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Preface

China which has being called “the Country of Porcelain” is the hometown of porcelain. Jingdezhen
as the representative and symbol of the such country has a Iong history of making porcelain and goes
back to ancient times. Its delicate and fine wares enjoy its fame in the world. According to the history
record it says “Xinping started to make pottery in Han Dynasty”, it succeeded in firing so-called
“artificial jade” white porcelain in Tang Dynasty. In the year of Jiachen (AD. 1004), Emperor Zhenzong
in Song Dynasty bestowed the town the name with his reign period of Jingde, so it got its name as
“Jingdezhen”. Experiencing the development of three Dynasties of Yuan, Ming and Qing, Jingdezhen
became the national porcelain-making centre as “gathering place of wares in the world”. The porcelain-
making history of more than seventeen hundred years, the unique rich ceramic resources, its magnificent
ceramic art, various kinds of treasure and wares are undoubtedly Jingdezhen’s pride and the foundation
of the brilliant and deep ceramic culture of the Porcelain Capital, which strongly established the world

recognized position as Porcelain Capital.

With a thousand year trudge and great change, Jingdezhen walks from its old history holding its
honour in both hands and draping its splendidness over shoulders, while these have been learned and
passed on by the artists and skillful craftsmen from generation to generation, resulting in the crystalliza-
tion of diligent exploration. Many generations expended all their lifelong energies, sweat and intelligence
creating and accumulating the ability to rein the earth and fire, deducting rich ceramic art vocabulary
leaving human being the porcelain wares with Chinese national culture and oriental art style. The history
has granted Jingdezhen with incomparable culture deposits. The way of making porcelain for a thousand
years paved it with the splendour and honour of the ancient town and a thousand-year lasting kiln has
fired its eminence popularity in people’s minds. The Porcelain Capital, Jingdezhen, not only composed
its honourable section in the ancient civilization history of China, but also played an active role in

promoting the development of the world civilization history.

On the land with burning art fire, who has created the resplendent ceramic culture? Who presented
the civilization to the human history? When people recall the millenarian making porcelain way and
appreciate the affection and beauty of the wares with fire and earth in the past time left by the ancestors,
they may not avoid engendering regret and default. From the literatures and materials of Jingdezhen
ceramic history, the integrity record of the complex porcelain-making process can be found, but there is
few about the directory of ceramic artists and skillful craftsmen. In the art sky of stars struggling to shine,
only were Tao Yu and Huo Zhong Ming in Tang Dynasty, Zhou Dan Quan, Cui Guo Xu and Wu Wei XIX,
Tang Ying,Chen Guo Zhi and Wang Bin Rong in Qing Dynasty and Cheng Men,Jin Pin Qin, “Eight



Celebrated Ceramic Artists named Zhushan™ and Wang Bu in recent history recorded. How can people

be prevented from sighing for such few?

It is the present people that learn and pass on the tradition and create the new ones and carry
forward the cause and forge ahead into the future. Though many names worth remembering forever in
history have been forgotten, it doesn’'t cool the people’s creative enthusiasm in art. Since the founding
of the People’s Republié of China, especially after the reform and open, the cause of Jingdezhen ceramic
art has greatly changed. The development of the porcelain industry gave birth to the finest people of the
industry, they shoulder the history responsibility, take advantage of their skills and have created lots of
ceramic art treasures with epoch spirit and aesthetic making people admired. All these artworks make

the world focus attention on China’s ceramic art and remember Jingdezhen.

At the time of “Ceremony of Jingdezhen has been bestowed its name for a Millenarian Birthday”,
we edit and publish the big picture album of “The Ceramic Artist Celebrities Directory of Jingdezhen
China in Modern Times” which mainly introduce the characters, aiming at comprehensively and truly
recording the mainstream artists in Jingdezhen ceramic art and their art styles, so its historical meaning
is self-evidence. All the people edited in the album are all the leading ones at the present age Jingdezhen
ceramic art and literary circles, who are professors from the Fine Art Department of ceramic institutes and
schools, Arts and Crafts Masters of China, Ceramic Art Masters of China, Arts and Crafts Masters of
Jiangxi Province and Ceramic Artists awarded by the government of Jingdezhen City. They have superb
talents, masterly skills, unique styles and distinctive characters and combine well Jingdezhen traditional
skills with the modern aesthetic awareness in different fields, leading the new trends of the oriental
ceramic art with strong creative thinking in modern ceramic art and inimitable techniques of art
expression. The collection of their works reflects the new great prosperity of Jingdezhen ceramic art from

the end of the twentieth century to the beginning of the twenty-first century.

Maybe it is a little early to comment these pérsons of untrammeled in the present age ceramic art,
we believe that in many years when our posterity open the book they can clearly learn the situation of
the development of Jingdezhen ceramic art during the period of trans-century and see with their own
eyes the mien of the masters and the finest who created the Porcelain Capital’s art resplendence in the

new century, in this case we will not leave our default and regret of our generation.

We dedicate hereby this album to Jingdezhen'’s Millenarian Birthday.
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Enjoying long lasting leisure and richness - Famille rose decorated bowl by Zhang Jingshou
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Reporting spring’s coming - Famille rose decorated porcelain plague by Zhang Jingshou
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High rank - Famille rose decorated porcelain plague by Zhang Jingshou
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Goldfish - Comprehensively decorated vase by Huang Haiyun



