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By the sixteen century BC, some original and bright cultural groups were formed in the Northern Eurasia
from the Altai to the Baltic Sea. These are largely defined by only five more or less large cemeteries: Seima,
Turbino, Reshnoe to the west of the Ural Mountains and Rostovka and Satyga to the east of them. There
are also over 15 small or destroyed cemeteries throughout this territory. The mobile Seima-Turbino tribes
were not large in size; over the territory of more than three million square kilometers only about 450 bronze
artifacts and 30 casting moulds are known. These are splendid big weapons—celts, axes, spearheads, daggers
with impressive animal figures on the handles, and knives. New casting technologies, thin-walled tools and
high-quality tin bronzes previously unknown in the Northern Eurasia, were evidently used. This type of
highly developed metallurgy emerged in the Altai unexpectedly; preceding metal production in this region
was characterized by very primitive technologies.

The Seima-Turbino phenomenon was formed out of the following two components. The first was the
metallurgists and horse-breeders residing in the Altai mountains, mountain-steppes, and forest-steppes; the
second the nomadic IIunters and fishermen of the forest zone from the Yenisei Basin to the Baikal Lake with
their characteristic stone, bone and nephrite artifacts. The metallurgists and horse-breeders living there in all
probabilities dominated the unity of the two components.

Another phenomenal feature of these united groups is their extremely impetuous movement north-
westward through the western Siberian forest zone and the Ural Mountains to the forest plains of Eastern
Europe. In the Southern Urals these migrants met the native cultural groups of the Abashevo archaeological
community and their distinctive metallurgy and metalworking technologies. One can observe clear trace of
active incorporation of northern and eastern Abashevo tribes into the Seima-Turbino groups, and their receipt
of the arsenical copper and silver smelted from the Eastern Urals mines (Tash-Kazghan, Nikol’ skoe) .

The overall active time of the Seima-Turbino Phenomenon was very short—not more than 150—200
years (sixteen—fifteenth century BC). It was one of the main (eastern) impulses for the formation of
the gigantic Eurasian Metallurgical Province—the central and most important system of the metal-producing

centers in the Northern Eurasia in the second half of the second millennium BC.
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