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Preface

The Memory of A Man and An Era

October the Ist this year is the sixtieth anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic
of China. In this grand festival season, Chinese people from all walks of life are holding numerous
retrospective activities to review the accomplishments of the country in the past six decades. Such a
retrospect is not merely an account of the development of our nation. A lot of individual’s experiences
happened together with the changes of the nation are certainly recalled and memories of some people and
some events triggered. The flashbacks are making the people and events refreshed in our memories.

The flashback has brought many things alive and many people back to us. Master Gong Deshun,
late chief architect, is one of them. Although he left us one year ago, he has been living in the memories
of his family and friends all the time. In recalling him, we are reminded of the years when he, like many
other intellectuals, went through ups and downs in life in those tough years. We remember that he was a
man who remained positive attitude to life. We are deeply impressed by his optimism, open-mindedness
and strong determination when he was in times of difficulties.

Our memorization of Gong Deshun as an eminent master architect is always mixed with pride. We
are greatly proud of his renowned project — Headquarters of Architect Design and Engineering. His prize-
winning in the Contest of the Monument to the Victory at Giron Beach, Cuba, always makes us filled with
pride. Additionally, the thought of the days when he worked in the small county in Hunan province always
makes us touched. All his achievements win him wide respect from people around him. In view of him
as a master architect, we feel extremely grateful for his important contributions to the development in the
industry. His designing ideas and documentations are considered our most cherished possession. In view
of him as a colleague, we regard him a respected leader, a dedicated professional, an affable elder brother
and a pleasant fellow. We miss his earnest advice and timely care. We enjoyed recalling his humors that
have kept echoing in our ears till today.

Today, we collect all the precious memories of master Gong Deshun together into a book. It is
not simply a book about our beloved predecessor. In a much broader sense, it is a book that records the
milestones in the development of a nation’s architectural industry in the past 60 years. We believe the
detailed information collected here will be beneficial not only for the people in this era but also for the
future generations. It shall be agreed that an individual’s life story is part of a nation’s history. In the same
token, works of an individual architect plays an indispensable part in an architectural history book. Hence,
the manuscripts of numerous architects will eventually build a giant piece of architectural works that
represents our nation’s culture and spirit.

Let’s make the memorization of our beloved master Gong Deshun part of the series of the
retrospective activities in this season. With the same passion, let’s make the moment a starting point in a

new era, together with a new expectation established. Be of gratitude; look forward to future!
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