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Note to Teachers

The pieces selected in each book are in approximate order of difficulty. They are not
necessarily in chronological order. Before the selections of each new composer, there is a
short biographical sketch of that composer. In addition, many include a pictorial represen-
tation, as well.

BookOne.............. late primary-level and early elementary-level pieces
BookTwo ... harder elementary pieces
BookThree ...............coovvunnnn. medium-level or intermediate pieces
BookFour ................ooiil e difficult pieces
BoOk Five. .. ..o more difficult pieées
BOOK SIX .« v e ettt very difficult pieces
BookSeven ............. ... ool musically advanced sonatas
BookEight.............................. musically advanced longer pieces
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Johann Sebastian Bach
(March 21, 1685 — July 28, 1750)

The great Johann Sebastian Bach was born in German Eisenach. His brother became
his teacher when his parents died when he was 10. Though so young, he longed each day
for songs more difficult to play. These songs his brother did forbid and from Johann his
music hid! But through the cupboard’s latticed door Bach reached the tempting music
score. And every moonlit night he wrote the precious copy note by note. Very secretly he
learned and played, and then his brother was quite dismayed! But master of the fugue
became, which won for him immortal fame. And though at last he lost his sight, his faith
in God made darkness light.




Goldberg Variation No. 1
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Gavotte
from French Suite Np. 5
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Allemande
from French Suite No. 6
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Domenico Scarlatti
(October 26, 1685 — July 23, 1757)

Scarlatti was a great harpsichord virtuoso and composer who is the “Father of Modern
Piano Playing.” He introduced crossing of hands, the rapid repetition of a note, and far-
flung arpeggio passages in his more than 600 harpsichord pieces. He played in a contest
with Handel at the palacein Rome. [t was a tie in harpsichord playing, while Handel proved
to be the better organist! Scarlatti and Handel remained friends throughout their lifetime.

The “Cat’s Fugue” was inspired by Scarlatti’s own cat walking on his keyboard!
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