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The word fiction is a rather general term that can be defined as a narrative
told in prose. Therefore, fiction refers to different types of writing such as folktale,
myth, legend, etc., but it is most often associated with the novel and the short
story. o : k

The short story, with “story” being defm ¢

e word “short”, is necessarily
limited in length and scope. The llymltatlon accounts for the characteristics that
~ distinguish the short story from
enough space to develop a complex plot or a number of characters, a short story

ther prose forms. Unlike the novel, which has.

usually concentrates on a single incident and portrays a single character or a few
characters. This kind of focused attention to a single event and
‘:development makes the short story a particularly mterestlng form of literature.
Belﬁgmhort compact and convenient to handle, the short ston

> character

v is endowed with

. the advantage of being the favorite form for classroom discussion.

A short story is imaginative, or creative. That is, the writer feels no obligation
to stick to fact

i

but can freely exercise his own will in selecting and putting

The Short Story ¢&8 — — .
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hings and people for some particular pur en B whER writer
recreates historical events, or rec : '

writmg does not need to be a report e in the process of writ

and resga%e the meanmg of it. Wh ne is reading, thinking, questlonmg and
challengang apparent surface details, one may feel himself caught up in a v:tal

Meet the Author: Langston Hughes

Langston Hughes 1902-1967 was a famous African American writer and poet.

He was born in Missouri and had only one year of university education. While he
was working as a sailor and waiter, he wrote short stories and poems for newspapers
and magazines. After the publication of his first collection of poems in 1926 when
he was 24, he stepped into university again to finish his studies. He wrote a lot, and




J Unit One Langston Hughes: Early Autumn

m 311 lltela fOI‘mS Ilovel, Sllort sto y poeIIl, pla y SketCh and autOblOgraph . But he 1S Des
knOWIl fOI hlS poel:[y. SOIIle Of hlS ShOIt stor les, llke tlle one we are gOlIlg to Iead, llaVe alSO tlle

quality of poems — compact, moving and thought-provoking.

The Story

/7
Zf{// [/ e Lutumn

By Lan gston Hugbes

Peading Tips

~"“-Early Autumn" is the klnd o

. slice of life.” The writer “cuts off” a jictle
piecé from life and presents it.under the
““umicroscope of the readers’ consciousness
for careful examination. Behind the
seemmgly ordlnary conversations, which
form most part of the story; is the writer’s.
“careful selection and reorganization of the
materials. The story provides no moral
lesson about what is right and what is
wrong, but an opportunity for the: reader
-~ torelive a small eplsode of daily fife. The

emotuonal undercurrentsbeneath the. calm :

“short story that'is little ' more than “a

“ reader needs to mvolve hqmself— to" “fll T
the 8aps” and to “play a role” - to feel the N

A uffac:e ofthe narrataon Dlﬂ"erent reade.rs“
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