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Foreword

Kunshan, the rising industrial and commercial city with typical characteristics of Jiangnan watery village and export-oriented economy, lies between
Shanghai and Suzhou with beauty of green hills and clear water.
Early as 5000 years ago, the industrious Kunshan people created ancient civilization here. It has been a beautiful scenery spot rich with products
and prosperous with culture and education. Many famous people have been living on or from this promised land, which has been rich in historic
culture. You may see it in the Jiangnan watery village with little bridges and waters, the unique garden sites, well known delicacies, the colorful and
fascinating materialized living, such as clothing, architecture of civil houses, etc. Also, you can find it in the cultures like the broad and deep art of
Kunqu, the charming traditional music and the world famous calligraphy and paintings of Kunshan. You can still taste it in the active cultural creation,
the strong cultural atmosphere and the mature psychology of culture. Kunqu, the "Father of Operas" was named "the human verbal legacy and non-
material legacy" by the UNESCO and the famous remarks "Whether the country will rise or fall, every common man has his obligation" by Gu
Yanwu, form a forever cultural background of Kunshan.
Kunshan now is taking the advantage of the policy of Reforming and Opening to the outside world, found the characteristic " Way of Kunshan" which
takes the breath of the world, became a bright sight spot of Jiangsu economy. In 2001, each of the GDP, the average financial revenue, and the total
*sum of imports and exports takes the first place in Jiangsu province. At entering the new century, Kunshan won the names of "national health city",
"national environmental protection model city" and "national civilized and advanced city". Comprehensively, it takes the third place in all the county
level cities in the nation and first place in Jiangsu province, trying to win "cultural characteristic city", "national gardening city" and "national civilized
city".
The published Kunshan Contemporary Artworks Collections shows the best 80 artworks of the contemporary artists. These artworks include a great
variety of subjects, various styles and sorts of schools. It covers the features of Kunshan contemporary art. Publication of the Kunshan
Contemporary Artworks Collections helps not only in carrying forward Chinese traditional culture, advancing exploitation and exchange in the
contemporary art field, but also in strengthening socialistic spiritual civilization to create a "cultural and artistic atmosphere" matching the culture

featured city at the entrance to the new century. | hope the artists in Kunshan put themselves deep into everyday life, reflect the time features, and

G
BhTh

Mayor of Kunshan Government

produce more and better artworks for the society.
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A Painting Tells More Than Itself
As a preface (Preface )

| don't know painting, and | don't know painting appreciation, I'm only talking about my impressions here.

Kunshan has been rich in sorts of cultures. Great masters of literature and arts in the history have their influences over the country. That laid the
foundation of cultures in Kunshan. But a "foundation" is anyway laid by ancestors. While enjoying the fruits and referring to the experiences of our
ancestors, shouldn't we give a thought on that the so called "we" shall be "ancestors" in the future, that is, our "ancestors” have left us so much
cultural heritage, what can "we" leave behind to our offspring?

It is known that "The Way of Kunshan" has created world famous material civilization. "We" have exceeded our "ancestors" and shall not be
shameful to our "offspring". While in spirit or cultural, we are not that strong. There is something outstanding, but it's only a certain area or a certain
style. Generally, we are not able to be optimistic, to say nothing of pride. Some froth of culture is not even worthy of mention. What we are trying to
do is to stimulate creation and improve the painting to higher level while showing the achievements.

You may well say it is a fruitful effort. Those artists from Kunshan are excellent not only in painting; they have also good moral characters. Especially
for those artists working outside Kunshan, when they go out of Kunshan, their artworks are known from Kunshan to the whole nation, some of them
even known by the world. No matter how far away they are from their hometown, how great success they have achieved, they miss their hometown
and their motherland. When | say a painting tells more than itself, that is what we usually mean: art and skills are shown not only in the article itself,
for being a good person and making good articles usually supplement each other. | stand to the point that either litterateurs or artists, they succeed
first by talent and opportunity; then by perseverance and strength; finally, it is the personality that wins - Mr. Hou Beiren, the American citizen of
Chinese origin, has decided to donate calligraphies and paintings he collected and made to the municipality of Kunshan. As a descendant of the
family from Kunshan but never been to the place, Mr. Hou sent two of his newly created artworks, which are both perfect in technique and great in
momentum, the artworks are modern and vigorous. Bear it in your mind that Mr. Hou is 85 years old! So, obviously, it is his spirit and personality
besides his profound Chinese culture and long time learning of western arts that he relies on to create such admirable artworks.

Compared to this, the artworks by artists from Kunshan now are at various levels. They do have made some progress, even some breakthrough
(some of them will surely "go" out from Kunshan to the country or even further). But average levels are still common. Some of them are profound in
traditional foundation but lack of creation and individuality. More of them, I'm afraid, are content with "OK" but not trying their best to achieve

proficiency. Therefore, they don't have their own styles. It's like all kinds of colors are shown but few of them are bright enough. Besides, the artworks



of the artists from Kunshan are not completely collected in such a short time. But never mind, for we have a start anyway, and we have so many
artists from Kunshan have made great achievements outside. | am sure that as long as we spare no effort, their "today" is the "tomorrow" of us, and
our "tomorrow" might be the "foundation” to be left behind.

We used to say, culture lays the foundation while economy takes the stage; but when economy reaches some level, it is the economy's turn to lay
the foundation and culture to take the stage. For that reason, the government of Kunshan gives more and more care and support to culture: the
album of paintings is to be published this year, next year will be an album of calligraphies, as for literature, Yang Shousong Corpus of 4.5 million

characters will be published. In a word, we still have a lot to do, and we should do a lot of work, and we shall have something to leave behind.

e

Yang Shousong
Vice President of the Association of Suzhou Culture

President of the Association of Kunshan Culture
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One More Beautiful Sight Spot (preface2)

"The Way of Kunshan" brought economic prosperity to Kunshan, brought heavy purses to the people in Kunshan, and it calls for more and better
artworks of the artists.

Kunshan is old in history and rich in cultures. On this beautiful land, "Kunqu" was born and reputed as the "Father of Operas"; there have been
ideologist Gu Yanwu, litterateur Gui Youguang, educationist Zhu bailu; there also have been Zhu Derun, Wang Lu, Xia Chang and Gong Xian, who
have been pretty influential in Chinese painting history. We are now endued with the task of inheriting and developing national cultures, referring
and using foreign cultures to create artworks matching the history and the contemporary era.

The city Party committee and government of Kunshan propose to "build a cultural characteristic city" this year, it is a slogan to encourage us; it is
more of a task and a responsibility. For the future of Kunshan, we have to be concrete to carry out our duties and spare no effort for deploitation and
innovation.

As a response to the slogan, Kunshan Painting and Calligraphy Institute made preparation for New Century - New Kunshan - New Paintings —
Exhibition of Kunshan Contemporary Artworks. Those outstanding paintings were chosen and compelled as an album, showing the plentiful fruits of
reforming and opening up in Kunshan and the art styles of those artists in Kunshan. The city governors thought much of and take great care of the
activity; experts and professors came from all over the country to the site for lecturing; artists in Kunshan tried their best and concentrated in their
work: some artists from all over the world whose family from Kunshan made and gave their paintings with great enthusiasm.

As one of the participants, | was touched from time to time by the perseverance and preciseness of the working attitude of my peer workers, and
the devotion of the experts and professors shown to their hometown and motherland. This is a precious fortune of spirit, and it is also the motive
that drives us forward.

Of course, from the historic and future point of view, fine arts in Kunshan shall still further progress; the artists in Kunshan shall arouse all their

5 £ 4=

Ma Shengijia

efforts to achieve higher level. That is also one of the purposes of the activity.

Vice Director of the Propaganda Unit of CPC in Kunshan City

Party Secretary of the Association of Kunshan Culture
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The Specially Invited Artists

Hou Beiren
Lu Fang

Cao Changwu
Cao Fuluan

Wang Jieyin

Zha Guojun

Xu Shan

Zhang Jianjun
Yao Su
Shen Mo

Wu Jianhua

President of the American Society for the Advancement of Chinese Arts

Professor of Chinese Fine Arts College

Professor of Shandong Arts College

Professor of Nanjing Arts College

Vice President of Association of Shanghai Fine Arts
Professor of Fine Arts College of Shanghai University
Consultant of International Art Exchange of America
The member of North American Art Federation

The President of the Painting Association of the Chinese in the U.S
Director of Fu Baoshi Memorial

National First Level Artist

Chief Artist of Suzhou Art Gallery

Director of Suzhou Art Gallery

Director of Association of Australian Eastern Artists

Assistant Professor of Suzhou Art and Crafts Professional College
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