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ABSTRACT

Wei Zhuang was the most prominent poet in the late Tang Dynasty while Lit-
tle attention has been paid to his poetry. Based on his poetry, from the ages,
society, culture, mentality, this thesis is purposed to have a comprehensive and
systematic research in Wei Zhuang’s poetry. The thesis is consisted of two parts.

The introduction outlines the general situation of late Tang poetry. It is con-
cluded from the theme and artistic style that Wei Zhuang was the most eminent
poet in the late Tang Dynasty.

Part two is the main body and includes five chapters.

Chapter one, Wei Zhuang’s life story and the late Tang society. Wei Zhuang
lived in Xuan Zong, Yi Zong, Xi Zong and Zhao Zong four reigns of the late Tang
Dynasty and the early time of Five Dynasties period. During this period of time ,
the great Tang empire declined and finally perished. The whole state split up
and Five Dynasties period started. According to Wei Zhuang’s life experiences,
his life was divided into five stages: early period life, taking imperial exams in
Chang-an, lingering in south China for a decade, around period of passing the
imperial exams, and being an official in Shu for a decade.

Chapter two, themes of Wei Zhuang’s poetry. It can be reduced to two
main topics: one is the social reality of the late Tang, which includes three
realms: 1. The vivid description of war in the late Tang , taking Wei Zhuang’s
masterpiece Qin Fu Yin as an example ;2. A realistic reflection on separatist re-
gime; 3. Exposure of the dark society and the miserable livelihood of civilians.
Compared with the contemporary poets, Wei Zhuang put great emphasis on the
internal conflicts and corruption of the high ruling class in the peasants’ revolu-
tion. His poetry can be considered as historical records; another topic is about
Wei Zhuang’s inner world, including three aspects: frustration in official career,

grief in traveling around and seclusion complex. Wei Zhuang’s poetry was out-
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standing in mourning times and mocking society in late Tang poetry. In addition,
there was some landscape poetry.

Chapter three, sentimental mood, lucid and elegant style. There were two
reasons for Wei Zhuang’s sentimental mood: his character and social situation.
The connotation of sentimental mood has two aspects: mourning times and wor-
rying about civilians. Wei Zhuang’s sentimental mood was general, profound and
cordial, which was very representative in late Tang poets. To be lucid and ele-
gant was the aesthetic standard in Wei Zhuang’s eyes. With the lucid and ele-
gant style, his sentimental mood was balanced and his poetry presented a unique
taste in late Tang poetry.

Chapter four, Wei Zhuang’s lucid and elegant style can be analyzed into
five aspects: 1. Construction of imagery. Wei Zhuang preferred to choose clear
and bright images in nature; 2. Application of literary quotations, which was
fresh and lively; 3. Arrangement of emotion and landscape; 4. Characteristics
of poetic language, which was benefited from Bai Juyi and presented plain and
smoothly; 5. The style of verse. Just like some other late Tang poets, Wei
Zhuang composed mostly“modem style”poetry-regulated verse and quatrain. Lu-
cid and elegant style was one side of Wei Zhuang’s poetry, and the other side
was gloomy, which resulted from his learning from Du Fu. Wei Zhuang’s poetic
style could be traced back to Cao Zhi and Xie Tiao in the Han-Wei Dynasties
and Six Dynasties period, and his poetry had influence on poets in Five Dynas-
ties period and the Song Dynasty.

Chapter five, the influence of Wei Zhuang’s poetry on his Ci. Firstly, his
Ci was mostly composed while lingering in the Western Shu during the late Tang
Dynasty and Five Dynasties period, when Ci came into being and overtook poet-
ry. Secondly, the influence of Wei Zhuang’s poetry on his Ci lines in two as-
pects: personal emotion expressing and lucid and elegant Ci style. Therefore,
Wei Zhuang was distinguished from other huajian Ci poets and made a break-
through of scholar’s composing of Ci in the way of poetry, which influenced Ci in
the Southern Tang Dynasty and the Northern song Dynasty. Wei Zhuang’s poetry
was the last fortress of the Tang poetry and his Ci was the beginning of develop-

ment of Ci composed by scholars. So Wei Zhuang took an important position on
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connecting link between the preceding of poetry and the following of Ci.

Appendixes, including 1. Review on Wei Zhang’s poetry in all the dynas-
ties. 2. Review on the study of Qinfu Yin for the past century. 3. Index for the
papers on Qinfu Yin for the past century.4. Index for the papers on Wei
Zhuang’s poetry for the past century.

Key words: Wei Zhuang’s poetry the late Tang Dynasty sentiment lu-

cid and elegant
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