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Preface

Language learning can either be simple or complicated. Learners can study a language
systematically and comprehensively grasp listening, speaking, reading and writing; or they
can choose to study what they are interested in and realize their personal goals in an efficient
manner. This book is published in response to the personal study needs of beginners. It helps

beginners to quickly grasp listening and speaking of Mandarin and achieve real communication

with Chinese people.

This book aims to provide tools which help promote quick and efficient communication with
Chinese people for those who are devoted to business and cultural exchanges with China. For

this reason, the contents of this book are as follows:
1. Intertranslation between Pinyin and English without teaching Chinese characters.

Many learners do not hope to spend a large amount of time studying Chinese characters at
the beginning of their study. For that reason, this book does not contain contents of character-
teaching, but adopts intertranslation between Pinyin and English. This helps beginners quickly
achieve their purpose of communication and develop more interests in learning during this

process.
2. The use of English approximation of Pinyin and real-person pronunciation.

English approximation of Pinyin is provided at the end of each chapter of this book, which
helps beginners to adjust quickly. At the same time, this book also includes a disk of real-person
pronunciation to assist learners in correcting pronunciation at any time and quickly grasp the

pronunciation of Mandarin.



3. The study of hot topics which will come in handy after the study!

15 most commonly-seen ordinary life scenes included in this book are hot daily topics that
every beginner needs to learn. Relevant life and culture knowledge extended from these topics
will help learners quickly understand the current situation of China. Key words and phrases
of each topic are summarized and made into sentences, and the sentences are then made
into dialogues. After the study of each of the hot topics, learners will be able to apply their
knowledge to real-life conversations and perform communication. Everything is convenient and

easy to understand, and will come in handy immediately after the study!

4. Easy-to-understand grammar tips.

Chinese grammar is complicated and variable, which is somewhat difficult for beginners to
comprehend. This book adopts the method of analyzing grammar strictly according to the text,

and explains grammar with the simplest language in order to help learners fast understand and

use the language.

5. Stickers of commonly-used vocabulary that create a Chinese language environment.

Language learners are often troubled by how to enhance memory. Only by using the language
repeatedly can one truly master it. In order to help learners to memorize vocabulary easily, we
made delicate stickers so that learners can stick them to daily-used things and learn Chinese
vocabulary whenever they are using these things.

This book can also be used as a supplementary material of your Chinese lessons. Try your
best to use what you have learnt in this book in your daily life and you will have a pleasant

surprise!
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M = Pinyin

What’s Your Name? less

Tone

‘ AV 4
Initial ~—— h O O = Final

Character

&ingle Finals

e
s u g

&nitials (1)

4 The Pinyin system is composed
of three parts: initials. finals
and tones.

“h&0” means “good.”

g

a - “a” as in father
O - “au” as in audience
e - the first “a” as in appear

i -“ea” asin eat
U - “00” as in wood
L"J . “yu“

b - “b” as in “bought”
p - “p” as in “pork™
m-“m” as in “more”
f -“f”asin “fork”
d - “d” as in “dirt”

t -t as in “turtle”
N -“n” as in “nurse”
| =" as in “cooler”
g - “g” as in “finger”
k -k as in “kernel”
h - “h” as in “how”




&Tones on Words

(o)

————————————————— | First Tone Second Tone Half Third Tone/Third Tone Fourth Tone

. y ’ : high flat ~ low to high  low flat/low flat then high to low
a a a a | sub-long  sub-short raise long short
5 & © © '
5 6 & &
T T
g a U u
T T

There are four tones in the Pinyin
! system. The different tones

distinguish different words.

mother hemp horse scold

&ones in Sentences

NT jidio shénme?

Tones wave in sentences, going

|
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up and down. We will show you | N SR N
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Key Words
& Sometimes when you use the
word “wdmen” which means
“we” or “us”, it may or may not

Personal Pronoun

& o < 2 s include the listeners whom you
wo wo de wdmen, zadnmen wdmen de v spenking 1b:
1. me my/mine we, us out The word “z&Gnmen” which
’ 4 also means “we” or “us”, always
v - v v v includes the listeners.
nT (nin) nT de nimen nimen de “m,n,,“” &
you your you your The polite or respectful form of
S,
ta tdde tdmen tamen de “men”
5 5 ; When used after prons. or nouns
he/him  his they, them their only reference to people, it
iy s o 1g makes them plural.
ta tdde tdmen tdmen de e.g. péngyou men - friends
she/her  her they, them their Notes: If a quantifier is in front
¥
of a noun, there is no need to
ta tdde tdmen tomen de add “men”,
T : ; e.g. sGn gé péngyou -
it/it its they, them their three friends

g

The order of Chinese names is
totally different from English
names. In Chinese, the surname
is usually put before the given
name.

“xi@nsheng” means “sir”. In
Chinese, it should be used after
surname.

“surname + xidnsheng”

Names or Ways of Addressing People

Name LT Mlng Wong Lind “Xi%0ji&” means “miss”.
Surname LY Wéng It is used in the same way as
- ~ — “xiansheng”.
Given Name Min Lina Sometimes people don’t use
peop
SRS P A other people’s whole name.
LT xmnsheng WOng Xiaojie They put “I&0” or “XiG0” before
- Mr. Li — Miss Wang the surname.
< > ) % |&0 + surname: for people who
LGo LT Xido chg are elder than the speaker.

XiQo + surname: for people who
are younger than the speaker.




LR e

jingli

manager

secretary driver

péngyou

!

friend

tongshi

colleague customer




&Key Sentences

A:NT xing shénme/ Nin gui xing?
What’s your surname?
B: W& xing LT.

My surname is Li.

in gui xing?
The polite or respectful way of
asking “what’s your surname?”

A: NT jido shénme mingzi?
What’s your name?

B: W& jido LT Ming.
My name is Li Ming.

A: Ta shi shui/shéi?

Who is he?
B: Ta shi wd de I&obdn.
He is my boss.

I/

X4

| “shui™, formal form of “who”.
|

|

“shéi”, spoken version of
“who”.



