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Abstract

The increasing knowledgeablization of the modern soclety
inevitably calls for scholastic efforts in social thearization.
The theory of Structuration. as advocated by the distinguished
British sociologist Anthony Giddens is a resounding answer o
the call. Giddens unexpectedly [ocuses our atlention on the
corrclation between knowledge and action making the analysis
of that correlation the corc of his theory. To Giddens,
knowledge is more like the structural features of action rather
than structural clements. What at issue here arc why Giddens
is particularly concerned with the structural correlation
between knowledge and action and if we can become
sociologically more imaginative {from his analysis. Explonng
these issues will not only give life to Giddens® Structuration
thecory, but also add meaning to the development of
sociology. Thc purpose of this study is to conduct
reconstructive analysis, through which we may prove that the
actor of knowledge is knowledgeable: and the action of the
knowledgeable actor is the action of knowledgeablization;
and the knowledge of the knowledgeable actor is practical
knowledge.

When building up his theory. Giddens took the actors
or the knowledgeable actor as the logical starting point. and
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then procceded to discuss the correlations between the
actor, knowledge and action. completing his structuration
theory upon the discussion. Giddens rcached the basic
conclusion that the actor is the knowlcdgeable actor after an
analysis of the stratification model. social positioning and
the consequence of the action of the actor. He thus
concluded that it is a striking [eaturc of the actor to have the
knowledge for action. To Giddens, the actor’s knowledge
on the conditions of action, and the consequences of the
action make it possible for thc action to happen finally.
Without the knowledge, the action will not be possible. He
belicved that this feature ol the knowledgeable acior is very
popular among social members who undertake actions.
Taking the actor as the knowledgeable actor and taking the
actor as the action taker who has knowledge will make the
action as knowledge-driven. and will also pul a structural
stamp on the socicty where the actor belongs. However,

Giddens left many “actor problems” unrcsolved, such as the
ontology of the sociological knowledge. For cxample, the
actor should be a free person; and Giddens has prepared the
knowledge tool and made some efforts to rescue the aclor
from the dark night of thc knowledgec-action theory of
Parsons and others. However, the last actor and the action
rationality and the knowledge base of the action Giddens
attached onto thc actor wcere imprisoned into  his
structuration.

‘This paper has analyzed Giddens’ knowledgeablization-



iR STy M EE A X B

— -l ——FE RS

based action theory by attempting to detine action, discussing
the characteristics of knowledgeablization-based action. the
field of action and the dimensions of interaction. Giddens
held that the action of the actor has the fecatures of autonomy.
intentionality. rationality and constraint( sanction) . of which
autonomy is by far the most primary feature. With regards to
the rclationship between action limitation and action
autonomy. Giddens came out with a compromising modcl
mntegrating both into his unified structuration thcory. By
examining the significance of the knowledge practicality, the
composition of the mutual knowledge. the knowledge base of
the action reflexivity, and the relationship  between
commonsense knowlcdge and expert knowledge, the paper
has expounded Giddens' structural correlation between action
and knowledge.

The third way opened by Giddens in politics originates in
reality from his social thcoretical third way. This paper has
used “the mediate model, or the model of the mean” to call
this way. because the author belicves that the effective
channel for communication between facts and knowledge can
be constructed not only with building roads, but also
providing bridges. For example, the obscrver of actions as an
sociologist often apply what he or shc has Icarncd as
commonsense in life to partially get closer to the actor 10 be
observed. However, to test it the approach is cffective 1s to
build a bridge between the world of cveryday-life and the
world of social systcms, instead of providing a third way

34— —
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between the two. Basically, Giddens has shifted his attention
downward (rom the action reflexivity to the modernity
retlexivity in order to reach the structural correlation between
action and knowledge. and make it possible to correlate
general social action with the systematic action. opening his
theorctical third way, i.¢. the modernity reflexivity, that is
closcd correlated with the ordinary action reflexivity and the
systematized action reflexivity. With this, Giddens attempted
to cxplain the system logic of modern society. the knowledge
bascd actjon of the modern socicty in changes. and the ways
to rcalize the communication between system logic and
knowledge action. Howcver, Giddens ignored building up a
third way to bridge the past and present knowledge. and the
scientitic and ordinary knowledge. For cxample, based on
Giddens’ thinking ¢ the mediate model). there should be
another knowledge type other than ordinary knowledge and
protcssional knowledge. in correspondence with which, there
should have existed a buffer world between the world of the
evervday life and the world of social systems. Howcver,
Giddens did not provide any ready answer to this. This rcason
1s although modern systcms have penetrated the lifc world and
the litc world gets more varied in style, the modern system
world has not completely occupied and colomized the
evervday-life-world. The heritages lcft behind in the lifc
world are basically kept intact: and the actor continucs to
take actions according to force ol habits and commonscnse.

Mcanwhile, the changes in the nature of ordinary life

—a



continu¢ to influence the disembedding mechanism in an

dialectical way.

Key words  Giddens. knowledge. action, corrclation
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