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Introduction

In this book, sericulture history and technical development in Zhejiang Province are recorded. Sericulture production
and technical development from the origin to the end of 20th century are reviewed in the chapter of Generality.
Sericulture development, initiated in the east region,then transferred to the west part,and now spread out to almost
every district of the province, are recorded in the chapter of Sericulture Distribution. Transformation of mulberry
plantation on the interval land at early stage,and then developed into specially well established mulberry garden, the
change of mulberry sapling propagation from self-support to the commercial production for the supply to the whole
country , the breeding of 4 improved mulberry varieties and other series of varieties with good quality and high yield,
and the great improvement of mulberry cultivation techniques are presented in the chapter of Moriculture. Shift of
silkworm varieties from the local pure lines to the improved hybries, in the areas of Yuhang. Xinchang, Shengxian
and Zhuji, renovation of silkworm egg production by specialized egg farms instead of the individual local farmers, are
recorded in the chapter of Silkworm Eggs. Establishment of collective egg incubation center and cooperative rearing
of young larvae to replace individual farming activity, standardization of disease prevention and control,and adoption
of scientific silkworm rearing techniques are described in the chapter of Silkworm Rearing. History of cocoon
production, silk reeling and weaving by individual farmers, the production of the well known traditional silk fabric
“Tsatlee silk”, formation of cocoon collection system and commercialized cocoon drying station, invention of cocoon
drying techniques by coal burning stove and cocoon pricing based on the result of sample silk reeling are recorded in
the chapter of Cocoon Collection and Drying. The first Sericulture School established in China, Sericultural
Departments found in the Provincial Agriculturai Experimental station in the early time, and then Sericultureal
Institutes and Departments set up in different agricultural academies, universities and colleges, establishment of
Zhejiang Sericulture Society in early 1954 and the publication of Sericulture Bulletin are listed in the chapter of
Research, Education and Society. Published sericulture books, the earliest pictures recording the whole processing of
sericulture activities, wooden carving, Chinese ink drawing and péper cuttings reflecting ancient sericulture, customs
and festivals related with sericulture are introduced in the chapter of scholarship and Culture. Important statistical
data and related documentations and regulﬁtions are listed in appendix.

This book happens to be published right after the publication of Zhejiang Silk Record edited by Zhejiang Silk
Cooperation,and well mutual complementary to each other, therefore. you will have the complete knowledge of

historical Zhejiang sericulture in 5000 years if you read both of the books.
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Zhejiang Sericulture Record
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