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Message from Ambassador Masood Khan
of Pakistan

Pakistan’s land has been a cradle of not one but many
civilizations for thousands of years. Fossils in the Soan Valley,
situated near Islamabad, indicate that homo sapiens, inhabited
this land 50,000 years ago. The earliest human settled
habitation and agriculture date back to 7,000 to 5,000 B.C.

The Indus Valley Civilization flourished five thousand years
ago. The Aryan civilization surfaced around 1,500 B.C. And
then we saw the rise of Gandhara Civilization which in its wake
ushered in Buddhism. The advent of Islam in the region added
yet another rich civilizational layer to this land. The cities of
Mehrghar, Harappa, Moenjodaro, Taxila, Charsada, Peshawar,
Lahore, and Multan have the remnants of these civilizations
and are inheritors of their glorious traditions.

What we see in Pakistan today is a cultural cascade
connecting South Asia, West Asia, Middle East, Central Asia,
and East Asia. The soft power of these ancient civilizations will
ultimately unite people of these regions in their efforts to bring
about peace, harmony and economic development. These
currents are there but we have to make conscious endeavours
to rediscover and re-disseminate them.

While these civilizational tides from (the land that now
constitutes) Pakistan swept across the whole of South Asia,
they also helped establish a lasting bond with China.

The land of Indus is the offspring of the mighty Indus River
like the bulk of the land mass of China is the gift of the
Yangtze River. Over the centuries, the Indus has given fertility,
communication, direction and unity to the entire landscape. It
constitutes a geographical divider as well as a link between
Asia and Europe.

Some 3,000 years ago, tribes and troops from the
Mediterranean and West Asia migrated to the north western
part of Pakistan. Their Hellenistic heritage of political system
and civilization merged with the Asian roots of Buddhist
belief system. This fusion shaped the magnificent Gandhara
Civilization and later on influenced the development of
Buddhist art in China and farther part of East China.

We are delighted to see that this part of the cultural heritage
of Pakistan is being introduced to the Chinese readers in the
form of a comprehensive narrative contained in this book
Gandhara written by a reputed Pakistani archeologist Mr.
Muhammad Wali Ullah Khan and translated by Mr. Lu Shuilin.



This book is adorned by vivid and breathtaking pictures by
the famous Chinese photographer Mr. Zhang Chaoyin who
has traveled to Pakistan several times to capture the diverse
landscape of Pakistan drenched in history.

| also want to thank Ms. Wang Xinyang for her untiring efforts
to bring this project together.

The areas described and depicted in the book have been
visited by the Chinese travelers for centuries. Much before
modern means of communication and transportation became
common, Fa Xian and Xuan Zang, in the 5th and 7th centuries
respectively, crossed some of the tallest mountains in the
world to visit Chitral, Swat, Charsada, Taxila, Peshawar,
Lahore and Kashmir. What these pilgrims brought back was a
message of peace, of tolerance, of harmony.

The vignettes captured in the book form an interface between
modern and ancient civilizations as well as between Pakistan
and China. They build a bridge between our two lands and
peoples through shared civilizational fault lines.

It is therefore a matter of pride for us share with you, through
this book and exhibition of photographs, the rich and splendid
landscape of the Gandhara Civilization.
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