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Preface

“Strategic studies of economic development of Tibetan in Muli”
that is the companion piece of “ Strategic studies of economic
development of Yi Nationality in Liangshan” in 2005 has been
finalized and published eventually in 2010. It took the author 6 years
to have the work completed by performing lots of fieldwork and
reviewing documentary literature, Having followed the suggestion
raised by Xiang Gen Living Buddha Renging Ma in 2007, his
bilingual inscription titled with “May wishes come true” in Tibetan
and Chinese is regarded as precious motivation for my effort.

The historical origin and unique status have been documented in
great detail and a compréhensive manner in the “Strategic studies of
economic development of Tibetan in Muli” that has also performed an
intensive exploration covering natural humanities, architectures,
culture and art and objectively analyzed the economic pillar that
existed in imperial dynasty by applying a variety of subjects dealing
with anthropology, sociology, ethnology, ethnic economics and
ecological economics. Confronted with the unprecedented problems
with economy in Muli after implementing “ national project of
permanent protection” in 1998, the creative and up front resolutions
targeting at the above mentioned problems have been raised,
suggesting that environmental protection through grass and tress
planting and establishment of characteristic education in the Tibetan

pasturing area and central strategic thought focusing on Green
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economy generated by Yak with reference to experience in successful
cases exercised by national and international development of ethnic
economy., Having summed up the past lessons in terms of alleviation
of poverty in ethnic areas, measures are expected to take in
compliance with founded theories rather than the leap forward
proposal by taking flying leap over thousands of year in the form of
over exploitation of water and electricity power as pillar industry. In
21st century, the precaution should be taken against sharing exactly
of the same mistakes made in deforestation in 1950’s, which should
also take consideration by our nation.

Apart from impression of fascinating landscape, expectation of
economic poverty with abundant resource and emotional connection
from Tibetan Buddhism and humanistic spirit, all that takes comfort
with is the trust from 10th Living Buddha and strong support by
county mayor Mr Zhengli Xiong as well as generous help supplied by
Tibetan pastoralist in Muli, facilitating field work to move on
smoothly.

As some of friends of mine in Liangshan put, bustles and hustles
in the world keep alive for the sake of profitability and private
benefits. In contrast, Mr Anduo, Wei volunteered to come for the
sake of economic development in ethnic areas and regional education
as a hard worker. The mental example I have been motivated to
follow is Professor Yaohua Lin who graduated from Harvard
University in 1937 and was well recognized as a great scholar
concentrating on anthropology, sociology and ethnology. It was he
who determined to come back to China from USA, making
contributions to ethnology with academic methodology during the

hardest period during which anti Japanese war was carried forward.



Preface 3

He came over to Liangshan and Ganzi Aba Tibetan region where field
work was conducted in 1943, 1944 and 1945 respectively and his
work of “Ethnic overview in Liangshan” and “Situ Jiarong” etc was
also published in succession. In 2001, Mr Lin set up scholarship for
poor university students with Yi nationality with his lifetime deposits
amounting to RMBIO0 thousand, which raised fund adding up to
RMB223 thousand in total subsequently to have sponsored hundreds
of students with Yi Nationality of which girl students accounted for
65%. All that he did was consistent with his wishes for emotional
connection with Liangshan,

In 1992, 1 was engaged by national council to undertake poverty
alleviation as one of appointed officials in the first group to
autonomous state of Liangshan, As time raced by, in 1998, when I
was 48 years old, I came to think of 2nd departure for Liangshan for
being committed to research on ethnic education and economic
development at the cost of the rest of 12 year working schedule,
which was strongly supported by Mr Lin who instructed me that
research on Yi Nationality just got started and Tibetan in Muli
appeared to be more worth conducting research.

It took me more than 6 years to complete the “Strategic studies
of economic development of Tibetan in Muli” after the companion
piece of “Strategic studies of economic development of Yi Nationality
in Liangshan” was published in 2005 that took me 4 years,
Retrospectively, Research on culture of Yi Nationality cost me 2
years before it was finalized. In 2007, I retired from my work due to
disease of my eye, which did not stop me from moving on with my
research. As promoted by Mr Lin who had been insisting on

combination between practice and academy that in turn pushed
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forward progress in society. Ethnology sociology and anthropology
should extend development into cross subjects like ecological
anthropology, ecological ethnology. The final goal is that more
emphases should be laid on resclutions to ecological environment and
imbalance of human society and proposals should be raised on
enriching people. The suggestions and theories documented in the
book are expected to contribute additional value to economic
development and social progress, giving rise to economic prosperity
of Tibetan autonomous county of Muli and sustainable development

for hard pastoralists with nice and optimistic expectation,

Anduo Wei
Garden of South Mountain in San Ya
26 Mar 2010



Subsequent preface

A textbook pushing forward the economic development

of Yi Nationality in Liangshan

Having read “Strategic studies of economic development
of Yi Nationality in Liangshan” that is the companion piece
of “Strategic studies of economic development of Tibetan in
Muli”, 1 acknowledged that his work is of guiding
significance for reference to economic development of the
number of 30 ethnic autonomous counties to a certain extent,
The work of “ Strategic studies of economic development of
Yi Nationality in Liangshan” was officially published by
Publishing House of Minority Nationalities in 2005,
Professor Anduo Wei who used to be vice president at
Liangshan University as the author spent 4 years having
completed this book by performing field work intensively
into the number of 9 counties including Meigu, Jinyang.,
Zhaojue and Butuo etc. Having obtained first hand
information, further analyses were made and insightful
opinion were put into underlying problems from which
attempts were made to specify the economic development of

assembled areas of Yi Nationality in Liangshan.
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In July 1999, Professor Wei who came over to
Liangshan one more time determined to specialize in cultural
education and research in terms of Yi Nationality in spit of
preferential and beneficial conditions of national government
in Beijing, Over past 7 years, he had compiled several books
like “Strategic studies of economic development of Yi
Nationality in Liangshan” with more than 0. 7 million words
and established the first culture and art research institution
in Sichuan province, originally setting up the subject of
cultural resource management of Yi Nationality open to
students from Sichuan, Yunnan and Guizhou provinces.
Subsequently, “Strategic studies of economic development of
Yi Nationality in Liangshan” was published. He has been
well known as a person holding emotional connection with
Liangshan for all that he contributed.

“Strategic studies of economic development of Yi

»

Nationality in Liangshan” and Strategic studies of
economic development of Tibetan in Muli “ would be treated
as the presents to people with Yi and Tibetan nationality,
which is also deemed as the textbooks for economic
development of Liangshan. These two books started with
elaboration from National “ 87 ” planning for poverty
alleviation by reference with successful experience and
lessons the foreign countries especially, ethnic areas, went
through. The author came up with unique, systematic and

creative’ opinions by applying economics, ecological



