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You and Me

You speak, I speak, just do it as you want...

The experts say that you should learn to observe things at the angle of your clients.
We work on viewing presentation, how to do it, the result of it is good or not.

the presentation angle and method should be decided according to the eyes of clients.
Well, let's join our views together.

To talk and discuss the buidling...
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Ma Yansong(MA)
MAD Initiator

Born in 1975 at Beijing, graduated from Yale
University in America, and got the master's degree
on architecture and granulation's reward of Samuel
J.Fogelson good design. He ever worked in the Zaha
Hadid Architecture Office in London and Eisenman
Architecture Office in New York. At the year of
2004, Ma Yansong returned to China and established
the Beijing MAD Architecture Office, at the same
time, taught at the Central Art College.

Ma Yansong attained the reward of 2006 year New
York construction alliance young architect and got
the construction research prize of the American
Architects Institute (AIA) in 2001.His work,named
"island of the float"reconstructing the New York
world trade center plan, which afterwards is collected
by Chinese Art Museum.once had aroused the experts
of the domestic and foreign construction field wide
interest and the discussion in 2002. At the year of
2006, the successful bid "Monroe Building"design
(finished in the year of 2009), made by him in MAD
building office and exhibited on the international
competition about the Absolut aecronomy held in
Toronto of Canada, made him become the first
Chinese architect who won the important and great
project. His works also include the concept design
competition of Shanghai Modern Art Part(S-MAP),
which is the first class work; the first class successful
bid work that got on the international competition
about Guangzhou Organism Island solar square
(finished in the year of 2008), the concept design
competition of "Net+Bar", which is the first class
work; the art device work "fish tank", "Mo Bing" has
been separately exhibited in the Chinese Art Gallery
and China Millennium Monument. At the year of
2006, MAD held an exhibition of "MAD in China" in
Venice, Italy, which opened at the same time with the
double year exhibition Venice, held the architecture
exhibition named of "MAD Under Construction" in
Beijing Tokyo Gallery. In November, 2007, MAD
held a flowing city series exhibition named as "MAD
in China" in the Denmark Architecture Center,
Copenhagen, Denmark.
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Introduction

This is an interview draft, we use it to be as the preface of this book, I hope it will bring the physical and spiritul resonance

and convulsion in the same industry.

Interviewee: Ma Yansong
Interviewer: KUKU (Li Penghui)

Short for MA in the following parts

KUKU: I have heard that you worked on
design field when you studied in America
at the earliest time, and completed the
presentation drawing designed by yourself,
is it right or not? What was your view on the
presentation drawing?

MA: When I learned how to make drawings
in school time in American, I knew nothing
before I made it. It looked more of a designing
process, which made a nonobjective feeling
become a raunchy drawing, whose itself was
not very exquisite, but the earliest feeling
be perfectly presented. That feeling just like
a kind of feel in your heart, you can speak
it out quickly without any decoration and
modification. It is possible that it can not be
understood by many people, but it is the truest
one.

KUKU: What's your opinion on those works
given to you by us? Is there any difference
between then and your own works at the early
time?

MA: As a matter of fact, your first question
is very good. Now someone is doing for us,
but the feeling mentioned by me just now is
difficult to get. It is because that I am not sure
the concrete drawing when I do it by myself, it
will be more difficult for other people to know
the idea. Therefore, now I feel the present
drawing much more like a communication tool.
At the early time, I just present my own idea, I
do not care other person's view.But now I hope
we can see our images. In fact, we have made
many drawings before we give the drawing to
you, they may be more nonobjective, more like
experiment. We will ask you to make drawings
for us when we know what we want, and the
present drawing likes a communication tool.

KUKU: What's your deepest impression when
you cooperated with the presentation drawing
company, Whether it is good or bad?

MA: When we cooperate with you worry
that you make the very beautiful drawings,
but when these buildings are finished, they
do not like as beautiful as the drawings. This
phenomenon does not just exist at drawing,
it also exist at the field of photography of
buildings, which all make the image become
a image but does not consider the spatial
experience. A space is needed by you to feel
the buildings. I like you to make drawings for
us very much, if you lose yourself in these
drawings, you will ignore your experiencing of

VI Introduction

building space, and this feeling is difficult to
be felt in the drawing.

KUKU: Do you think the presentation
drawings are an art-type work or a technical-
type work?

MA: This question is likely to be asked
by architect, which just like design or art,
this question is always discussed. I know a
photographer who takes photos of buildings;
he not only takes a beautiful photo, but also
insists on taking the experience in the building.
For example, there must be people in all his
photos. He is very humorous, he takes a 360°
picture for a space, and prints it on the book,
and makes a reflected barrel on the book,
puts the barrel on the 360° picture, then you
will see the spatial effect reflected by this. He
makes this two parts closely linked by media
and real things, what I feel that what he has
done is just like a scientist, but he knows what
he should do for his work. In my opinion, to
talk about design or art is a very low level
thing, because the art motioned by you now
is also a kind of technology, whether it looks
good or not is also techniques. If it is an idea,
you can become the same as the architect. In
fact, building is also a work that communicates
with persons by its special language, it uses
the space, which touches the people's feeling.
When you enter into this space, you will be
touch by this space immediately. It does not
like a painting, it can give the feel of a person.
The painting is only used by seen, but the
space is a special kind of feeling.

KUKU: Do you think is there any difference
between the architectural design and
presentation drawing? And what's the biggest
difference?

MA: Of course, And the biggest difference
is that it needs several years for designing
and finishing a building, but the presentation
drawing only needs several days. In fact,
this time represent many things, and the time
includes many ideas.

KUKU: As we all know, the architectural
design needs several years, but the presentation
drawing only uses several days; do you
think that the presentation drawing is just an
ostensible work?

MA: 1 think that building also can be finished
in several days. Many designs like residences
are also completed within several days. Do you

make design by some documents given to the
designers? And how many days do you need to
make it?

KUKU: Sometimes it is true.

MA: If the designer eagerly to know the
relationship between the society and him, the
relationship between his design and the user
in this building, he will spend much time to do
this thing and use many technical methods.

KUKU: What kinds of personal quality you
want the workers on building industry have?

MA: At first, I think people work on the
presentation drawing know very little thing on
the design and material, because the present
drawing just likes selling the good or bad face?
more like a decoration, it is simulative even it
looks very good. The designer can not check
the material night or not that chosen by them.

KUKU: Besides that, I feel that it is important
to communicate with you, am I right or not?

MA: I mentioned just now that you don't
understand the material and design of us.
As a matter of fact, we hope you can give
us some opinions or suggestions after a
long cooperation between us to make the
presentation more and more close the
elaborating process. For example, we change
the drawings some time, even for dozens
times, which is just is a designing process.

KUKU: What do you want, a "beautiful
drawing" or a "right drawing"? Or you will
show different attitude under different state?

MA: Of course, a right drawing. And it is just
mentioned by me, you don't thoroughly know
the material, because what I need finally is
a feedback, especially now the project made
by us is being built, which can not be done
without any care. We must feel through these
drawings to get the result that what does the
building like when it is finished.

KUKU: During your bidding process or the
reporting process given by Party A, what is
your opinion on presentation drawing, building
carton and the building multimedia? How can
they help you and its percentage?

MA: In general, we have two kinds of it. The
first one is competitive bidding. During this
period, we will go to the presentation company



and make the design together with the purpose
of complete and competition. The second
one is to submit a bid for the project will be
constructed in the future. If we do like that, the
government or other real estate will directly
contact us and let us to do it. Most of these
things are real, we will go to the construction
site every time, and the presentation drawing
of every time give surprise to us and help us a
lot.

KUKU: At present in China, what is your
judgment on the value to the construction
designer, high or low? What is your judgment
to the persons working on presentation
drawings?

MA: 1 feel that we give a very high valuation
to the architect, but the requirements are very
low. We always think that the architect can
make the world better and better, but in the
real world, the architect can not do this. It is
like that now what the architect do is to finish
the basic thing is OK. It will not spread to
the social world, which means that it is very
difficult to be a very professional architecture.
The distance between the public's hope and the
work is too long.

KUKU: What's your judgment to our price?

MA: In my opinion, you have very intensive
advantages. Your abilities are too strong
to make the designers change a lot. They
think they are not bad compare with the
natural beauty. These persons will take the
presentation drawing as sales, take the building
as business, then sale their design. They don't
care the built effect in the future. You make
the drawings, and do you think you have
something to do with the drawings?

KUKU: Yes. Some scheme is not very good;
we always cover many weak points, we are
wrong for doing this.

MA: This just a little like do advertisement.
Just say that the advertisement fase is not
justice, which just like the built effect in the
future is not like the drawings' effect. It will be
different if this aspect can be more legalization
and strictly.

KUKU: I know your meaning. What you
meant is that we should make the build more
real but not to cover its shortcomings. What
does you care more, the final work quality of
the presentation drawing or service gotten by

you during the making process?

MA: I need the partner who has professional
quality, there must be communication,
however, it does not mean you know what we
want after the communication.

KUKU: The work of presentation drawing is
originally done by the designers themselves,
after the computer is widely used, it becomes
industrialization. And do you think this work
will return back to the one of the designers?
Or the architecture design and the presentation
drawing will be divided in a wider scope?

MA: In my opimion, I hope you can know
much more about building material and the
more real things of buildings, and hope you can
put them into the building industry. Now the
building industry tries to integrates all kinds
of things such as all majors, structures into a
model, and the model is three-dimensional.
And we can get to know the building form
through the three dimensional. We can definite
the every angle from the model, I can use the
pencil to change the material in this space.
Regardless of your technical, I think what we
need most is how to directly see what's the
building like in the future, to those beautiful
drawings, if the designers need them, it will be
better if it can be realized in the future.

KUKU: Finally, which respects of the work
do you hope of Silkroad Company should be
changed in the future?

MA: In my opinion, the problems of you are
also the publics' problems and the ones of
designers, the speed is too quick, if the speed
can be slowed down ,that will be better.

KUKU: Thank you for your suggestions.
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KUKU

Beijing Branch of Shenzhen Silkroad Digital
Technical Co., Ltd. General Manager

He has nine years' working experience, has been the
department charger and project manager of mang big
companys in our country. He gets good evaluation
and in this industry. From the year of 2004, agreement
he has been be as the forum editor of presentation
drawing and carton of the biggest website WWW,
ABBS.COM.CN < http://WWW.ABBS.COM.CN> of
building in mainland. He has been one of the initiators
of the Beijing Silkroad Digital Technical Co., Ltd,
from 2005. and the general manager of the Beijing
Branch of Shenzhen Silkroad Digital Technical Co.,
Ltd.
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Silkroad has been established for 7 years, during which, we accumulates many good schemes and presentation
works, and also get much growing experience from it. To collect and arrange these works is an opportunity to
communicate with and learn from our clients and friends, and also a good chance for reviewing and encouraging
ourselves. Hereby, it is necessary to thank the workmates of every branch of the Silkroad Company for actively
collecting these documents and also thank the workmates at Beijing Branch of Silkroad Company for editing
this work by their spare time. And the most thank worthy ones are our clients, who help us to complete the
interviewing work in this book, and give out many valuable suggestions to the friends in this industry and us.
The Silkroad will repay to everyone by much better works and services!

We hope we can get much better achievements during the development of the Silkroad Company.

2 it
LI Mengdi

2009.3.10
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In the spacious and folding space, the
building and its presentation explain
itself as the perfect stunner in the
creative image by its uncommon,

cool, beautiful body language.
—Editor
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Silkroad course of the company's growth
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Silkroad Shenzhen was established in March, 2002
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Silkroad Shanghai was established in March, 2005

Silkroad Beijing was established in July, 2005
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Silkroad Institute of Education was set up in August, 2007
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Silkroad Nanjing was established in October, 2007
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Silkroad Qingdao was established in December, 2007
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Enterprise Survival base

Attitude-Silkroad can have distance from perfect, but can not be

half-hearted any time.
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Enterprise Mental Attitude

Positive-Silkroad will face challenge at any time; being positive

and optimistic will step across everything.
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Enterprise Development Power
Innovation-Silkroad can be proud of yesterday's achievement,
but can not be worry about tomorrow's development.
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Code of corporate conduct
Be active -active to thinking, and be active to practice is the most

effective ways to make progress.

SRR SRIEANEHSN
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Operation strategy
Marketing mode of Polydi ional develoy and integration
To enhance the value of service concept for customer

Globalization strategic cooperation development mode
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Silkroad Digital Technical Co., Ltd. is established in March, 2002. Now it has developed as the
famous application company in the digital and view technology in our country. And it builds branch
companies in Shenzhen, Shanghai, Beijing, Nanjing, Qingdao and so on.

Silkroad Company mainly takes the three-dimensional technologe as its core, integrates the
multimedia to practice in different science and technology field to finally realize its application value.
Silkroad begins its undertaking in the building design field, and get the positive achievement in the
fields of real estate, advertisement of film and video and viewing design.

The development history of Silkroad is a process full of innovation and strong emotion. We pay much
attention on how to change our technical advantages to the competitive value of our clients, how to
change the accumulation of the company's development to the development motion for driving the
industry. In the product research, in the year of 2002, Silkroad put the product processed by hand-
sketched sets and computer for the first time and was successfully accepted in the market.

In the year of 2003, Silkroad packed the scheme reports of the clients by multimedia and got the
widely confirmation and extension. Now Silkroad tries its best to link the advanced technical
methods such as virtual reality, interactive image, and multidimensional manifestation to provide the
perfect all-round scheme.

As the standing director unit of the film and carton industry of Shenzhen, Silkroad also makes some
contribution for pushing the development of the Chinese digital technology and the communication
in the international scope. As the represents of the Shenzhen film and carton enterprise, Silkroad
takes part in the Tokyo International Carton Festival for three times, and plays an important role at
the meeting for the communication between Chinese and Japanese enterprises.

In August, 2007, Silkroad established the training institute in the digital view presentation field. It
tries its best to widely spread its successful experience and skill, trains the good human resource for
the enterprise itself, and hopes to train more suitable talent for the society.

Silkroad will face the opportunity and challenge by the enterprise's belief "attitude, innovation,
positive, and activity", take extending the brand value of the enterprise, promoting the technical and
service, improveing the competitive value of clients and pushing the development of the science and
technology industry as our goals, and fully display the legend in the digital science and technology
field.
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