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Florence Nightingale

“Let’s take a long trip round Europe,” said
Mrs Nightingale to Mr Nightingale, “like
other rich people do.”

By the time they got home they had had two
children. Each was named after the city she

was born 1n.

Parthenope ...

Parthenope  Fjoence

and Florence.



The Nightingales lived in a house in
Derbyshire. It was a very big house, but
not big enough for Mrs Nightingale.

So they bought a bigger house in

Hampshire too.




Florence had lots of toys and pets to play

with — and twenty-seven cousins.
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Life was very different then for girls. There
was no school at all for poor girls and even

rich ones weren’t taught much.

Florence was, though, thanks to her father.

What shall we start
with today?




Florence’s mother was worried. “No one likes
CLEVER girls!” she said. “Piano playing,
embroidery, flower arranging — that’s what

',’

Florence needs to learn

But Florence would grow up to do a lot more

than flower arranging.




When Florence was seventeen the Nightin-

gales went to Europe again. They visited

many different places and had lots of fun.




But Florence got bored in the end. She was

glad when they arrived back home.

“I’ve had enough of parties,” she said. “I'd

like to study maths now, please.”

Her parents didn’t think much of that idea.

11



So Florence found something her parents
WOULD let her do. She went visiting the
poor and sick. She did her best to help them.




Florence wanted to learn more. “I must work

in a hospital now,” she said.

Even her father got cross this time — but,
then, hospitals were not the same in those

days.

“Nursing?” said her mother. “The shame of

it! You might as well be a kitchen-maid!”
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But one person was on her side. He was a very

important man called Sidney Herbert.
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“Nursing needs people like you,” he said.

“If you really want to learn, then start with

these!”

Florence took the books and studied every

one of them in secret.
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