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Theseus was the son of the Athenian king Aegeus and Aethra, daughter of the

king of Troezen.
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Before returning to Athens, Aegeus put a sword and a pair of shoes under a

big stone. He told his wife that when Theseus grew up, let him bring the sword and
shoes to Athens.
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When Theseus was old enough, his mother asked him to remove the stone.
Under it he found the sword and the shoes. She then told him to take them to his
father in Athens.
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On the land route there were great dangers because bandits robbed and killed
travellers. His mother and maternal grandfather advised him to go by sea;
however, Theseus insisted on going by land.
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Near the end of his first day’s journey he arrived at Epidaurus, the home of a

vicious savage named Periphetes. He always carried an iron club and used it to rob
travellers.
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Upon seeing Theseus approaching him, Periphetes raised the iron club high
and rushed forward.
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Periphetes swung his club, but Theseus dodged the mighty stroke.
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Theseus then wrested the iron club from Periphetes and felled the robber with

one blow. From that time on, the iron club became Theseus’ personal weapon.
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Theseus fought one battle after another along the way, winning each encoun-
ter. One day Theseus had his route blocked by another savage named Procrustes,
nicknamed the “stretcher”.
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He had an iron bed in which he cruelly placed all his captives. For those who
were too short, he stretched them to the length of the bed. For those who were too
long, he cut off parts of their bodies to shorten them to the desired length.
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Theseus attacked Procrustes and strapped him on his own bed. As Procrustes

was too long, Theseus cut off the extra length, his head, with an axe.
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After overcoming other numerous dangers and hazards, Theseus arrived at
last to Athens. He took the sword and the shoes to King Aegeus who proclaimed
Theseus his son at the sight of them.
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. Seeing that Theseus’ shoes were covered with dust and that his sword was
bloody, Aegeus knew that his son had travelled on the dangerous land route. He
held up his thumb in approval.

(14) REFRBMERAA, ERIGELFERBNR, FERER T
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Soon after coming to Athens, Theseus.found that his father often looked

extremely worried and seemed to have something troubling him.
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He did not wish to ask his father the reason, so he went quietly to the citizens

of the city.
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Someone told Theseus that Minos, king of Crete, kept a strange beast called
Minotaur. It had the body of an ox and the head of a man and had to be fed human
beings. Athens had to pay an annual tribute of seven pairs of young boys and girls.
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Minotaur was kept in a maze. Once someone was put into it, he could not

find the exit and was eventually eaten by it.
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The due date for paying the tribute was drawing near. Theseus asked his fa-
ther to allow him to go as one of the victims. He said he would rid the Athenian peo-
ple of this scourge.
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Noting Theseus’ great determinations, Aegeus permitted him to go. Theseus

was very happy to help his countrymen.
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Before the ship set sail, Theseus told his father that the black sail on the ship

would be changed to the white one if he successfully came back.
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With tears in his eyes, Aegeus saw his son sail off.
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After several days’ sailing, they arrived at Crete. Seven pairs of young boys

and girls were brought in front of King Minos.
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Minos’ daughter Ariadne stood beside her father and noticed the handsome

Theseus at once. Theseus also became struck with her béauty.
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When everything was quiet that night, Ariadne slipped out to meet Theseus

and gave him a sword and a ball of thread.



