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Xinjiang Ground Jay Podoces biddulphi

An endemic species in Taklimakan Desert
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Preface

The Ground Jays, genus Podoces, which inhabit the desert and
semi-desert regions were historically little known by the people, and
Xinjiang Ground Jay or Tarim Ground Jay Podoces biddulphi, ~which
is only found in Taklimakan Desert, the Tarim Basin of the western
China, is especially little known in the world. Compared with the
true chough, the Ground Jay has its own features. The four species
of ground jays are less dark in colour than the crows and are similar
in size to the Nutcracker Nucifraga caryocatactes. Their curved bill is
just like the bill of the Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax
but their plumage is similar to the Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius.
They have strong legs which enable them to run quickly on the
ground. As their names indicate they spend much of their time on
the ground but they also nest in shrubs and trees. So the Ground
Jay has the chief characters of the Corvids and they are close
taxonomically to the Nutcracker, Common Magpie, the Choughs and
the Eurasian Jay.

Xinjiang Ground Jay Podoces biddulphi was first named in 1874
by Allan Hume. Subsequent records (Ludlow and Kinnear 1933; Qian
Yanwen et al,1965) are rare. Protection and research projects
concerning the Xinjiang Ground Jay began at the end of the 20th
century. At that time the Ground Jay Research Group received help
from Wild Bird Society of Japan, “China Conservation Fund” of the
Hong Kong Bird Watching Society, Global Greengrants Fund (GGFY
Tides Foundation and a fund of the Department of National Science
& Technology of China (G1999043509).

We also wish to express our sincere appreciation to Tiziano
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Londei (Italy), Eugene Potapov, Walther Thiede, Michael Rank (UK),
David Saunders, Miroslav Bobek (Czech), Krys Kazmierczak, Edward
Dickinson, Brian Sykes, Michael Walters, Jiri Hruby, Otto Pfister
(Colombia), Vladimir M. Loskot , Igor Fefelov (Russia), Jevgeni
Shergalin(Estonia), Aasheesh Pittie, Sanjiv Kumar Gupta, Colin Trainor
(India), Sergey Yerokhov (Kazakhstan), Elena Kreuzberg—Mukhina
(Uzbekistan), Nick Moran, Didier Godreau, C. Debaine—Francfort, S.
Lepetz, J. Suire (France), Stephan Ernst, Dieter Ammermann, Steve
Pryor, Magnus Gelang, R. Lewthwaite, Gunthard Dornbusch(Germany),
Simba Chan, Kwok Hon Kai, C. Y. Lam ( Hong Kong), H. F.
Cheung, Hung Wai Ming , Geoff Carey, Paul Leader, He Fen-—qi,
Jesper Hornskov(Denmark), Tim Worfolk, Lei Fu—min, Axel Braunlich,
Mike Crosby, Christine Alder, Anastasia Popovkina, M.Gelang(Sweden),
M. L. Chiang ( Taiwan ) ,R.Grimmett and Ma Wenliang, also including
some friends from BirdLife International, Oriental Bird Club (OBC)
and China Ornithological Society. Thanks for their participation and
interest in this book.

In the years 2002-2003, on the spot investigation increased.
During this period the Ground Jay Research Group received financial
and material support from the Xinjiang Conservation Fund, the Oasis -
Foundafion of Xinjiang Institute of Ecology and Geography, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, National Natural Science Foundation of China
(N0.30270211,N0.39970132,N0.40271011),National Bird Banding Cen-
ter and WWF — China Program.

This book is intended as a simple account of our recent work,
and our aim is to make some suggestions for the protection of the
ground jays,especially Xinjlang Ground Jay and. Mongolian Ground
Jay,which is an essential task over the next few years. More research

reports will be published in the next few months and years.
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Table 1 The number of genera and species in the Corvids

B 2 HFPE PEIE EE U

1. 8188 Platylophus 1
2.8 E Platysmurus 1
3.153L88 Gymnorhinus 1
4. GNISE Cyanocitta 2
5. \158 Aphelocoma 3(5)
6. I3LE R Cyanolyca 9
7. 15058 Cyanocorax 16(17)
8. 585E Calocitta 2
9. 518 Psilorhinus 1(0)
10. 1ATSR Garrulus 3 1 1
11.[B2EE Perisoreus 3 2 1
12 EENE Urocissa 5 4
13. 5588 Cissa 3 2
14.KEEE Cyanopica 1 1
15. 5N EE Dendrocitia 7 3
16. 1898 Crypsirina 2 1
17. BENEE Temnurus 1 1
18.88 & Pica 2 1 1
19.[RABR Zavastariornis 1
20. IS/ Podoces 4 2 2
21. (TS Pseudopodoces 1 1 1
2. 28R Nucifraga 32 1 1
23. UISE Pyrrhocorax 2 2 2
24 ISR Prilostomus 1
25.18 B Corvus 47(41) 8 6

& it 122(117) 30 15

(¥ & % ,2002; Madge and Burn, 1994; ¥ 4£ %7 ,2000; % % ,2001b)



