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Unit 1 A Successful Language Learner
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Unlt €

A Successful Lch‘guage Learner

In this unit you will

read a text about how to be a successful language learner
develop your integrated skills
T learn the “word” idioms by listening
™2 learn how to use the basic reading skill; Determining the Main Idea
= learn to use the basic translation skill: Conversion
% learn how to write an informal letter
2 talk orally practice about how to become a good language learner

learn about grammatical focus of word formation

learn merrily: Why Do Earthworms Come Out after a Rain
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Warming-up Activity _
How long have you been studying English? Do you think of yourself as a successful language

learner? Do the following quiz and try to be as honest as you can. (You may tick more than one
choice.) Then you may know what kind of learners you are.

1. When you start learning English, do you know what you want to get out of it?

A. Yes, always. B. Yes, sometimes. C. No, never.
2. Do you know more or less what level you are now?
A. Yes. B. No.
3. When you learn a new piece of language, do you try to practice it afterwards?
21 y
[ A. Never B. Occasionally. C. Sometimes.
4 D. Usually. E. Always.
?Z\ 4. Do you try to understand the rules of the language you are learning?
2 A. Not really, I just try to speak it as well as I can.
B B. Yes, I think it’s important to understand the rules.
p
R C. I'd like to understand the rules, but sometimes there are so many exceptions that it’s
gl P
% impossible!
» 5. How do you remember new vocabulary?
A.Idon’t! B. I write alphabetical lists in my notebook.
C. I revise new words regularly. D. I write lists with translations.

E. I draw pictures.
6. Do you check your work before you give it to the teacher?
A. Always. B. Sometimes. C. Occasionally. D. Never.
7. Do you ever have any contact with English speakers?
A. No, Idon’t live in an English-speaking country, so it’s difficult for me to meet them.
B. Yes, I'm living in an English-speaking country now, so I meet them everyday.
C. Yes, sometimes. | try to meet them as much as I can evén though I don’t live in an
English-speaking country.
D. It's not important for me to meet English speakers, so I never do.
8. What do you do when you feel depressed about your English?
A. 1 think to myself: “Everybody gets dépressed about their English sometimes; I must
carry on.”
B. I go and do something else for a bit.
C. Itake up aerobics instead.
D. 1 think about learning another language instead.
9. How do you feel about learning English? (Be honest!)
A. Thate it, but I have to do it. _ i
B. 1 like it most of the time, but sometimges it’s rather dull and boring.



Unit1 A Successful Language Learner r —)|
C. Iloveit.
D. Ihave no feelings about it — I just need to do it for my work or my studies.

10. How do you feel about either British or American or Australian culture?
A. Tam not interested in it at all.
B. I'am quite interested in it.
C. Iam very interested in it.
D. Iam not really interested in it, but I realize I need to understand it in order to understand
the language better. ' '

Then go to refer to the Answers and Interpretations in the appendix, you will get to know
which kind of learners you are and get some advice on how to adjust your learning ways and
become a more successful language learner. :

Text
How to Be a Successful Language Learner?

Learning a foreign language islusually a very difficult task for most adults. They need
hundreds of hours of study and practice, and even this will not guarantee success for every adult
language learner. '

~ Language learning is different from other kinds of learning. Some people who are very
intelligent and successful in their fields find it difficult to succeed in language learning.
Conversely, some people who are successful language learners find it difficult to succeed in other
fields.

Then you may wonder what a successful language learner do? Language learning research
shows that successful language learners are similar in many ways. l

First of all, successful language learners are independent learners. They do not depe_nd on
the book or the teacher; they discover their own way to learn the language. Instead of waiting for
the teacher to explain, they try to find the patterns and the rules for themselves. They are good
guessers who look for clues and form their own conclusions. When they guess wrong, they guess
again. They try to learn from their mistakes.

Successful language learning is active learning. Therefore, successful learners do not wait
for a chance to use the language; they look for such a chance. They find people who speak the
language and they ask these people to correct them when they make a mistake. They will try
anything to communicate. They are not afraid to repeat what they hear or to say strange things;
they are willing to make mistakes and try again. When communication is difficult, they can accept
information that is inexact or incomplete. It is more important for them to learn to think in the
language than to know the meaning of every word. | '

Finally, successful language learners are learners with a purpose. They want to learn the

R DB
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‘language because they are interested in the language and the people who speak it. It is necessary
for them to learnthe language in order to communicate with these people and to learn from them.
They find it easy to practice using the language regularly because they want to Jearn with:it.

What kind of language learner are you? If you are a successful language learner, you have
probably been learning independently, actively, and purposefully. On the other hand, if. your
language learning has been less than successful, you might do well to try some of the techniques
outlined:above. ' ' '

g

‘guarantée /, ifnves RIE; R
intelligent /in'telidsant/ a. BREARY, BARH B
conversely /'konvaisli/ adv. FE5I3H
similar /'similo/ a. AT, FEELH
independent / indi'pendont/ a. 437, BEHT o
patem [prtn/n. B, ;T EE
L clue fkluz/n. B, R -

)

- communicate /ka'mjuznikeit/ vi. vt.. B, T, 5B
inexact / inig'zaekt/ a. RIEBERY, THEHE

... incomplete / inkam'pizt/ a.. ATEEH .

. regularly./'regjuloli/ adv. EEFTH; BHM TP
purposefully ;/"pa:pasfuli/ adv. & EHIH, EEHR .
technique /tek'nitk/ n. BR;
outling /'autlain/ ve. n. HEE / K4, RN

AP -BEER -

.in'one’s field

i succeed in::. L R BRI e
first of all b, B— o o
“dependon - L RER RB ReTRE
insteadof i " R, TARR
* for onéself ' ' ME; EE#; AEC
b willing to B, AR T
~ontheothierhand — - BgE. o
“less than ; RA

might do well to BiF i, N
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I Please judge whether the following statements are true(T) or fal‘sé{ﬁ)’ according to the fext.

() 1. Itis not very easy for most students to learn a foreign language, such as English.

() 2. Asuccessful language learner may not be successful in some other fields.

() 3. Almost all the successful language learners are usmg the same way to learn.

( )4 An independent learner does not pay much attention to books and teachers they make

their own conclusion about the language.

( ) 5. Asuccessful language learner is ready to make rmstakes and then correct them.

( ) 6. For a successful language learner he doesn’t think the meaning of a word is the most

important. '

()7 _A successful language learner thinks the only purpose of learning a fore1gn language is

- to communicate with the native speakers and learn from them.

I~ Choose the best items and use their proper forms to complete thefoll_owihé séntences.
firstof all .. on the other hand ;insteadof finally be willing to .
depend on succeed in do well to therefore. . inone’s field
1. On the one hand he saved money. But he wasted time.

2. Asfar as I am concerned, , you must be frank.:

" 3. D'drather stay leaving. i :

4. He is an architect, : he will be able to advise us on the layout of
the new park. )

5. Forty students from this class : the college entrance
examination. ; Sl lanlimyr sl

6. Thatcountry ____. . ... forelgn aid for funds, -

7. Youwould_ “take your doctor’s adv1ce '

8. What decision did you ) - arrive at? -

I. Please translate the following sentences into English, using the expressions in the brackets.

1.

AW N

WIS, BEXF—TIINE, HEERREEN. (with a purpose)
EE¥IR—MESNET . Eils SRR A — NS AES . (make use of)
—ZIFHIET I ERAIEHEMN . (be afraid to) ]

il’l‘ﬁlﬁ‘é‘é ﬁ—Tﬁ%IETZIEJ{EH@&Iﬁ (might do well to)
Rics s i%”%‘?%‘?’iﬂiﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ B X« (ﬁnd it difficult to)

R : o W
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integrated -Skills Development

{ the “word’” idioms ]

I Pair work. Please guess the meaning of the following idioms and discuss with your partner.
'1. to have the final word 2. in other words ’
3.1 give you my word.4. to put in a good word for sb.

5.1don’t believe a word of it! 6. to eat your words
7. by word of mouth ' 8. a dirty word
9. to have a word in sb.’s ear 10. lost for words

II.  Listen to the ten dialogues twice and match the idioms with the following expressions. Write
the corresponding numbers in the brackets.
) A. Idon’tbelieve it at all.
) B. to make the final decision
) C to speak on somebody’s behalf, to support or defend sb.
) D. to be so amazed, shocked or moved by sth. that you do not know what to say
) E. to express the same thing in different words

(
(
(
(
(
( ) E to speak to sb. privately about a delicate matter
( ) G Ipromise.

( ) H. something you disapprove of

( ) L by speaking and not by writing

(

) J. to admit to be wrong

Skill- 1 Determlmng the Maln Idea

Step1  Skim over the passage to get a general sense.

Step2 Carefully read the passage and underline the topic sentence or key words that express
the implied main idea.

Step3 Go over what has been underlined and determine the main idea.

Sample

If you are planning to buy a television set, the following advertisement would certainly
attract your attention: “Color TV, only $79. Two day sale. Hurry ” However, when you go to the
store ready to buy, you may discover that the advertised sets are sold out. But the salesman is
quick to reassure you that he has another model, a more reliable set which is “just right for you™.



It costs $359. This sale tactic is called “bait and switch”. Buyers are baited with a sales offer, and
then they are switched to another more costly item. Buying items on sale requires careful
consideration of the merchandise and the reasons for the sale.

Questions

1. Which of the following best expresses the main idea?
A. The customer must be on his guard when purchasing items on sale.
B. Color television sets which sell for $79.00 are sold out quickly.
C. Many stores use the “bait and switch” technique to attract customers.
D. Anyone planning to buy a television set should look for a sale.
2. Underline the sentence which supports your answer for Question No.1.
3.  This paragraph could be entitled .
A. “Buying a TV Set” B. “Buyer Beware”
C. “Closeout Sale” D. “Sales Tactics”

Answers and Explanations

Q1 A is the correct answer. This statement best expresses the main idea. B and D are
obviously wrong, and C serves as an example to support the author’s main idea.

Q2 The last sentence. It is, actually, the topic sentence of this paragraph.

Q3 B is the correct answer. This title might help to bnng out the main thought the author is
driving at.

Scmnce and technology have come to pervade every aspect of our lives and, as a result,

society is changmg at a speed which is quite unprecedented. There is a great technological
explosion around us, generated by science. This explosion is already freeing vast numbers of
people from their traditional bondage to nature, and now at last we have it in our power to free
mankind once and for all from the fear which is based on want. Now for the first time, man can
reasonably begin to think that life can be something more than a grim struggle for survival. But
even today, in spite of the high standard of living which has become general in the more fortunate
West, the majority of people in the world still spend all their time and energy in a never-ending
struggle with nature to secure the food and shelter they need. Even in this elementary effort
~ millions of human beings die unnecessarily and wastefully from hunger, disease or flood.

Questions

1. The main idea of this selection may be best expressed by the statement that
our lives are rapidly being altered by science and technology
hunger, disease and flood still claim millions of victims

nwp

science and technology have given man hope that there can be something more to life

Unilt1 A Successful Language Learner r _ ﬁld 7 ‘
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++than'just a struggle to survive -

- .+D, ‘while living conditions have improved for many yet* the great proportlon of mankind is

still involved in a struggle to'survive.
2. Underline the topic sentence of this paragraph.
3. A suitable title for this passage might be
A  “Life — An Endless Struggle” '
B. “A Grim Struggle for Survival”
C. “The Benefits of Scierice and Technology —the anﬂege of A Few”
D. “Science, Technology and Human Socxety
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AHAEERENR. HERNMANKE RS, ERNTE RN ELINIER.

P you khow the girl in'a red skirt? ﬁ’yAwR%B/\ﬁﬁflﬁﬂ’ch}?‘E%?
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CAREIAN, BHTHERENR. ‘

The insurance company has been in operation for many years.
XFRER AT ELEBLF.

We mustn’t lose sight of the fact that envxronmental polluuon is getting worse and

CULRMRER EELET, CABERmIIN.

U TR BN ﬁtﬁqﬂﬁ'L\ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ‘}W@ﬂﬁiﬁﬂt 'ﬁ‘i%ﬁk’ﬁn"i’io ﬁﬂ afraid,
“ glive; Bshamed; asleep, awake, aware, content; fond, glad &,

T She seems afrald of losing her job. m{lﬂ—‘{—gfﬁ%aﬁi{’ﬁ
i "Phistadénts are'itensely cautious not to fnake mfstakes in spellmg

O EREND, SRHTIRE R

%éf& % @
ZhinFEiEm <18
This store features round-the-clock service. 12%?51‘5 %ﬁ)ﬁ%&ﬂiﬂﬁ%

" Television works in much tie'same way as radio.
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