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CHAPTER V

As soon as two bells were struck, the word was passed
for the liberty-men to get into the boat. I lingered be-
hind in the forecastle a moment, to take a parting glance
at its familiar features, and just as I was about to ascend
to the deck, my eye happened to light on the bread-barge!
and beef-kid, which contained the remnants of our last
hasty meal. Although 1 had never before thought of
providing anything in the way of food for our expedition,
as I fully relied upon the fruits of the island to sustain
us whercver we might wander, yet I could not resist the
inclination I felt to provide a luncheon from the relics
before me. Accordingly I tock a double handful of those
small, broken, flinty bits of biscuit which generally
go by the name of “midshipmen’s nuts,” and thrust them
into the bosom of my frock; in which same ample recep-.
tacle I had previously stowed away several pounds of
tobacco and a few yards of cotton cloth,—articles with
which I intended to purchase the good-will of the natives,
as soon as we should appear among them after the depar-
ture of our vessel.

This last addition to my stock caused a considerabie
protuberance in front, which I abated in a measure by

barge, #f b & 8 @, 1 4§ =R fH.
1



x A&

BHE FAUE

(RAEE— T R RERH_EBKF , ERE TR AT
FHETNME A, SRR A ST T, Ak SUEEY
B, BB FE R L (Toby) WAER,—B T HR Y
(Marquesas) Z B 55 & # A (Nakuheva) Bt £, %
FRALD) T I, T T — AR R LR, DA
RHEEM, 7
Vg dh LR A A T RIAR  RAEAL VR 88— &, RFTE
B RERC G, RIEAATE LM , R IRAEYSE RAE
B B BT AA RMB R L RH R A T
— RS RIERETERERY, HERMIER
EBFERTE LSRR B BRI RM, TR
PERAE IRRT A PE R A TRIB— W B, TR EFE T Rt
ZNE S FERT, KB A KA RIS, ((EBRRRT i R ARE
FR, D BRI A DTS M AL H AT S E M
BAEARAT , — WEARE RO R L ASSFE, M
A — i B , MR ] A R,

ARG T 4 B 0  BAAE LR a8 28, TRAV BRI

1




TYPER

shaking the bits of bread around my waist, and distribut-
ing the plugs of tobacco among tho folds of the garment.

Hardly had I completed these arrangements when my
name was sung out by a dozen voices, and I sprung upon
the deck, where I found all the party in the boat, and
impatient to shove off. 1 dropped over the side, and
seated myself, with the rest of the watch, in the stern
sheets, while the poor larboarders shipped their oars, and
commenced pulling us ashore.

This happened to be the rainy season at the islands,
and the heavens had nearly the whole morning be-
tokened one of those heavy showers which, during this
period, so frequently occur. The large drops fell bubbling
into the water shortly after our leaving the ship, and by
the time we had effected a landing, it poured down in
torrents. We fled for shelter under cover of an immense
canoe-house, which stood hard by the beach, and waited
for the first fury of the storm to pass.

It continued, however, without cessation; and the
monotonous beating of the rain overhead began to exert
a drowsy influence upon the men, who, throwing them-
selves here and there upon the large wer-canoes, after
chatting awhile, all fell asleep.

This was the opportunity we desired, and Toby and
I availed ourselves of it at once, by stealing out of the
canoe-house, and plunging into the depths of an extensive
grove that was in its rear. After ten minutes’ rapid
progress, we gained an open space, from which we could
just descry the ridge we intended to mount looming
dimly through the mists of the tropical shower, and dis-
tant from us, as we estimated, something more than a
mile. Our direct course towards it lay through a rather
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populous part of the bay; but desirous as we were of evad-
ing the natives, and securing an unmolested! retreat?
to the mountains, we determined, by taking a circuit?
through some extensive thickets, to avoid their vicinity
altogether.

The heavy rain that still continued to fall without inter-
mission, favoured our enterprise, as it drove the islanders
into their houses, and prevented any casual meeting with
them. Our heavy frocks soon became completely saturat-
ed with water, and by their weight, and that of the articles
we had concealed beneath them, not a little impeded our
progress. But it was no time to pause, when at any
moment we might be surprised by a body of the savages,
and forced at the very outset to relinquish our undertaking.

Since leaving the canoe-house we had scarcely ex-
changed a single syllable with one another, but when we
entered a second narrow opening in the wood, and again
caught sight of the ridge before us, I took Toby by the
arm, and pointing along its sloping outline to the lofty
heights at its extremity, said, in a low tone, “Now, Toby,
not a word, nor a glance backward, till we stand on the
summit of yonder mountain; so no more lingering, but
let us shove ahead while we can, and in a few hours’ time
we may laugh aloud. You are the lightest and the
nimblest, so lead on, and I will follow.”

“All right, brother,” said Toby, “quick’s our play,
only iet’s keep close together, that’s all;” and so saying,
with a bound like a young roe, he cleared a brook which
ran across our path, and rushed forward with a quick
step.

lunmolested, K & B¥ . Zretreat, i jg #i J5. 1circuit 4% J&.
3



E3 T

SRR\ M A A0 LR B 4 A AL L)
A~ B B SRR M T, P e B At , BB
FEDBR , 552 2 S0 B A P4 FRAE A S ST 48 55

BB A AR RIINER TS, EEAE
BB N RAEAP B, 7 AR AR A P A58 , FAPI 0 4
RRAHORAR T, A AR A TEEE T, FEEM KR,
B _E AR ST RSO 76 , KRR TP 17 1B 2 AR
VARBEL S8, BB BRI SR RN O AT L g B
BF B , — A R S , P R P T A

T (2 VLR SR LI, 4 B R 8 T M — 4038 1845
RPEABHRAE D, R IR P
R, TRARAE T B RO T, T 3 LD SR RHER, 47 T EIR
B A R BNE . T, R E S, LR
T, S E) SRS TEANE 00 W TH , TSI, FRUATRMF
PESEH , TR RE S RO ER , BRI A , B AT,
BePURAT LU R, ARA9 BT , S AR T
B, TR 4% 0]
YRR, TR, BERA R R, KB
PP BAE— T, T 550 5 T 3, — T A R — P
— Y, TV B T WA A R 8, T2, B 555
603 T |



TYPER

When we arrived within a short distance of the ridgs,
we were stopped by a mass of tall yellow reeds, growing
together as thickly as they could stand, and as tough
and stubborn as so many rods of steel; and we perceived,
to our chagrin,! that they extended midway up the eleva-
tion we proposed to ascend.

For a moment we gazed about us in quest of & more
practicable route; it was, however, at once apparent that
there was no resource but to pierce this thicket of canes
at all hazards. We now reversed our order of march,
I, being the heaviest, taking the lead, with a view? of
breaking a path through the obstruction, while Toby fell
into the rear.

Two or three times I endeavoured to insinuate myself
between the canes, and, by dint of? coaxing and bending
them, to make some progress; but a bull-frog might as
well have tried to work a passage through the teeth of a
comb, and T gave up the attempt in despair.

Half wild with meeting an obstacle we had so little
anticipated, I threw myself desperately against it, crush-
ing to the ground the canes with which I came in contact,
and, rising to my feet again, repeated the action with like
effect. Twenty minutes of this violent exercise almost
exhausted me, but it carried us some way into the thicket;
when Toby, who had been reaping the benefit of my labours
by following close at my heels, proposed to become pioneer
in turn, and accordingly passed ahead with a view of
affording me a respite from my exertions. As, however,
with his slight frame he made but bad work of it, I was
soon obliged to resume my old place again.

1chagrin, 4 3. 2with a view, i 7. 3by dint of, .
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On we toiled, the perspiration starting from our bodies
in floods, our limbs torn and lacerated with the splintered
fragments of the broken canes, until we had proceeded
perhaps as far as the middle of the brake, when suddenly
it ceased raining, and the atmosphere around us became
close and sultry beyond expression. The elasticity of the
reeds quickly recovering from the temporary pressure of
our bodies, caused them to spring back to their original
position, so that they closed in upon us as we advanced,
and prevented the circulation of the little air which might
otherwise have reached us. Besides this, their great
height completely shut us out from the view of surround-
ing objects, and we were not certain but that we might
have been going all the time in a wrong direction.

Fatigued with my long-continued efforts, and panting
for breath, I felt myself completely incapacitated for any
further exertion. I rolled up the sleeve of my frock,
and squeezed the moisture it contained into my parched
mouth. But the few drops I managed to obtain gave
me little relief! and I sank down for & moment with a
sort of dogged apathy, from which I was aroused by Toby,
who had devised a plan to free us from the net in which
we had become entangled.

He was laying about him lustily with his sheath-knife,
lopping the canes right and left, like a reaper, and soon
made quite a clearing around us. This sight reanimated?
me; and seizing my own knife, I hacked and hewed away
without mercy. But, alas! the farther we advanced the
thicker and taller, and apparently the more interminable,
the reeds became.

1 relief, fif §k. 2reanimated, T K & .
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I began to think we were fairly snared, and had alniost
made up my mind that without a pair of wings we should
never be able to escape from the toils, when all at once 1
discerned a peep of daylight through the canes on my
right, and, communicating the joyful tidings to Toby, we
both fell to with fresh spirit, and speedily opening a passage
towards it, we found ourselves clear of perplexities, and
in the near vicinity of the ridge.

After resting for a few moments we began the ascent,
and after a little vigorous climbing found ourselves close
to its summit. JInstead, however, of walking along its
ridge, where we should have been in full view of the na-
tives in the vales beneath, and at a point where they could
easily intercept us, were they so inclined, we cautiously
advanced on one side, crawling on our hands and knees,
and screened from observation by the grass through which
we glided, much in the fashion of a couple of serpents.
After an hour employed in this unpleasant kind of locomo-
tion, we started to our feet again, and pursued our way
boldly along the crest of the ridge.

Toby and I, in high spirits, were making our way rapid-
ly along the ridge, when suddenly from the valleys below,
which lay on either side of us, we heard the distant shouts
of the natives, who had just descried us, and to whom our
figures, brought in bold relief against the sky, were plainly
revealed.

Glancing our eyes into these valleys, we perceived their
savage inhabitants hurrying to and fro, seemingly under
the influence of some sudden alarm, and appearing to the
eye scarcely bigger than so many pigmies, while thei:
white thatched dwellings, dwarfed by the distance, looked
like baby-houses. As we looked down upon the islanders

6



3 X

REYAPRMPZEABGRT, REFITEEHEA
PRAEE L, B R ORI BT M T o E ks
B . RAR B RAERN ARG AL Ik P AT, i
B HER GEVIR I, R WA BN EHEORE, Bk,
AABRBBRME TR, BT SR T7 o

BMKE—& BRI, MEERHRUZE,
RABLBEE) L TR RMATRIE IH L, Bl T il
B L NE R, L H R 303, P R
B, RIRA B BB, ORI A—B
B, FEMTFREHARMEIC, HRFEMCHME R
RAETAN, ENTE R, RAPVE R BAR R R AR, /M
A IRANC T #0 — B , 18 B SUREAE , i E 1L
FHTEHR LR

LR A R A ®AWE IR E, 2R
B8 RUBBRH 1 AR WA 12 1L W S5 0 L4028,
F B RRIF, B TEARE R FoH RSN 1A
RT,

RAHERRN AR, BEREFAMERES, FRE
R T BRI R RMA A, BPAMERAB AR
BARER, MPEEN O GERE M2 T, HERY
FHEFE DB — R 8 BN & BT BAFMRKR,



