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Abstract

The year 2010 ends the “Eleventh Five-Year Plan” and, moves towards the
beginning of the “ Twelfth Five-Year Plan”. In this report, a comprehensive review is
made on the theme of China’s Urban Development during the *Eleventh Five-Year
Plan” and Its Prospects for the “ Twelfth Five-Year Plan”. With investigation into the
situation of the international financial crisis and low-carbon economic development, and
the policy direction of the transformation of economic development mode and the rural
and urban balanced development, this report summarizes the achievements and

?

experiences of China’s urban development in the “Eleventh Five-Year Plan ”, Prospects
are scrutinized for China’s urban development in 2010 and the “Twelfth Five-Year
Plan” period with recommendations for actions. A few cities ( or regions) are chosen as
the cases illustrating successful experiments in urban development and summarizing key
events during the “The Eleventh Five-Year Plan” period.

This report demonstrates that China’s urbanization has made rapid development,
with a rate of increase in urbanization at 0.9 percentage point ( average per annum)
between 2006 and 2009. However, the quality of urbanization was not considered high
because of imbalances in the process. There is an overestimate of urbanization rate
statistically. China’s urban development has made great success in physical expansion,
enhancement of urban functions, infrastructural construction, economic growth, social
progress and environmental improvement. New steps have been taken to build
harmonious cities, but the improvement of development quality has been slow. Owing to
institutional imperfections, there exist many problems in current China’s urban
development, such as the mismatch between the urban land expansion and the population
growth, unbalanced development between the urban and rural areas, enlarging income
gaps, serious social concerns, lack of spatial planning, and over-expansion of large cities,
all of which need to be solved urgently. In the “Tweifth Five-Year Plan” period, China
will enter into a new stage of urban transitions into a more balanced process of
development. The rate of increase in urbanization is projected at 0.8 —1. 0 percentage
point (average per annum), being about 52% by 2015 and to about 65% by 2030. In
the future, China must pay attention to both the speed and the quality of urbanization,
pushing for wurban transformation into balanced development through scientific

development with emphasis on Chinese characteristics along the urbanization process.
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