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THE MAGNIFICENT XANADU

A Historical Reference

PREFACE
Liu Zhaohe

The Mongolians are a great and brave minority with a long history
with China. They grounded the Yuan Dynasty that had the largest territory
in the history of China. According to the Historical Records from the
Yuan Dynasty, the Mongolian Empire covered an area from the Yin
Mountain in the North, the desert in the West, Manchuria in the East and
down to the South China Sea. Xanadu was the summer capital of this
enormous empire and the most interesting nomadic city of that time.

The founding of the Yuan Dynasty ended a period of over 300 years
of separation and chaos in the Chinese history. Once again China was
united into one kingdom. Those areas that were contr‘olled by different
minorities became unified under a central leadership. It was during the
Yuan Dynasty that Tibet officially became part of China. The Yuan Dynasty
founded a unified multinational central rule for the generations to come.
The prosperous development of Xanadu brought expansion to the whole
of Northern China. The Mongolian Empire had frequent contact with Asia,
Europe and Africa for over a century. Chinese ships reached as far as the
African coast. Consequently Xanadu became a centre for cultural exchange
between Europe, Asia and Africa.

Inner Mongolia is the home of the Mongolians and Xanadu is the
home of the flying dragons and witness to many historical events. During
the Summer of 2001, a representative from
the UNESCO world heritage visited the
ruins of Xanadu and she was deeply
touched and said that Asian history and

even European history would be incomplete
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without the history of Mongolia, specially Xanadu. The Mongolian history ;

has had a strong impact on world history. The study of the Mongolian
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history has aroused more and more interest among historians all over the .
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world. Xanadu, the ruin of a great civilisation, continues to fascinate the ’
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world. ’
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In 1996, the Chinese National Historical Relic Bureau approved Xanadu

\

as one of the candidates to apply to the UNESCO World Heritage List and :
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the project for Xanadu in World Heritage List began. Since then, the Inner
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Mongolian Cultural Ministry, the Xilingele Municipal Administration and

A

\7

the Blue Banner People’s Government where the ruin of Xanadu lies, have

N

worked together under the leadership of the People’s Government of the
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Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region. During spring 2003, a delegation
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from Inner Mongolia visited UNESCO’s headquarter in Paris and met Mr.
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Brandling, chairman of the UNESCO World Heritage List. Mr. Brandling
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highly praised Xanadu and Mongolian nomadic culture.
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Zhang Wenfang and Wang Dafang from Inner Mongolian Cultural ’

Ministry and Historical Relic division has anticipated the Xanadu project
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for many years. In their spare time, they went through thousands of photos .
and endless articles on Xanadu and completed this book. This is a special

volume full of historical references on Xanadu, an invaluable contribution

A

\7

2

to the understanding of Mongolian history and the importance of Xanadu. . .

\

World-wide interest in Xanadu is growing as the project “for Xanadu
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in World Heritage List” continues. “THE MAGNIFICENT XANADU” will ’
take you on a fascinating journey between fantasy and reality. ’
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