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For questions 1-8, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.

1.

According to the author, binational marriages are not as stable as the
more conventional sort.

. My love for my wife is as romantic as it was back when we were first

getting to know each other.

. A happy marriage depends on romantic love.
. It is the sense of responsibility that constitutes the strength of a marital

bond.

. In America each couple more often handles his or her own money, so

do we.

. Even if the couple has the same nationality, communication between

husband and wife does require a good match of educational
backgrounds.

. My son could speak both English and Malay.
. With the development of the world economy, the number of binational

marriages will rise undoubtedly.

For questions 9-15, complete the sentences with the information given in the

passage.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

48

No statistics could show that binational marriages have a higher
propensity to than the more conventional sort.

I don’t eat pork at home as well as in public among my friends, because
I can’t bear behavior.

If you marry a person of a different nationality, sometimes you have
to make certain

In our marriage, I have learned patience and from my wife
and she has learned independence from me.

If the spouse has a good match of educational backgrounds,

can be settled easily.

My wife has graduated from a university in the US, so she would
understand me when I mentioned about the Internet, , etc.
National are not obstacles of true love.



UNIT 5

Text ¢

As we were visiting in our home with a Chinese friend, my wife, Faye,
was hurrying from the table to the kitchen and back again, bringing us food
and refreshments, I remarked that she was acting like a “mother hen” taking
care of our needs. As a mother hen gathers her young chicks close to her and
even under her wings to protect them from danger, so a mother seeing to
every need of her children and husband might sometimes be referred to as a
“mother hen.”

Our Chinese friend was amused and possibly a little shocked by my use
of “mother hen”. She said that in China this expression would not be com-
plimentary. We told her that in American English it is complimentary,
though perhaps somewhat humorous.

This led me to think of another animal term, this one applied to a pretty
girl. She might be referred to as a cute “chick”. In this usage, “chick” is
complimentary, because it would be used only to refer to someone the
speaker thought of as good looking. We were surprised to learn from a Chi-
nese friend that in Chinese chick is a bad term meaning a prostitute (4 %) .

Perhaps you are puzzling over the “chicken” in the title of this article.
Let us explain. To be “chicken” is to be fearful. That’s why we say, “Don’t
be chicken about speaking English.” The only way you will learn to speak
English well is to speak it. Of course you will make mistakes, but what you
are trying to say will usually be understood, although you may have to re-
peat it to a native English speaker until he or she understands. So “don’t be
chicken”—SPEAK!

There are other chicken expressions used in American English. Another
common one is “running around like a chicken with its head cut off.” This
usually describes someone who is overly busy, someone who seems to be
running from one thing to another without stopping or accomplishing very
much.

s 61}“ :
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10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

Few Chinese students participate in campus-wide activities to

make contact with a diverse lot of American people.

Chinese students would widely the phenomenon that they

could not get to know the country from its inside.

Chinese students are poor, so they have to dependonthe  fund.

According to the author, Chinese students could afford to take part in

most social events.

The ultimate role for any Chinese student in the United States is to
the cultural differences between these two countries.

A Chinese student’s knowledge is to China’s continued eco-

nomic construction.



Directions: In this unit, you will have 15 minutes to go over each passage quickly,

and then do the exercises afier each passage.

"Text A

Cloth.ed.hahetha”tan

Rt

- A— ey

“Clothes make the man”, runs the old proverb. If you believe that, you
might feel that clothing enhances appearance, increases independence, al-
lows for function, and provides comfort. What’s more, clothing that is neat
and clean, fits well, and feels good can boost anyone’s morale.

People express their personality in many ways, including through their
clothing, hair style, and accessories. That’s why clothes often define the
person. Clothes can indicate personality, status, and attitude to life. A man
may have worn a beard all his life, 2 woman may have worn makeup , If
their ability to choose their appearance is taken away, then an opportunity
for independence or individuality vanishes. Keeping some familiar clothes
and personal articles helps them retain some sense of self-control over what
is happening. Research shows that when a woman dresses for success, it
does not guarantee success, but if she dresses poorly or 1nappr0pr1ately, it
almost always ensures failure.

Our clothes are very much part of our personality. Clothing protects
people from humidity, heat, and cold, and helps them feel physically com-
fortable. Clothing at the same time gives the wearer a sense of well-being. It
tells something about the person. Clothing also affects the way others see,
think of, and react to the person. A person can be comfortable or uncomfort-
able wearing a certain garment or type of clothing in a social situation. So-
cial comfort may be involved when a person wishes to “make an impres-
sion” through the clothing he or she wears. So, clothes should be carefully
chosen so as not to reveal what is within.
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aroused educators’ attention yet.

2. A well-rounded study based on 22,000 questionnaires sent to former
graduate students who were enrolled in 24 universities seemed to
support educators’ viewpoint.

3. Though dropping out of their education at the Ph.D. level, most dropouts
are now engaged in work which conformed to their academic field.

4. The dropouts, according to the report, often earn much less compared
to those who went on to finish their doctorates.

5. It was thought that dropouts at the Ph.D. level wasted the university
resources and precious faculty time.

6. Some dropouts didn’t complete their Ph.D.s because they could not
afford it.

7. Nearly 25 percent of the dropouts didn’t complete their Ph.D.s out of
their academic reasons.

8. According to the passage, it is still difficult to have dropouts back to
school.

For questions 9-16, complete the sentences with the information given in the
passage.
9. Educators greatly worried about the high rate of dropouts among the
doctor of philosophy .
10. The extent of the loss of talent in Ph.D. level was greatly out of expert

11. The dropouts rate, according to the questionnaire research, was found

to be percent.
12. Nearly 75 per cent of the dropouts claimed their non-completion of

Ph.D.s not for the reason.
13. Based on the research, the dropouts are almost at the same

levels with those who completed their doctorates.
14. Lack of was marked by 19 per cent among the most important

personal reasons for dropouts who didn’t complete their Ph.D.s.
15. The principal reason for dropping out was lack of

16. Two per cent dropouts in , as the research indicated, were

receiving $20,000 and even more annually.

s x”-»7K4}<1 -
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Just at that moment, the small puppy left in the bedroom began to yelp
(R).

“My puppy! My puppy!” yelled the little boy as he ran out from behind
his grandmother.

I just about fell over when I saw that the small child also had a cleft lip
and palate. The boy ran past me as fast as he could, down the hallway to
where the puppy was still yelping. When the three of us made it to the bed-
room, the small boy was holding the puppy in his arms. He looked up at his
grandmother and said, “Look, Grandma. They found homes for all the pup-
pies except the pretty one, and he looks just like me.”

The schoolteacher turned to us, “Is this puppy available?”

“Yes,” I answered. “That puppy is available.”

The little boy, who was now hugging the puppy, chimed in (##i%), “My
grandma told me this kind of puppies are real expensive and that I have to
take real good care of it.”

The lady opened her purse, but I reached over and pushed her hand
back down into her purse so that she would not pull her wallet out. “How
much do you think this puppy is worth?” I asked the boy. “About a dollar?”

“No. This puppy is very, very expensive,” he replied.

“More than a dollar?” I asked.

“I’m afraid so,” said his grandmother.

The boy stood there pressing the small puppy against his cheek. “We
could not possibly take less than two dollars for this puppy,” Judy said,
squeezing my hand. “Like you said, it’s the pretty one.”

The schoolteacher took out two dollars and handed it to the young boy.
“It’s your dog now, Jeffery. You pay the man.”

Still holding the puppy tightly, the boy proudly handed me the money.
Any worries I’ d had about the puppy s future were gone.

The image of the little boy and his matching pup stays with me still. I
think it must be a wonderful feeling for any young person to look at them-
selves in the mirror and see nothing, except “the pretty one.”

(1128 words)
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I hope you don’t want it back,” he said seriously. Seeing the question in our
eyes, he continued, “When you came with the puppy on Friday, my neigh-
bor Frank was at the hospital. He’d been out in the yard working and had
started having chest pains, so his wife took him to the hospital. Frank never
did come home. He died of a massive coronary (. %) Friday afternoon. It
was a terrible shock for his family, and I decided not to bother them until
things had settled down a bit. Yesterday, I brought the puppy over and
knocked on their door. Frank’s eldest daughter came out. I told her that her
father had ordered a puppy and since he hadn’t been home, that 1'd taken
delivery on it for him. I said I didn’t know what to do with the little dog
now that “things had changed’ at their house.”

The daughter just couldn’t believe it. She said, “My father ordered a
puppy? This is Dad’s puppy?” Then she reached out and I gave her the pup.
She hugged that little dog real tight, stuck her face in its fur and just began
to cry.

“I wasn’t sure what to say, so I just stood there. After a while, she looked
up at me and thanked me. She said, “You don’t know what this means to me.
I’m so glad to have my father’s dog.’ The puppy was wiggling around,
trying to kiss the daughter any way it could and her face was just lit up with
love.”

Amazed at the story I turned to my husband, “We can’t take Blue back
now.”

The man nodded in agreement. “Folks, some things are just meant to
be. I’d say that puppy is in exactly the right place. "

(1076 words)

For questions 1-8, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.

1. We were rather satisfied with the family which was about to adopt the

puppy.
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You never spoke of your failures—of course, you had failures and disap-
pointments, but you didn’t talk about them; you just got on with the job.
This doesn’t mean that you aren’t compassionate (¥ 1##)) in the face of
other people’s failures and disappointments: it means you don’t indulge (%A
%) in self-pity, and that you don’t encourage anybody else to. If I feel let
down, if I am hurt by what is said or written about me, and I sometimes am,
I don’t think it right to bemoan (3 f#) my fate in public. Or to worry about
it in private. It’s harder to feel this way when other people are hurt on one’s
account, one’s family or one’s friends. But tomorrow is a new day, and how
one deals with that is what really counts.”

Did she think that a person might display so much self-control that he or
she might put people off, seem to be a cold fish, which would be a short-
coming in a political leader? She answered: “I don’t think it would be the
self-control that would put people off. I think people recognize the differ-
ence between a person who is self-controlled and a person who is a cold
fish. Cold fish people put one off, and a cold fish would not be effective in
politics, because politics —what I mean by politics—is about helping people
to live a better life.”

Margaret was a precocious (B i #) political activist. In the general
election of 1935, when she was ten, she carried lists of those who had voted
from the interviewers standing outside the polling booth (# % 34) to the party
committee room so that those who had not yet voted could be rounded up
and persuaded to turn out. She took notes from her father to colleagues on
the council. In local elections, when her mother was working in the Conser-
vative Party committee rooms, she ran messages.

(1158 words)

For questions 1-8, mark

YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage, ;
Q)hlf the statement contradicts the information given in the
for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage

1. Mrs. Muriel Cullen told us that Margaret Thatcher was greatly influ-
enced by her father.
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Directions: In this unit, you will have 15 minutes to go over each passage quickly,
and then do the exercises after each passage.

You might think that borrowing a match upon the street is a simple
thing. But any man who has ever tried it will assure you that it is not, and
will be prepared to swear on oath to the truth of my experience of the other
evening.

I was standing on the corner of the street with a cigar that I wanted to
light. I had no match. I waited till a decent, ordinary man came along. Then
I said:

“Excuse me, sir, but could you oblige me with the loan of a match?”

“A match?” he said, “Why, certainly.” Then he unbuttoned his over-
coat and put his hand in the pocket of his waistcoat. “I know I have one,” he
went on, “and, I’d almost swear it’s in the bottom pocket—or, hold on,
though, I guess it may be in the top—just wait till I put these parcels down
on the sidewalk.”

“Oh, don’t trouble,” I said, “It’s really of no consequence.”

“Oh, it’s no trouble. 1’1l have it in a minute. I know there must be one
in here somewhere,”—he was digging his fingers into his pockets as he
spoke— “but you see this isn’t the waistcoat I generally...”

I saw that the man was getting excited about it. “Well, never mind,” I
protested. “If that isn’t the waistcoat that you generally—why, it doesn’t
matter.”

“Hold on, now, hold on!” the man said, “I’ve got one of the cursed
things in here somewhere, I guess it must be in with my watch. No, it’s not
there either. Wait till I try my coat. If that confused tailor only knew enough
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6.
7.

8.

5.

The reason why the man searched for his match a long time was that the
day was so dark.

The man often abuses his children at home.

After a moment’s groping, the man found out the match from his
pockets.

At last, the author was enraged by the man’s groping for a match.

For questions 9-15, complete the sentences with the information given in the

passage.
9. The author swore a (n) to let readers believe that borrowing a

match on the street was not simple.

10. The man put his hand in the pocket of his to find a match the
author asked.

11. The man cursed that the should make a more pocket for him
on his coat.

12. The man threw down his walking-stick and at his pockets.

13. Finally, when the man asked the author to help him hold up the tail of
his overcoat, he said surely the match was in his

14. While the author protested, the man suddenly gave a grunt of

15. Out of angry, the author pushed the man under the wheels of a(n)

and ran.
‘Text'B

Remember when eating out was a relaxing experience? Someone else

cooked for you, served you and cleaned up after you. All you had to do was

chew, swallow and pay. No longer, though. Today you feel like a laboratory

rat who has to struggle through a maze every time it wants a chunk of

cheese.
“Good evening,” the maitre d’hotel (& /7 @ ¥t) said, “Table for four?”
“Yes, thank you.”
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15. In writing, the author uses an electric instead of a word
processor.

Text b

Today it is still widely believed that breaking a mirror, whether or not
one is looking into it at the time, is a very bad omen. Some people say that
seven years’ bad luck will inevitably follow the accident.

The fact of the “seven” is a remnant (3i) of the belief that the ancients
had in the mystical power of numbers; seven is composed of four and
three, and the Greeks of old had always regarded these two numbers as
especially lucky.

The number seven occurs frequently in man’s history; the Hebrew (7%
111k % 7)) verb to swear means literally “to come under the influence of seven
things”; there were seven days in a week, and so on. It is no accident that
long service leave in many government departments is taken every seven
years.

It is therefore not difficult to understand why seven years of bad luck
came to be associated with the breaking of a mirror.

Primitive people believed that when a man saw his own image in a pool
of water, or in any other reflecting surface, what he saw was not merely a
reflection of himself, but rather his soul staring back at him.

The idea that the soul could be separated from the body at any time
without causing death, and that it could sometimes be seen as a reflection or
shadow, was a widely-held belief in many early communities around the
world.

If the separated soul or spirit remained unharmed, the body that it
normally belonged to was safe; but injury of any kind to one’s soul meant
the inevitable onset of misfortune or evil or even death.

These ancient beliefs are the basis of many of our superstitions
concerning the mirror. Many mothers will not allow their baby to see itself




UNIT 10

mainder coming from private sources.
Although federal dollars are the smallest share of public school funding,
- these dollars are still vital to school systems that are usually financially
strapped (55 1) and sometimes in dire (7] 41 #9) need of additional revenue.

(574 words)

For questions 1-8, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.

1. State government has been the largest source of public school funding
since the twentieth century.

2. The programs such as curricula, textbook selection, graduation re-
quirements, teacher and administrator certification, etc. are decided
by local education departments.

3. In the Northeast, the state bears more of the funding responsibility.

4. Educating students to learn values and norms is also the mission of
public schools.

5. Public schools are expected to offer students a variety of forms of
recreation and entertainment.

6. Many of Thomas Dye’s statements now have been delivering in public
schools as parents and society expected.

7. Private sources which come from non-government organizations are
one of the funds in the public school education.

8. Funds from national government contribute little to school education.

For questions 9-15, complete the sentences with the information given in the

passage.
9. Until the 19th century, ~ governments have born most of the
funding responsibility.
10. Local school districts are in charge of many operations of the
public schools.
__11. In New Hampshire, local school systems pay the ~ share of the

funding responsibility.
123
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tionists have still failed to device anything more efficient and reliable than
examinations. For all the pious claim that examinations text what you know,
it is common knowledge that they more often do the exact opposite. They
may be a good means of testing memory, or the knack (#£%5) of working
rapidly under extreme pressure, but they can tell you nothing about a per-
son’s true ability and aptitude (X %%).

As anxiety-makers, examinations are second to none. That is because so
much depends on them. They are the mark of success or failure in our soci-
ety. Your whole future may be decided in one fateful day. It doesn’t matter
that you weren 't feeling very well, or that your mother died. Little things
like that don’t count: the exam goes on. No one can give of his best when he
is in mortal terror, or after a sleepless night, yet this is precisely what the ex-
amination system expects him to do. The moment a child begins school, he
enters a world of vicious competition where success and failure are clearly
defined and measured. Can we wonder at the increasing number of “drop-
outs”: young people who are written off (4 44) as utter failures before they
have even embarked on a career? Can we be surprised at the suicide rate
among students?

A good education should, among other things, train you to think for
yourself. The examination system does anything but that. What has to be
learnt is rigidly laid down by a syllabus, so the student is encouraged to
memorize. Examinations do not motivate a student to read widely, but to re-
strict his reading; they do not enable him to seek more and more knowledge,
but induce cramming (%ﬂiiﬁ%ﬂ ). They lower the standards of teaching,
for they deprive the teacher of all freedoms. Teachers themselves are often
judged by examination results and instead of teaching their subjects, they
are reduced to training their students in exam techniques which they despise.
The most successful candidates are not always the best educated; they are
the best trained in the technique of working under force.

The results on which so much depends are often nothing more than a
subjective assessment by some anonymous examiner. Examiners are only
human. They get tired and hungry; they make mistakes. Yet they have to mark
stacks of hastily scrawled scripts (¥ # &%) in a limited amount of time.
They work under the same sort of pressure as the candidates. And their word
carries weight. After a judge’s decision you have the right of appeal, but not
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after an examiner’s. There must surely be many simpler and more effective
ways of assessing a person’s true abilities. Is it cynical (it & #7) to
suggest that examinations are merely a profitable business for the institu-
tions that run them? This is what it boils down (J344) to in the last anal-
ysis. The best comment on the system is this illiterate message recently
scrawled on a wall: “I were a teenage drop-out and now I are a teenage mil-

lionaire.”

(588 words)

For questions 1-8, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.

1. Though progress has been made in every field of study, the methods
of testing remain unchanged.

2. Examinations failed to tell people a person’s true ability.

3. The fate of students may be decided by examinations.

4. According to the author, the most importance of a good education is
to train students to think on their own.

5. Examinations can motivate a student to read widely.

6. If a teacher can teach students to get good results in the examination,
he/she will be regarded as a good teacher.

7. The most successful people are those who are usually drop-outs.

8. Examiners often carry more pressure than candidates.

For questions 9-15, complete the sentences with the information given in the
passage.
9. Examinations may be a good means of testing people’s
10. Because examinations can mark the success or failure in our society,
they are the best
11. As soon as a child enters school, he enters a world of
12. are considered as complete failures before they have even

begun a career.
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