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PREFACE

 This bibliography is number one of the publications of
the University of Nanking Library. It is issued as a first step
in a process of making known the amount and quality of
the literature on agriculture and forestry in Chinese.

We realize keenly that in its present form the bibliogra-
phy is incomplete: that it omits many titles and that it con-
tains some titles that probably should have been omitted.
The investigations on which it has been based have extended,
necessarily in somewhat desultory fashion, over about eighteen
months; but they have had to be limited to the libraries of
Nanking and of neighbouring cities in Kiangsu Province and
to library catalogues. In the latter cases it has sometimes
been impossible to consult the books themselves. We shall be
grateful if users of this bibliography will inform us both of
omissions and of mistakes. For it is our hope that the present
edition of the bibliography may have the success of leading
to later and more adequate editions.

The extent of this first list has been a cause of surprise
to us. For this reason we hope that, notwithstanding its
imperfections, the present list may prove of service to libraries,
to students of agriculture, and to Chinese scholars. In this
connection we have been gratified at the interest of the
Honourable Han Kwoh-chuin, Civil Governor of Kiangsu
Province, who has written a special introduction to the
bibliography.

It is our further hope that this bibliography may serve,
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as we have stated, as a step in a process of making known
not only the extent but also the content of Chinese agricu-
ltural literature. Of course any process that would seem to
involve the indexing of hnundreds of works staggers one. But
the tentative indexing of a dozen or so of such works, which
has already been attempted by this Library, has served to
indicate that such an effort becomes of value from the very
beginning and that it seems bound to lead in the direction
of a considerable contribution towards the knowledge and
practice of agriculture.

Commendation is due to the compiler of this bibliogra-
phy, Mr. Mao Yung, formerly Associate Chief of the Coope-
rative Work in the University of Nanking Library, for the
patience and care which he showed in the peculiar and tanta-
lizing difficulties which confronted him in this task. Com-
me ndation is also due to Mr. Wang Kwoh-ting, Chief of the
Research Library established this year in connection with
the work of famine prevention. Mr. Wang, who, like Mr.
Mao, was graduated from the College of Agriculture and
Forestry in this University in 1920, has been associated in
these bibliographical labours from the beginning and has,
after Mr. Mao’s departure for graduate study at the University
of California, completed the preparations for publication.
Mr. Mao and Mr. Wang have been ably assisted by Mr. Liu
Shen-pu, Associate, and Mr. Ho Han-san, Writer, of the
Research Library. |

Harry Clemons, Librarian
28 May 1924
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