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Unit 1 The Dinner Party

I Word Study

—. WL (Vocabulary)

1. heated: adj. lively; spirited #31i), #HARY

This is a controversial issue, which often arouses heated discussions among people. X4 —
A SRR, % IRAMINBIGTE,

2. shortly: adv. soon f4&, B Lt

The plane crashed shortly after takeoff. KHLEE K5 AAERAKT ,

Her diary One Litre of Tears was published shortly before her death, #5622 giAA, HifIH
i (—2AFRE) BET,

3. bare: adj. not covered; with no plant growing on it A &i#thE Gy, KPR, Kk
X1

The trees are bare in the winter. &R pBHERZEEICTTRH,

The ad showed an actress with bare shoulders saying she met him at the Playboy party. |45
b, —ALZEAEBRER, FRUGELLLFIRX 8 Wb,

[ [7] %i7]] naked, uncovered, undressed, exposed, unfurnished, undecorated

[ /2 i8] covered, dressed

[ ##7] bare, naked, empty, vacant -

bare: fERME/VLEMERY, FHTAN, BHESENITIEE. Hli0: He was bare
from the waist up. fhR#EE L&,

naked : ?‘é‘é%—-%xﬁ, FZBIiE., Hn: She could not wear bikinis because they made
her feel naked. MRBEFHEE, FHAXibREITF R —L R H,

empty: HEEL—AK—Y), RZFEE LK, FEAFZ, HiN: 1 looked into the class-
room but I found it empty. EE THE, BEHFZL—A,

vacant: ¥FE A, MEEYHE M BEAE .5 H. Flin. He applied for a vacant
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4. outgrow; vt
(1) to grow too large for (clothes, shoes, etc. ) K (KRE) HEd (EY) WEHE,

K (RR) BAEHEE (XEY)

We outgrow some things and find other stuff unwanted or unnecessary. K KT, HLk

ROUARET, AEAFET.

(2) to grow larger or faster than K& .- M, EREE#L

He has outgrown his elder brother. {175 HbBFBFR

5. contract:

(1) v. to make or become smaller or shorter; make, become tighter or narrower 4§
Most metals contract as they become cool. ¥ & BEHIESWHE .

[ 4] contraction n. Wx4g

[ [§ %] compress, condense, reduce, lessen, shorten, narrow, shrink

(2) n. a binding agreement between two or more persons that is enforceable by -5 [F]
We must draw up a contract. FR{TLME—1-SFE

6. motion:

(1) vi. to give a signal by moving the hand or head #{F#; & () Lk E
She motioned to me to close the door. Hi/REIEF KT,

(2) n. signal by hand or head; moving &7, FH

She made a motion to insist that mom take what she was giving her. /R EIBIBEMA N R

7. widen: vt. to make or become wider §' /8, iR

Reading widens our knowledge. [y BREATAIHIR,
Other circumstances also helped to widen the distance between the group. HAhHF MW B K

e RIEZ H AR

{JRA:] wide adj. FEREH)

[ [F1.%¢id]] broaden, extend

[ & Xid]] narrow

8. impulse: n. sudden wish to do sth. hzh

“My first impulse was to tear into him,” admits my friend Jennie. KA EPRA N

“RE— LA PR

[JR4] impulsive WZk, 5z

9. likely: adj. probable RTgERY

[#5HC ] be likely to; it is likely that clause

She is not likely to come next month. 1 F A fRAIEAREK,

It is very likely that he will not consent. fR7]BEMBALEE,

10. host: n. a person who invites guests to a social event such as a party £ A,
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ERA

I wish to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt thanks to the host of the meeting. F{J&
EHLE 7R IE F 2R LR

The host nation always performs well. And there are so many good athletes in China. %iE ¥
BRRIARY, HUTEARLASRENBIR.

11. react: vi. show a response or a reaction to something K&, ¥, BR{EH

React to the problem or concern not to the person. X [aJERak$HLMEH KA, AR Ao

12. crisis: n. an unstable situation of extreme danger or difficulty fE#l; REEHR
Zl

One cause of the current food crisis is drought. S B YHIBEEILH—NEEBE TR,

But we can also work with Africans to turn this crisis into opportunity. {HIR{JHLiE@E 1+ 53F
MARSEREX GBI BB

—. #iE (Phrases)

1. track down: to find by hunting or searching # %, &M

I finally track down the reference in a dictionary of quotation. A F7ES| BRI P HE| T
ARERF 3L,

Police failed to track down the mouse, and told the man it was safe to go home. ZF£ ¥ H 17E
RETRIPRIEBMED, HRMECZTULLEERT,

2. seat: vt. {g§------ AT, ATEH----- 1]

The guide seated me in the back row. FHFLE R IBHLE HEH— RN,

When Bill was seated ( =sat down), he found that the classroom needed to be cleaned im-
mediately. HHI/RATLE, MARBERELLITH—T,

3. spring up: come into existence; take on form or shape ¥, #5ZF, EM

[iZiB&] spring up like mushrooms RN /5 % 2 b 4! BL

New records and inventions spring up. Fr20 3 & B AR KT 3,

4. at the sight of: on seeing sth. ; as soon as one sees sth. —& -+ 5t

At the sight of our teacher, we quickly calmed down. —&F RIR{IEZIFRT, RMNT L&
# TR,

5. feel like: to have a desire for 82, B ZIFEL

Many children don't feel like doing homework. & /NEAAEMBAE .

Sometimes I feel like a bird in the cage. AR R KB HCKE-REEFENGE,

6. come to; to recover consciousness Fr g

After a few moments, he suddenly came to. JLAM8h2Z 5, MUZERAEETR

7. frighten sb. into doing sth. ; to cause sb. to do sth. by frightening him {E& A
MREESE

He exaggerated the dangers of the trip in order to frighten them into not going. fth>% 7 BH IE
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[241&01E ] force sb. into doing sth. 38383 A I 5 ; persuade sb. into doing sth. AR
F A, talk sb. into doing sth. M3 A3 5, trick sb. into doing sth. % {55 A ff
o

8. make for: to move towards E[G

It started raining, so she made for the nearest shelter. R4 T T, fiE M HIEMH
H

9. ring out: (of voice or bell) to sound loudly and clearly Z&#X i

Suddenly, the bell rang out. I had a dream on English lesson. 8%, BF M, B, BE
FIER BT 1

10. light up; to give light to; become more cheerful B%, A%

Smile dazzlingly. It will light up your life. Al HE— K SR NE

The match-seller girl lit up another match, and saw her grandma’s kindly smile. 3£k 4€//)>

TEXRBRT —RKSE, TRELTHRERNES,

I Pre-reading

1. Introductory Remarks

This is a well-knit story. Obviously the author of the story wants to tell the reader that a
woman can face a crisis with perfect calmness and self-control. Instead of stating the message di-
rectly, she leads the reader to the desired conclusion step by step with a cleverly woven descrip-
tion. The story is told in the third person. The author shows high skills in unfolding the story. At
the beginning, the author describes a debate over women’s reactions to the crisis, which functions
as a foreshadowing. In the following paragraphs, the author merely describes some strange behav-
iors of the hostess and the American naturalist’s self-controlled reactions to the realization of a co-
bra in the room so that our attention is drawn to him. In order to keep reader in suspense, the au-
thor does not reveal the truth until in the end of the story she gives us a sudden surprise.

2. Answer the following questions

(1) Where and when did the story take place?

(It took place in India when she was a British colony. )

(2) Who gave the dinner party and what guests were invited to it?

( A colonial official and his wife gave the dinner party. Apart from officers and their wives, a
visiting American naturalist was invited. )

(3) What was the subject of the discussion between the young girl and the major?

( They had a heated discussion about how women react to a crisis. )

(4) What did the American naturalist do when they were having this discussion? What kind
of expression did he see come over the hostess’s face?
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( He watched the other guests and saw a strange expression come over the hostess’s face—she
was staring straight ahead with her muscles contracting slightly. )

(5) What was it that the naturalist came to realize when he saw the native boy place a bowl
of milk on the veranda?

(He came to realize that there must be a cobra in the room. )

(6) Did he jump back and warn the others? What did he do instead, then?

(No. Instead he said that he wanted to know how well they could control themselves and
asked them to sit still until he counted up to three hundred. )

(7) What happened before he finished the counting?

( The cobra emerged and made for the bowl of milk. )

(8) How did the hostess know that the cobra was in the room?

( Because it had been crawling across her foot. )

Il Passage Reading

—. AFRE (Summary)

The story took place in India when India was a colony of Britain at that time. A young girl
and a major had a heated discussion about how women react to a crisis at the dinner party given by
a colonial official and his wife. One of the guests, the American naturalist noticed the strange ex-
pression on the face of the hostess. Only when the servant put a bow! of milk on the veranda did he
come to realize that there must be a cobra in the room. Actually the cobra was crossing the
hostess’s foot. The naturalist managed to calm down the guests by counting 300 at the party. As
soon as he saw the cobra made for the veranda and everyone in the room was aware of what had

happened. After the crisis, the discussion was settled in a rather dramatic way.

—. XHEEHMBNE (Background Knowledge)

1. India

India has been a colony of Britain for many years until 1947. In the early 1700s, Britain and
other European countries established trading companies and trading posts in India. Gradually the
British influence became dominant over the domestic and foreign affairs of India. Later British ap-
pointed its first Governor General to India and formally began to rule the country as its colo-
ny. Here in our text “colonial official” refers to a British citizen appointed to a governmental posi-
tion in India. It was not until 1947 that the India people, under Gandhi’s leadership, won the
struggle for independence and British rule in India came to an end.

2. Cobra

Cobra is a type of African or Asian poisonous snake that can spread the skin of its neck to
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form a flattened hood. Cobra generally eats small animals such as frogs, rabbits and mice. There is
no evidence to show that milk is their favorite food. However, it is widely believed that it is. That
is why, at the beginning of the story, the author says the story “is told as if true—though any

naturalist would know it could not be. ”

=. BRELH4H# (Structure Analysis)

The text can be divided into three parts.

Part 1 (Para. 1) The author tells the origin of the story.

Part 2 (Para. 2 ~4): The author tells the background information about the story.
Part 3 (Para. 5 ~13): The author tells the details of the whole story.

M. ®3CiHAE (Text Explanation)

Additional Questions about the Text

1. (Lines 5 ~6) A colonial official and his wife are giving a large dinner party.

Question; What's the difference between “officials” and “officers” ?

An official is a person who holds a public office in government. Here it refers to the colonial
Governor. An officer usually refers to a person in a position of command in the armed forces.

2. (Lines 14 ~15) And while a man may feel like it, he has that ounce more of control
than a woman has. And that last ounce is what really counts.

Question; Can you paraphrase the sentence? v

And though a man may also feel like screaming as a woman does, he has a little bit more
self-control than a woman and that makes the difference.

3. (Lines 19 ~20) She motions to the native boy standing behind her chair and whispers
something to him.

Question; What does “the native boy” refer to?

It refers to an Indian male attendant.

4. (Line 23) The American comes to with a start.

Question: What does he come to with a start?

He suspects that all the guests are within the striking distance of a cobra.

5. (Lines 29 ~34) His first impulse is to jump back and warn the others, but those who
move will forfeit 50 rupees. Ready !

Question: How does the American react to the crisis?

He tries to keep himself and all the others from the commotion which would frighten the co-
bra into striking.

6. (Lines 43 ~44) A faint smile lights up the woman’s face as she replies, “Because it was
crawling across my foot. ”

Question: What does her “faint smile” show us?
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She takes what she has done as a very natural thing, and there is nothing worthy of praise.
It's also her gentle answer to the major.

Detailed Explanation of the Text

1. A heated discussion about whether men are braver than women is settled in a rather unex-
pected way. XFHARE L NEBBH—FBAE B U —FMEBA U ABHR T BRT .

[ B ] A spirited discussion about whether a man is braver than a woman is brought to an a-
greement in a very special way.

(1) settle; v.

@ to decide on; make an agreement about ##R

We have to settle this problem by tomorrow. Ffi 100 75 B K Z B X 4 a) &,

® to make one’s home in; live in FJF

The first Europeans to settle in America were from England. £5— 4t & J& 3£ M BIBX N AR B
M,

(2) ina...way DLe---er PN

in a careless way; in a polite way

2.1 first heard this tale in India, where it is told as if true. FREHIFEXHEEELEEE,
AL AN S KR BRI R AR HELA,

(1) where it is told...: JERRHITEEIBENGEN “India” ,

(2) asif true: as if it (the tale) were true & B84]: BB T 5 F MBI FIEM “be”
3hid,

XRE—AE “asif” FIRWIEEZEAE, NEPRABTES.

He behaved as if he were better than us. {FE BB MELHRIMEF LA,

3. That magazine story, and the person who wrote it, I have never been able to track down.
BBTEHRE LMIRERE, URBHEHRENA, R —ERERE,

[ # 3] I have never found the magazine story and its author.

A HERERER, EEHIERFMA: “I have never been able to track down that magazine
story and the person who wrote it. ” /] E21E “that magazine story, and the person who wrote
it” ETHEURRHA,

4. They are seated with their guests. {115 & AT—EFRE,

[ 3] They sit down with their guests.

5. A spirited discussion springs up between a young girl who says that women have outgrown
the jumping-on-a-chair-at-the-sight-of-a-mouse era and a major who says that they haven’t. —4{f
FERNL LR REBEF T HRAMNITE. FRLLINN, BRELEFES, FAEAT
ZHREE— A2 BRI F L DBRUALERA,

[ #2 X ] A heated discussion begins suddenly between a girl and a major. The girl holds that
women have made such progress that they do not lose self-control upon such small provocation as

a mouse, and the major doesn’t agree.
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“ Jumping-on-a-chair-at-the-sight-of-a-mouse” B — /1 E S AW, HYTFFEHEIEM
4] “ (the era) when they would jump on a chair at the sight of a mouse”

That's a not-so-easy-to-operate machine. ( =a machine that is not so easy to operate)

6. A women’s reaction in any crisis is to scream. Z A—B3|EafE, RNE 2L,

“to scream” ZAIAE RERIE

His job is to take care of these children. fthf TVEEBRELXEEEZ T,

7. And while a man may feel like it, he has that ounce more of control than a women
has. And that last ounce is what really counts. 5 ASERB AN, HELE L AR, BHlH
g%, XEZHRN— KA ERRIEEERKRRN,

[ X ] Although a man may also have a liking for screaming, he has a little bit more self-
control than a woman has and that makes the difference.

(1) while; conj.

@ during the time; at the same time as X§------ Bt

Strike while the iron is hot. #Z#ITHk,

(® although; despite the fact that R, BEHR------ B

While I understand what you say, I can’t agree with you. B HIRH3E, HEREER
Cij= s

(2) ounce of: a small amount of — & JL,

You would not do that if you have an ounce of sense. {IRARE — S JLHEHE, HASHIR
#F L,

(3) count; vi. matter; be important HEE

It is not how much you read but what you read that counts. EERARIRET ZLH, T
RIRETHARE.

8. As he looks, he sees a strange expression come over the face of the hostess. 7EfhILEZHT,
R RL EAR BB —FTFRHERS

[ # X ] When he looks, he finds a strange expression on the face of the hostess.

come over;

(Dto happen to; have a result or effect on (sb. ) fE

A feeling of faintness and sickness came over me, so I had to lie down. 2 SRERF| —MEk
2, WWF T,

@to come from some distance; pay a visit JfERS, S3F

He invited all his neighbors to come over and help him. B8 A FI4REAR Y e H T .

9. She is staring straight ahead, her muscles contracting slightly. #iFFERATE IERIY, B
WLAFE b .

[ #% X ] The hostess is looking fixedly at something straight ahead, and her muscles contract
slightly.

“her muscles contracting slightly” BJli~7 T4, 1ERIE.
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W EREMR LR (with) Zid + 8/ RE R/ AR/ R EE Bl

The old writer could not sleep at night, his wrongs and sorrows giving him no peace. X {i}
EERBARERE, MBS EMNOHREILARBET,

She gazed, her hand clasped to her breast. i FIEH I, BEBRBEELE.

10. Of the guests, none except the American notices this. FEEERKIZAF, B TIHRMVEEA
PISMEREAR R EIX—F.

[ # 3] None of the guests except the American notices this.

“of the guests” FHAIGWETERERE, LUREA,

11. The American comes to with a start. AR3EE ARREBIE Sk,

[ # X ] The American suddenly becomes aware of what is happening.

12. His first impulse is to jump back and warn the others, but he knows the commotion
would frighten the cobra into striking. flE e BIMEREG—B8k, HmMEMARE S, HibMm
ERXHFETIEERA, BERERZERA,

[ 8 3] His first reaction is to stand up and tell the other people the possible danger, but he
understands that the noisy confusion would frighten the cobra and make it bite people.

13. ...the tone of his voice so commanding that it silences every guest. HiESIEH B ™, &
FEFRERANLZ#ET TR,

(1) “the tone of his voice so commanding” B— M EMEMIERIE, B “BiFA + B
2" .

(2) silence vz. to make silence, cause to be quiet H{TBR, ([FicEs

One way to silence a baby’s crying is to give him a bottle of milk. iERW K FEHH—
MRS —RAF TR

(3) so...that... FiR 5[ L FRIEMNE,

14. And not one of you is to move a muscle. {R{iTEEAIEFEI—3h,

[ # X ] Everyone must stay quite still.

“be + FAIAER" FMARFRERITRMES, HBRFELSF

The football match was to be held the following week. | 247 BBk,

The highway is to be opened in May. &#/A\ABRERHBHEE.

15. He sees the cobra emerge and make for the bowl of milk. {5 2| SR EEME4S T Hi 3k,
AR AP

[ # X ] He sees the cobra appear and move toward the bowl of milk.

“see sb. do sth. ” 254, BRE3hiE], 40 look at, watch, listen to, hear, feel %, FHE
WA R RIEA R E, RRNENTEE,

Did you see him enter the building? {RE BBk T g9

I heard her play the violin. FRUT Lt/ MESE,

RE TG EE A LIS EERIBARIE, RREEHTHNE,

He saw the boys playing games on the playground. fthE )8 F11E ¥ EMiExL
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She heard the boy crying in the room. il &% FIELEFERIER,

i, 5ESEE

A paragraph consisting of only short or simple sentences would sound monotonous. Variety is
essential to good writing. One way to achieve variety is to use short sentences in between long ones
and simple sentence in between compound and complex sentences. A compound sentence consists
of two or more simple sentences linked by coordinating conjunctions (and, but, or, etc. ). Co-
ordination is a good way to expand sentences and achieve variety and it can also help make the
paragraph more smooth and coherent.

. E3E

1. Although the police had spent a whole month investigating the crime, it seemed that they

had lost all hope of ___ the criminals.
A. turning out B. trailing off
C. tracing back D. tracking down
2. Those village children usually walk in _____ feet.
A. empty B. bear
C. bare D. boring
3. The sight of the snake ____ the girl into bursting into tears.
A. frighten B. frightening
C. frightened D. frightful
4. There is not the  doubt about what he said.
A. smallest B. slightest
C. weakest D. thinnest
5. The team is ______the storm on their way back to the camp.
A. likely to meet B. like meeting
C. like to meet D. alike to meet
6. The airliner _ 40 people.
A. sits B. sat
C. seats D. stayed
7. As the cloud drifted away the sun .
A. turned on B. survived
C. came forth D. emerged
8. The meeting gave an ______ to the development of the friendly relationship between the

two countries.
A. impose B. impulse

C. input D. impurity



