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Unit 1

Table Tennis
& Badminton

141 The Kingdom of Pingpong
Scene:  Mr. Gray (G) enters the table tennis room of Huatian Heaith Club
in high spirit.
Attendant (A):  Good afternoon, sir. May | help you?

G: Oh, so many pingpong players in so big ajpingpong room!

A:  Thank you. Table tennis is not only our national ball, but also
played an important role in Sino-American relations.
Aha, you mean the Pingpong Diplomacy in 19717
Yes, sir.
To tell you the truth, | have been a pingpong fan since then.
That's great. You must be a veteran pingpong player,
Right you are. Now that | am in the kingdom of pingpong, isn't it
a good chance to play pingpong?

O >o0>0

%42 Getting a Coach
Scene:  Mr. Gray (G) asks for a coach.
G:  How much do you charge?
Attendant (A):  It's 30 yuan per hour, but our club membership card holders
can enjoy a 40% off.
G:  Idon't have a card. Where can | get one?
A:  Youmay go to our reception room on the first floor to go through
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the formalities. With it, you'll enjoy many favorable terms.
| see. By the way, do you have any coaches here?

Yes, of course. But there’s an extra of 30 yuan per hour.
No problem. Would you get me a good coach?

Certainly, sir. I'll get you the best coach in our club.

123 Getting Started

Scene:
C:

Mr. Gray (G) is talking with the coach (C).

Mr. Gray, are you a pen-hold grip player or a handshake grip
player? '

| prefer handshake.

| myself am a pen-hold grip player.

To tell you the truth, | like loop and sometimes I'll have cut.
Oh, you're quite good at aftack and defense. | suggest you use
inward pimpled rubber bat.

You bet! That's the very sort of bat | use. But | left it in New York
when | came here.

Don’t worry. We have a variety of standard bats on loan.
(Showing Mr. Gray a bat) What about this one? It's a name
brand product—Double Happiness.

(Mr. Gray tries the bat.)

Terrific!

Our pingpong tables and balls are all of the international
standard. This way, please.

(Waving the bat) Let'’s get started.

144 About Badminton

Scene:
C:
W:

A coach (C) shows Mr. Williams (W) to the badminton court.
Mr. Williams. Here we are.
What are these lines here?
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C: Thisinner line is the singles sideline while the outer, the doubles
sideline.
Oh, they're about the same as those of the tennis.

Right you are.

So, this is the service line?

Yes, this is for short service and that one is the long service line.

While playing singles, we always serve on the left side of the

center line—singles service court, we call it.

| see. But how do | score?

Only the server gets the point. And professionals always serve

below the waistlines.

W:  Ah, while you are at it, is there any advice on hitting?

C: Forbeginners, overhead strokes and forehand-overhead-strokes
are recommended. Sometimes you have 1o hit with underarm
shots, but you may not have much control and you may go too
high. After a period of practice, you may try to use a backhand-
overhead-strokes or swiping.

W: |Isee. Let's get going.

Word List

o=

badminton /bzdmintn/ n. RER

kingdom /kigdm/ n. &

role /roul/ n. EF; Al

relation frileifon/ n. XR

diplomacy /di'ploumasi/ n. 913z

veteran /'vetaran/ . ZF, ESE
. a. Z40, 2RFEN

coach /kautf/ n. ik

per /pai/ prep. 5

membership /membafip/ n. SREB

reception /ri'sepfn/ n. B
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formalities /fa'malitiz/ n. (EEEY) F&
favorable /feivarabl/ n. ey

suggest /sa'dzest/ V. BiX

pimpled /pimpld/ a. SERN, BEPN
variety /vo'raiotif 1. B, DHHE
standard /stzzndod/ n. E 8

loan /laun/ n. = fus]

brand /brend/ n. Goh®
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Notes

. tennis MIR table tennis, pingpong FEETER

Sino-American relations XA

Sino —{ARR “PE", REELREM.

The Pingpong Diplomacy in 1971 1971 BBk 2R EEXRE
SEIRNIGE, BB T PEIENFRE, IR “EEIIST.
You must be a veteran pingpong player. {f—E BAIFEEREE
F. You may not have much control and you may go too high.
fROTEE (XR) MLURH, TRAS. LRROD, mustf] may
TR W, mustER —E, B may iR “ORE, o
.

Now that | am in the kingdom of pingpong, isn't it a good chance
to piay pingpong? BARREEERTEE, MERZIMEI NG
NEITITEERIG?

enjoy a 40% off FEHFILR

a 40% off 8} a 40% discount R “¥T547”.

pen-hold grip E#E¥R#g handshake grip #3iBIRi0

loop @R cut/slice HIIR inward pimpled rubber bat [ &R
Double Happiness I3

be good at attack and defense B~F#&

name brand product Bk 53 designers’ clothing BiRRR I
singles sideline ¥TiL# doubles sideline XWTiLLk service
line ZZIR4: short service line A 3R4k long service line 44
IRER centerline g singles service court 2FTAIRK doubles
service court IITHIRX

overhead strokes LT 53R forehand-overhead-strokes IE
F3L R underarm shots B T&ER backhand-overhead-
strokes 2 FE 3L IR swiping lE
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I. Learn the dialogs by heart and practise them in and after class.

IIl. Role-play.

Guest: You want to play badminton.
You're a green hand( 37 F ).
You don't have the racket.
You ask about the charge.

Attendant: You greet the guest.

You get him the best coach.
There're a variety of rackets on loan and you help him to choose
one.
You: tell him the charge for badminton.

lll.. Complete the following dialog.
Guest—G  Aftendant—A
___isthe table tennis room?
It's the 1st fioor.
does it open?
It opens 9:00 AM 11:00 PM.
do you charge?
Since you have our club membership card, you may have a 40%
By the , can | have a coach?
Certainly, sir. We have some

PO O020>Q0

coaches.

»

You're welcome,




PART 1 RECREATION & SPORTS

V. Substitution drills.
1.

2.

3. You're quite good at

4,

Many people are in

I've been a pingpong fan since

| suggest inward pimpled rubber bat.

V. Fill in the blanks with the proper tenses of the verbs given.

1.
2.
3.

Everybody in my family _____playing pingpong. (like)

Mr. Smith ____a pingpong player when he was at middle school. (be}
—What____you__ tomorrow evening? (do)

- my coach. (visit)

Before he learned loop, he _____a pen-hold grip player. (be)

He____his bat yesterday (lose). He _____ a new one now. (buy)
When!_____into thetable tennisroom, the Greens ____ with the attendant.
(come, talk)




