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This book focuses on the unique characteristics of British
tea culture as well as multidimensional charms of tea under
multiple disciplines and perspectives, which breaks through the
traditional pattern of studying from a point of view of single-
subject, such as history, culture, economics and so on. Multi-
dimensional Charms of Tea are defined as not only the strong
points of tea itself, but most importantly, the cultural, artistic
and literary charms of tea in various fields. The birth and for-
mation of British tea culture embody the mutual relation be-
tween tea and those disciplines, So, studying from a multiple
perspective can meet the need of showing the uniqueness of
British tea culture and the transnational charms of tea.

In the book, the author adopts an interdisciplary method to
study the world of British tea culture. A lot of Chinese and
English tea literature and texts of English literary works have
shown that the formation and development of British tea culture
are promoted by various fields and vice versa.

The first part states the purpose and reason of the book in-
volving the present research situation both home and abroad,
research methods and its realistic significance.

The second part probes into how Chinese tea was intro-
duced into Great Britain and the changes of the beautiful name
“cha”, which shows that China is the origin of British tea cul-
ture. The history of tea culture and the process of the indentity-
built being the national drink of Great Britain are examined in

the tea disturbance and the development of tea ceremony and e-
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quipments.

The third part discusses the influence of Victoria black tea culture
whose formation and development are on the prime time of British tea cul-
ture. Both Victoria afternoon tea culture and Lipton brand culture enlight-
en us and are of great significance.

Part four explores the mutual relation between tea and women.
Women were attracted by tea and endowed with “female power” on the tea
table defined by French philosopher Michel Foucault, which imparts on the
development of British society, Industrious Revolution and so on and so
forth.

Part five introduces tea performance in literary and artisitic works,
such as tea poems and tea in novels, paintings and musical works.

Part six focuses on literature analyses and appreciation of tea ceremony
and culture in English novels. The representative novelists are Jane Aus-
ten, Mrs. Gaskell and Henry James whose works shine the different beau-
ties of British tea culture. Their superb description and use of tea ceremony
and culture in their works reflect the “maturity” glamour of British tea cul-
ture and the beauty of the works as well.

Part seven makes a conclusion of the characteristics of British tea cul-
ture and puts forward the soul of British tea culture—*nobility, elegance,
ceremony, harmony” which may inspire readers to do further research on
British tea culture.

All efforts are made to show the multidimensional charms of tea and
its culture by exploring the mutual relation of British tea culture and multi-
ple disciplines. For the first time, the definition of power of French philos-
opher Michel Foucault is used in analyzing the relationship of female power
and tea culture in the research field of China. What’s more, tea culture
forms its own system connecting the development of plots, character de-
picts and so on. Appreciating tea culture in English novels is new both in

the disciplines of English literature and tea culture,
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