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If the Principle of the universe could be
translated into words or letters,it would not be
the Principle.lf its name could be pronounced,it
would not be the Principle’s name.

“Emptiness” was the beginning of universe.
“Existence” was the source of everything.Therefore,
we can appreciate the mystery of the. universe
through the notion of “emptiness” and find the cause
of universe through the concept of “existence” .

“Emptiness” and “existence” spring from the
same source but in two different names.Both are
mysterious,very much mysterious.lt is the key to
comprehending changes.
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Because of having the concept of “beauty”,
people appreciate the instances of the beautiful.
The concept of “ugliness” is implied in the concept

of “beauty” ,and nobody likes the ugly.
' Because of having the concept of “good”,
people consider the good a good,and yield the
concept of “bad”,and nobody likes the bad.

In fact, “beauty” and “ugliness”, “good” and “bad”,
are all relative. None of them is absolute. “Emptiness”
and “existence” are relative,too.Without the concept
of “existence”,how could -we know “emptiness” ?
Without the concept of “difficult”,how could there




be “easy” ? Therefore, “difficulty” and “easiness” are

relative concepts.WithoUt the concept of “up”,how
could it have “down” ? Therefore, “up” and “down”
are relative. “Loud” and “soft” , “front” and “back” are
all relative.All of those are eternal.

The sage observes the Principle of the universe,
following its unforced grace in managing affairs,
without resort to many words of instruction but
instead allowing the natural course of events to
unfoldWhen the situation gives forth,he does not
seek to possess.When it prospers,he does not claim
the creditWhen the situation accomplishes,he does
not add to his merit.Because he does not add to his
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If society does not honor the worthy,people
will not contend with one another in order to be
a worthy.

If the hard-to—get treasure is not valued,people
will not try to steal or rob in order to possess the
hard-to—get treasure.

If the rich do not show off the treasure,thus
attracting people wishing to possess it,people’s mind
will be at peace.

Therefore,when a sage governs his country,
he will try to purify people’s heart,feed the people
well,decrease peoble’s greed,and encourage people
to have good health‘.Therefore;peop|e will strive
not to commit evil acts,or be greedy with desire,
and conspirators will have no tricks to play.When
these actions are wholly based on the universal
Principle of the way of nature,the country will be
in good order.
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Although the universal Principle is empty inside,
it contains everything and reaches everywhere.lt is
as though the ancestor of all.

The Principle does not show off its brillia/rlce,
yet it can dissipate disputes,conceal its ‘N\;ﬁgdan;,
and mix with the dust.it looks like non-existence.

| dont know where it came from.lt should

have been here before the heaven and earth were
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created.



