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BEST OF CHINA

100 PLACES YOU MUST VISIT
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Lijiang
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The Lijiang River, which meanders its way through eighty-three kilometers of lush
Guangxi countryside from Guilin to Yangshuo, is celebrated as one of the world'’s
most beautiful rivers. Together with the mountain peaks of unimaginable variety
that line its banks, the river gives the world the non plus ultra of landscapes,
offering scenery that is grander and karst mountains more majestic than those
found anywhere else on Earth. In therwords of the Tang Dynasty poet Han Yu:
“The river is like a green silken ribbon, the mountain peaks like jade hairpins.”
Indeed, viewed from abovk;t‘ﬂwe river could well be mistaken for a viridian silk as
it twists hither and thither through the.mountains. Along the river, the sight of
one great mountain aftér anothe.r reflected in the crystal-clear, tranquil waters is
truly captivating. ft has been said that its landscapes rival those of any art gallery.
Whatever the weather, boaters on the Lijiang need not fret: on a clear day you
can see the green peaks reflected in the water; on a cloudy day you can behold
the shrouded mountain tops; on a rainy day you can witness the misty drizzle.
Each one is a landscape painting in itself, stirring a sense of wonder in all who

view it.
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Huanglong in Northwest Sichuan is an area dotted with snow-capped mountains
and glaciers. Its forested mountains, quaternary glaciers and spectacular calcite
formations are a feast for the eyes. Huanglong is primarily known for four
outstanding features: its colorful pools, white peaks, deep canyons and verdant
forests. From the valley, the full gamut of karst formations can be seen, including
travertine pools, lakes and waterfalls. Of particular note are the 3,400 colorful
pools of all sizes dotted whth various hL.leS, which glisten in the valleys like

precious stones.
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Jiuzhaigou
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Jiuzhaigou is perhaps the closest thing to a fairytale world to be found anywhere
on the planet. With the honor of being both a “world natural heritage site” and a
“world biospheré resetve,” Jiuzhaigou lies in the northwest of Sichuan Province.
Its valleys are arranged ina “Y” shap.é, and as the waters that flow through them
wind among the mountates and forests, they form countless small lakes, springs

and waterfalls.

The scenery of Jidzh8igou is fike a collection of il paintings bursting with color,
and the vibrant lues, greens and oranges of each cluster of water plants could
have been lifted straight from an artist's palette. It is said that for those who have
witnessed the waters of Jiuzhaigou for themselves, all other waterways pale in

comparison. .
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Three Parallel Rivers
of Yunnan
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The Jinsha, Lancang and Nujiang Rivers all start at the Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau,
and after entering Yunnan Province, they follow more than 170 kilometers of lofty
mountains southwards side by side without crossing, forming the spectacular

Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan.

Forty million years aé‘o‘,‘tectonic collisions gave rise to huge geological
changes, creating the great mountains and rivers in the region. In the Parallel
Rivers Region, Jinsh& and Laficang come within sixty-six kilometers of each other,
while just ninéteen kilometers separate Lancang and Nujiang at their nearest
points. Nujiang Canyon is often referred to as the “Grand Canyon of the East,” on
account of its depth and majesty. Though just thirty meters wide, Jinsha River's
Tiger Leaping Gorge reaehes down 3,500 meters, and is the deepest canyon in
the world. Stretched across Lancang River is a suspension bridge. Crossing the

bridge is a true test of courage.

The high mountains and deep valleys exhibit a stark difference in climate. The
bottom of the canyons is extremely hot, the middle of the mountains cool and

temperate, while the mountain peaks are covered in snow and ice.
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Yunnan Stone Forest
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Over 250 million years ago, Yunnan Province was the site of one of nature’s true
miracles. It was here that the movements of the earth’s crust, together with erosion
from the water, began to sculpt the limestone formations into the beautiful and

varied karst landscape now known as the Yunnan Stone Forest.

Small shards of rock and huge stone pillars litter the peaks, gullies and depressions,
and they combine with the caves, lakes and waterfalls to create-a grand, complex
karst work of art. Of particular note are the waves of stone pillars that range from
twenty to fifty meters in height. From a distance, these rock clusters resemble

towering forests; it is to these that the area owes its name.




