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After Mobile Phones, What? Re-embedding
the Social in China’s “Digital Revolution”

()& A #©
YHEFr B

FYRE: TEINABFTRERAR  AFREAANHKFE£47, K2R E
ﬁl&ﬁm&%wﬂvﬁkﬁ$ﬁﬁuwﬁﬁﬁW%%+mﬁ%&$#
ARG RIS, TR EARA XL AT FE L,
xﬁmT%T&ﬁu&rﬁﬁﬁ\ﬁwﬁ%iﬁﬁiAﬁA%ﬁ(*X%z
—ADARMFEALABRARZHONEIBRARTTRE, AXEXLCHAERE
E—-FHAELAET ZHEARERIHAREF AL ELLEE, A4hm
T AIRLORIEEASF . THFOARHRABHARBRG“LFEH”
SR LEBARERFHEIBEEMERYAELE XKD, AXLERHMT
PEGEHES N ERMERFEF" T EH MR EHEALLSLRN
BALMFITHREARE,

X8R HFEHF ICT

Abstract. In late 1970s, China launched a spectacular “digital revolution” in
an attempt for China to not only catch-up with the West, but also to
“leapfrog” into the digital age. As the center piece of the Chinese program of

market reform and global integration, China's “digital revolution” has been

O FBEAT)EY,RAKTRREYRINERR EHTTER. FTNELBETHPIXRE, RFREX
B, ATIHTTHS,
o RASEL MERER - HEFKFE(Simon Fraser University) B,
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characterized by a well-recognized and seemingly paradoxical feature. This
paper expiores the internal logic of this contradictory Chinese development by
re-embedding the analysis of access to and control of ICTs in the social
domain. In particular, this paper describes the enormous social and cultural
tensions that have been engendered by the aggressive lunching of a state-
led, market-oriented, and technologically-driven “digital revolution” in the
context of regressive developments in the social domain. The paper then
reviews the multi-faceted struggles that have been waged by various Chinese

social forces.

Key Words: digital revolution, ICT

“AFEZXB.RAQYRAMEREBFEALABIN - MiE#k Ak 20
HETOFEREHM TR REFL"N IR GG L TRENBRKE M,
MEHERHBZIANAFNBNERAET SN TRELTF R —FRBERSL
AELARMM AL TLER FEBEFTRILRBEEX, R, 4
ARFEFHAGEE R, TRAFIABFIEERAALE, RLARFT
—HRERAANRFES”, A2 XBAL LB, M AL Bk EAK
FaK, BRFEEFUEAPETHRER DR — R0 28 835,
LR ZARAPRIXERFARFREORESE, —F B IEEPEBHHR
(UCT)F R BRI, FALET RBEXTHR ) 2 B (RFXHTER
AP, AB0 FRGBAME 0 FRGFI, ERAAESRKAT
ML EAREAT,ICT FHFoBRRATERANBARTRAITHH &,
FFE,BENATPRREEGEN AN E—FRET,

AL ICTHTRAAERNREH BTN, AR L EHFIANRLM
BIZP , FEX—FEMAEBMTAHOEARARZONAZERT TR .. B
TFYBdEEMIANAZRHAFLFFRMBERE LK AT
ARVETFEICTFMAFRAIUAAZENTHAOER, XLER
ABRREALE ~BBECUANEHM 2 AL XEEFRER, MR,
AXEFECHARE TR -FEALAE LHAREABIARAARE
KoL idfE, LA T . AINLYAGRARMAE. THEAH
ARBRKBHAGRBERO VFET"ERLMAR R HOLRITK
AMEXRHALEINKA, RPHOXBEANBEALEFRT BK,
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O E s B R B E S TR A A A A S R 6 MUE R
AR, AXZGRT PERAZHEL AT LML KT ESF"F
EHHR P ERRARLLS LA, AL EFBRR RS, 4 Ltk
THEHFTELEER PR LFBA TSR EN, AEAESH,ICT FF4
Rty ML B R LR B0E BT e B T #1754,

kRl - MEEXTFHREHEZRRAR

WMELZRAENREF 1R ABRBAEFFABNERE SRR EXE
FBRRNY c FEZAAPERFRBRES BRXMPENLREE, AT
RERRFEHZEIXNEBN " BEEE", RAAB"E—HMEX X
AFEH— " (Guback, 1994 228), MhERERSE, REBARERA
FBREAMARIMREE "R EBAARE, BtETENFEAMBKE 1B
FNBRRFER BERMBAFRAFTEBMAMEOBRERBELSEN M,
IBZRI ,ZENAAN " TZHMARZEANMIEBAUN" . ESHTLN
=, "MRAE —FERN, BEERSIBEFL U R ITIT RN T M (Smythe,
1994 . 238) .

NPEMETEFNX—HRRAAFFECEERRER, BANE—FHFERNE,
BB ENPENREMNEFER, UEPENBERENXIRENBERMEE
BHTERENTOTMRE T ERANEBD, TN, " MAEEREARZ
BEEHINRIBENBUGRMT X &ESE - TEERNEHNF HRETX
B N HEENER NEAREXEE" (Smythe, 1994, 242), Rk, Hrid
ZEITEHE—MA—H. —FHFEREBECABREZEX;F—FAE,H
AB—fB L " ERAB T AEAEXREN LS, BE " BREHESEX
BIET U A S B R R AT R AL (Smythe, 1994 243)

NEFBZEME , PTENHSEXESRELD, AR THEES LT ESI
ABARRR EETRNBES UREESELEEXMERER"AARET XAHE
BER", BREMEX— S, "EMRBUR " R AA R EHMEF & - QR
FEEA, F55 BE M RX 0] 7 "R-MEBEGMBRSNRH BT "R
FEFEARBHIEDPAMARKX" (Smythe, 1994 243}, XEH"T = REE" &
BERANRENSS HHFELEAZHEANHSER, ILREFEENERT
NUARBHHBRERNRE, EMELEX AHEERE AATINENSH
HHESEXERO—TEH, FEMN I RERZZIRZXADBEB" (Smythe,

-5 .
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1994. 241), HBZEE . AA"EAXEIXHMENRERPRAEH ST GER",
AN THREFEY KRR, XKAAEIXNESGR, L WIRREKERBEK
M. KAKE. LEOERNE  OHBEREXAXELEFEIRREETERE, S G
TR E XA SCAERE " (Smythe, 1994 231)

WIEZDMAMN AN EEMNERECERERET TR, BHEANRI X
RPEREVERVE " XURE" RLEAFTAEINHUXLRA BEEMN
REFREEZLOPERERAMBENPTEHEORAZ N EDPERT
FEMNEW, AAX ' BREFELNE NEELRGREH D", MXHEE.

R, PRAFEGFEAREIRALIXRRAFARBE, ALAET
BB iTHRARESS AR 5. BEFFEAHFM,EANT
—AETRRAXFEREFTLGHER, X—FH ZRRE TEAME
MDA “BIFEZR , ANF LRV ELEBEARXET SRS, ®
REAAERBABRERGBERRES., G2 S RMAEBRAS L
B EFFRBRERAALREARALAAKTEL G SRR S, o2
B e M HKT B FLIYRPRE EAAFLLEHF TR
HR(BERELA),“AARRE"H BARRTAT 5 H R L&
% (Smythe, 1994, 243) .,

MBZRE 199 EBRFRNHEMPBANTE, EFRLFAR RS T —Hik
£ BN ETEZE RTA7VNFE, BEEI—HXREERTEEED
BEEA—B'REMAR"MAGHIFSENR  BXLTTERAFERE R
BHEMMKRERBRXBIRE, BAMREE " BAXSEROMTFRRAERARE
A ER" (Guback, 1994. 230),

AMPEFEAREEESHEZ. PEEERIFX T UHERNERE
BR, FRUTHASARTARE XEFL BRI NETELREL, F
EHEABAOESANREIVER SAEN, AAERITERRARZORRE
FER AATENASBFMHOT, REFLKANEBEETHNTAXIFNR
WEBRR, FEFEEFHEBRSRANEMNSHEERR M, N EM. WES
BEX—"AREINBESHHO~L " OB EFPERTEERAE X "HD
1 AR " B9 2L oL (Schiller, 2000) 6

BB I AR EZMSROBLERENERZ SFMHSREZOENAL



