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2 Mr. Bick:rstaff* Visits a Friend
There are several persons who have many plea-
sures and entertainments in their possession, which
they doio?onjoy. It is," therefore, a kind and good
o(ﬁmﬁ@%cgﬁx@int them with their own happiness, and
g thejeal ention o such instances of their good
fortune as they are apt to overlook. Psrsons in the
" masrried state often want such a monitor; and plie
away.their days, by looking upon the same conditi’L
in anguish and murmur, which carries with it in t
opinion of others a complicalion of all the pleasures
of life, and a retreat from its inquietudes.

I am led into this thought by a visit T made an"i
old friend, who .was formerly my school-fellow. He

’
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to acquailffivst .- %0 TMorm [T,  to turs their attention
to=todirect@heir atfMion to [ifph "8l which (1..10): gL
Z antecedent £ FijfTiy the same condition.

I am led into this thought by a visit I made an old friend,
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4 MR. BICKERSTAFF VISIIS A FRIEND

Teame to town last week with his family for the winter,
-and yesterday morning sent-me word his wife ex-
pected me to dinner. I am, as it were, at home at
that house, and every member of it knows me for
their ngl-“,xhor I cannot indeed express the
chaf-\lre it ig, to be met by the children with so much
A“?&yw P <vhen I go thither. The boys and girls
st.ive who sha!l come first, when they think it is I
that am knocking at the docn, and that child v 1ch_
loses the race to me runs back again to tell the fa
it is Mr. Bickerstaff. This day I was led in L, &
pretty girl, that we all thought must have forgotten
me; for the family has been out of town these tw
years. Her knowing me again was a mighty subjé‘d
with us, and took_up our discourse at the first 4
entrance. -~ After Whlch they began to rally me upen.
a thousand little slories they heard in the country,
about my marriage to one of my mneighbour’s
d-ughters. Upon which the gentleman, my friend,
guid, ‘Nay, if Mr. Bickerstaff marries a child of any
of hls old companions, I hope mifk ghall have?
preference; there is Mrs. Mary }g‘,‘_ .\i‘gxteea&»,
would make him as fine a widow as the bcst of them

\‘l
He came . .. for the winter: x;ﬂﬁauzzq:nammaxm}_tﬁ
p B &7 BAR Y FB%, TG AU TS P8 Yo expested me to
E if

dinner: W PR ‘3R,  as it werg: (fiﬂ';&a to strives -
£" {0 con'end wi.h on¢ anothe- (a1, m;ase the race=1{o fail in

4 the race. that (l. 12): s> a.ntn ‘ewint J& a pretéy girl. !
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FALR MR. BICKEsSTALF VISITS A FRIEND

A

‘,Hut I know him too well; he is so enamoured with
he very memory of those who flourished in our
youth, that he will not so much as look upon the
mo:’erp.-b: auties. I remember, old gentleman, how
.t»?"'\ oa went home in a day to refresh your coun-
te naz \’e l'vl(h 33 when Teramin'a reigned in your
% As we came up in the ccach, I re; seated to my
wife some of your vers:s on her.” V1H1 gach reflac-
tisns on little passazes which happened long a,cr& 2
passed our tim>, during a cheerful and elegant .
After dinner, his lady leit the room, as did also th"
children. As soon as we were alone, he took me by
the hand; ‘Well, my good friend,” says he, ‘I agl
heartily glad to see thee; I was afraid you woulddl
never have seen all the company that dinsd with you !;
:
|

to-da~ again. Do mot you think the good woman of.
the house a little altered since you followed her from
the play-hous:, to find out who she was, for me?’> I
perceived a tear fall dewn his check as he spoke
which moved me not a little. Bul fo turn thgeg "
course, I said, ‘She is not indgeds qﬁttv""hat creat
she was, when she returned mggmé 1‘\%ter I warritd
from you; and told me, ‘‘she Lop: d,.as I was a gentle.
man, I would be employed no more to trouble herym
who had mever offended me; but would be so much

' the gentleman’s friend, as to dissuade him from a

those (i. 2): #AHEGEA (those beax":\g)) Teraminta: ERMA
AR AT, AR AT J‘J%%’-Zﬁﬂll-ﬂhﬁmim‘lﬂ? :
Swift mﬂ‘ﬂﬁn;af*m__,iz ;33% @mhnson [} Miss Vanhomngh
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- Ao MR, BICKERSTAFF VISITS A FRIZND
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.
‘pursult which he could never succeed in.”” You may
4emembor, ‘1 thought her in earnest; and you were
forced to employ your cousin Will, who made his
sister:;gj,a,cquainted with her, for you. You cannot
exnﬂe\a her to be for ever fifteen.” ‘Fifteen!’ replied

A%(%’d f@gpd ‘Ah! you little understand, you that

aave Y ived a bachelor, how great, how exquisite a
pleasure therc is, in being really beloved! It is
imposgible, that the most beauteous face in nature
should raise in me such pleasiag ideas, as when I ¥adk
upon that excellent woman. That fading in “her
countenance is chiefly caused by her watching with
me in my fever. This was followed by a fit of slckness
which had liked to have carried her off last w1nter.(

I tell you sincerely, I have so many obligations to her,

that I cannot, with any sort of moderation, think of

her present state of health. But as to what you say of
fifteen, she gives me every day pleasures beyond what

I ever knew in the possession of her beauty, when I

was in the vigour of youth. Every moment qfﬁer :

v"'—-‘: ‘N % ,-
in earnest=seriously [ HisEARDY] :u;l.l werg forced=ybu

were compelled [EBAEAIFT o wuifwunam ammu&, *

B AZIMRE BN LERBRK, N4 FHy—#5 (M Elizabeth 0}

Bessy, Thomas Wit Tom), PF DABL fE % <2, you that have lived

a bachelor: AJMH/NRTAA, LM A TR R B8 T A
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o MR BICKERSTAFF VISITS A FRIAND
-
life brings me fresh instances of her complaceney to

5 Rl rh R ;
my inelinations, and her prudence in-regard to my

fortune. Ifor face is to me much more beautiful than
when I first saw it; there is no-decay in any feature,
Whi;liﬁ cannot trace, from the very ingtant it was
.\g%c@‘g{: RorL bz jome anxious concern for my welfare
and Thtcrests. Thus, at the same time, methinks, the
love I donceived towards her for what she was, is
heightened by my gratitude for what she is. The love
of a wife is as much aboye the idle passion commonl,

called by that name, as toe loud laughter of buffoons
is inferior_to the elegant mirth of gentlemen. Oh,
MML In her examination of her _g
household affairs, she shows a certain fearfulness to #
find a fault, which makes her servants obey her like
children, and the meanest we have has an ingenuous
shame for an offence, not always to Le seen in children
in other families. I speak freely to you, my old
‘friend; ever since her sickness, things that gave me
the quickest joy before, turn now to a certain anxie

As the children play in the n&gxtﬁr(;:vm,g‘i know th
poor things by their steps, and mypcﬁnsi*’ering wha
they must do, should they lose their g ther in their
tender years. The pleasure I used to take in telling
my boy stories of battles, an T asking my zisl questions

£ 4
fcomplacency =the disposi jon to please; complaisance [MR#],
. J

£ OBl she is an inostimabie jewe!: WD & TR T, B
LS AR Y o __‘[0 finl a fault=to dis
: [ﬁlﬁ'h!‘fi“‘%’ih&@f'w&?b:"e meanest servant-
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4,12 MR. BICKERSTAFF VISIIE A FRIEND

<
about the disposal of her baby, and the gossiping of
it, is turned into inward reflection and melancholy.”

He would have gone on in this tender way, when
the good lady entered, and with an “mexpressible
sweetness in her countenance iold us, ‘she had been

Agg;x%lfli_ggwloset for something very good, to treat

stenvanrold 1rend as T was.’ Her husband’s eyes
sparkled with pleasure at the cheerfulness of her
countenance; and I saw all his fear vanish in an
instant. The Yady observing something in our looks
which showed we had been more serious than ordinary,
and seeing her husband receive her with great concern
under a forced cheerfulness, immediately guessed at )'
what we had been talking of; and applying herself to~
me, said, with a smile, ‘Mr. Bickerstaff, do not believe -
a word of what he tells you; T shall still live to have
you for my second, as I have often promised you,
unless he takes more care of himself than he has done
gince his coming to town. You must know, he tells
me that he finds London is a much more hesi*hy place
than the country; for he sees severa] of his U%q
quaintance and school-fellows are j;fegé, young feliows .
with fair full-bottomed periwigs. ~ Iigguld scarce keep
him in this morning from going out open-breasted.’
My friend, who is always extremely delighted with

her baby=her doll. inward reflection: REaDBSBE,
would have gone on=would have continued to talk. some-

thing: —Hiit. a forced cheerfulnesg=4a» unnatural cheerful.

neis. applying herse’f to me=putving herself close to me.
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