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After Reading Haibao & Sanmao “Idle Talk about Shanghai”
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In 2010, the Shanghai EXPO will catch the
attention of everyone around the world. It’s the
greatest occasion this year, and visitors from
every corner of the globe will come to China, to
Shanghai.

It is always a pleasure to greet a friend from
afar. As the host, we will definitely treat them
well. Our young Haibao with our old Shang-
hainese Sanmao are sharing their knowledge
about the past, present and future of Shanghai,
what an interesting story! This book, Haibao &
Sanmao, “Let’s Talk Shanghai” is the record of
the whole story!

I’ve benefited in 4 ways by reading this book, please read on and allow me to
explain.

Firstly, it covers everything and is extremely detailed. There are 4 parts in this
book, starting from “Meeting in the Chinese Pavilion”, covering the past and pre-
sent. It talks about the land forming of Shanghai, how the concessions came to be
formed, the cultural development of Shanghai, the daily life of the local Shang-
hainese, the present-day situation in China after opening up, and the new sites built
for Expo year. It’s a mini-encyclopedia. It's a gateway to knowledge about Shang-
hai. You can find whatever you want to know, just like a dictionary.

Secondly, the picture illustrated layout makes this book informative and interest-
ing. This book guides you through Shanghai in an easy and clear way. The book
has rarely seen old pictures recording the no longer existent past, and pictures of
relics and ancient books. The landscape of Shanghai in the 1930s and the modern
views of this fantastic city are all included. It’ll be a treat to your eyes!

Thirdly, the contents are logically categorized, practical and concise. The 4
parts are re—divided into more detailed subjects in a user-friendly way. The old
buildings, new places of interest, entertaining places, featured restaurants. This book
will guide you to those places you should never miss.

Fourthly, this book is suitable for both Chinese and foreign readers. Most travel
guides and manuals are boring. But this book explores Shanghai in a new way———
our two characters show you the story in their vivid dialogue. You will find it a fasci-
nating journey to dive in the book. All the contents are with English translation, so
everyone can enjoy it.

The writers of this book Le Cheng Yan are actually three seperate people. They
are Le Meigin, Zhu Yuancheng and Wang Lvyan. Mr. Le Meigin is a famous play-
wright, Mr. Zhu Yuancheng is a senior Shanghai writer and Ms. Wang Lvyan is a
talented young lady. We three people created our materials from different angles, to
make this book one of “old meets young”.

Dear young Shanghainese, old Shanghainese and our foreign friends, | strongly
recommend to you this book Haibao & Sanmao “Idle Talk about Shanghai”, let’s
hug and sing happily!

Xie Chunyan

May 2010, In Shanghai




Shanghai is a city that fascinates me. As the largest city
in China, and one of the largest in the world (over three
times the size of London), Shanghai is a true 24-hour city.
Shanghai has expanded at a terrific pace since China
“opening up” in the 1990s and because of this it is an
intruiging contrast of old and new. | moved to Shanghai in
March 2009 and the city was almost unrecognisable in parts
from the last time i visited in 2006. Living in Shanghai for a
prolonged period time gave me a real chance to explore and
get to know the city in detail, if | was ever left without
plans... | would just walk. On one of these walks | stumbled
across an old part of the former city wall at Da Jing Ge
Tower, when | asked my Shanghainese girlfriend about this,
she did not even know it existed!

Quite by chance, | was given the opportunity to revise
the English version of “Haibao & Sanmao, Idle Talk about
Shanghai”. From reading the book, | learnt more stories
about Shanghai, its origins and how the city has ended up
as the fantastic place it is today. Reading *“Haibao &
Sanmao, Idle Talk about Shanghai” was enjoyable and
interesting and taught me so many things that | hadn’t learnt
about Shanghai during my time in the city. This book is
perfect for those that are visiting the city for Expo and even
for those that live here permanently. 1’'m confident that after
reading this book and seeing Shanghai for yourself you love
this beautiful and dynamic city just as | much as | do.

Charlie Markillie
April 2010
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HAIBAO

During the 135 days in 2007 that the World Expo
organizers opened the public competition to design the World
Expo mascot, the mascot selection office received 8 mascot
designs every hour. In total, the organizers received 26655
entries during the worldwide design competition, and most of
the countries submitted a design. The chief of the judging
panel, Shao Longtu said, “Haibao” is a cheerful, simple,
confident and lovable kid; the mascot manifests a "people~
oriented" sprit and tells the public "people” the foundation to
build a better life. The organizers explained that, the blue color
represents the earth, dreams, oceans, life, the future,
technology, and not only echoes the theme “Better city, better
life”, but also symbolizes that China embraces the world.
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SANMAC
“Sanmao” is created by famous cartoonist Zhang
Leping (1910-1992).

Sanmao’ first appearance was in the Shanghainese
newspaper, Tu Hua Chen Bao. During the Japanese war,
Zhang was a member of the anti-Japanese comic propaganda
team, frequently traveling between the front line and the country provided
him with rich thoughts for his future career. After the war ended in 1945,
Zhang returned to Shanghai and published “San Mao Joins the Army" on the
newspaper Shen Bao in the year 1946, the series was well received by its
readers.

Following such great attention, “Urchin San Mao” was serialised in
1947 in Shanghai’s Da Gong Bao. "Urchin San Mao" told the story of
thousands of children and was a powerful indictment of old China. The
wretched existence of the poor stood in sharp contrast to the profligate lives of
the rich, evoked a strong response when it appeared on Da Gong Bao. Just as
Xiayan said in the introduction to Da Gong Bao, “it’s definitely a great
recognition and honor that the character is populated, loved and is even cared
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Prelude Met in Chinese Pavilion
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Height of Shanghai
Dan Feng Temple

Long Hua Pagoda

Union Building

Park Hotel

Shanghai Exhibition Center
Jinmao Tower

World Financial Center
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Melody of Shanghai Roads
Bustling Nanjing Road

En Vogue Huaihai Road

Culture Hengshan Road

Beer and Skittles North Sichuan Road
Paradise Jing An Temple
Baxianqiae-without Eight Immortals
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Part Il People of Shanghai
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Immigration Makes Shanghai

1629 Xu Guanggqi and Guanggqi Park

1896 Sheng Xuanhuai and No.1517 Middle Huaihai Road

1900 Rong Brothers in Shanghai

1905 Pigment Magnate-Zhou Zongliang

1929 Yong An Department Store-Guo Linshuang
1930 DongZhuJun and Shanghai jinjiang hotel

1932 JinHongXiang and Shanghai HongXiang company

1873 Hardoon's Story: Adventure's Paradise
Shanghai’s two big immigration
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Shanghai women's amorous feelings
Cheongsam Salon

Women Writers of Shanghai
Film Stars
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Build up Successful Career Overseas
The Nobel Prize winner GaoKun

The architectural design masters BeiYueMing
The little girl ZhangRunZhi in Singapore
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Shanghai man’s
Statesmen

Writers

Movies, entertainers
Elegance of New Shanghainese
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Shanghai Culture

How is Shanghai dialect formed

Locals are Pumpkins

Local dignitaries

Hu-opera, Pudong Story Telling and Farce
Shanghai Style One-Act Play-Zhou Libo
Features of Shanghai Culture
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Part [V Enjoy Shanghai
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Romance of Shanghai
Nightscape from Cloud 9 Bar
Daze in Fragrant Camphor Garden
Old China Hand Reading Room
Catnap in Starbucks
Enlightenment in Museum
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Cuisines in Shanghai
Old Shanghai Snacks
Shanghai Special Restaurant Dining Guide
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Entertaining Places in Shanghai
Paramount

Shanghai Gecheng KTV

Beer and Skittles in Cashbox

Red Town Art Community
Tong Le Fang
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Hotels in Shanghai

Jin Jiang International Holdings Co., Ltd.

An Overview
Mandarin Hotel Shanghai
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Epilogue The Sea’s flourishing dream
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Shanghai Dialect - Mandarin Usage Demonstration
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Water of Shanghai
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About 7500 years ago when most of Shang-
hai was still a vast sea, the Yangtze River poured
into sea near Zhenjiang and Yangzhou.

The mud and sand brought by the Yangtze
River slowed down near the entrance, and then
was deposited by the tide, day by day, the south
Yangtze River shoal stretched from northwest to
southeast.

Around 400 years ago, the coast line reached
Qin Gong Tang in Pudong, that is to say, the land
east of Qin Gong Tang is formed during the last
400 years.

HAIBAO:IstheresomuchmudinYangtze River?
SANMAO: Yes! To illustrate, the Chongming
Island was about 600 sqkm during the 1950s, but
now it’s over 1000 sq.km because of the mud and
sand desposited by the Yangtze River. So, the
Chongming Island has gained the 400 sqkm dur-
ing the last 70 years, becoming the third largest
island in China.
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Qin Gong Tang

In July 1722, durmg the rexgn of Yongzhcng in the Qing Dynasty, the
tide breached the dykg, and killed lots of people and livestock. The officer of
Nanhui County Qinlian decided to build a new dyke from the Wudunwei
Temple to the Huajia Bay, reaching 90 miles. The policy of making tax /

waivers avaﬂab}e to the workers encouraged most of the locals to participate in !
the bmldmg of the dyke, this meant that the dyke was | ﬁmshed within halfyea.r
becoming a solid barrier i in Pudong

#7234 Qingong Pond
VILE-IN

Chuansha Nanhui Fengxian Highway
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HAIBAO: Oh my god!

SANMAQ: If you were in the East China Sea,
you would feel as if you were embraced by the
color yellow. Brought by the ocean current, the
sand moved across Daishan, Zhoushan to the east
of Putuo Hill.

HAIBAQO: That’s not good, East China Sea
should be the same as I am, pure blue!

SANMAOQO: There are microbes and nutrition in
the mud yellow water, schools of fish gathered
here, making Zhoushan one of the most famous
fishing ports in China. The fish here taste more
delicious than anywhere else. What’s more, we
Chinese have yellow skin.

HAIBAQ: OK, you win!



Xiahai Temple, Hu Du, Shen and Nan Man

There is “Shanghai” (Shang in Chinese
means, up), then is there a “Xia(down)hai” ?

Yes! The Xiahai Temple in Tilangiao,
Hongkou District tells the story. It is said that
during the early days, near Wusong River (now
called Suzhou Creek) there were 18 Pu
(riverside). On the south side, there is Shanghai
Pu, which later became a town, called Shanghai;
on the other side there is Xiahai Pu. Xiahai Pu
was actually the entrance where the Wusong
River joined the Yangtze River. During the
reign of Qianlong in Qing Dynasty, Xiahai
Temple was in Xiahai Pu, it was where villagers
offered sacrifices to the Sea God.

Why is Shanghai also called “Hu™? “Hu” is
a fishing tool. People tied bamboo poles together
like a raft and fixed it in the shoal, when the tide
rose, the tool would be immersed; when the tide
ebbs, the fish would be caught.

“Hu” used as a toponymy is from “Hu Du”.
Du was a creek in Jiangsu. In the Tang Dynasty,
Hu Du was the main channel to the sea, the
Japanese ambassador came to China three times
by this channel. At that time the Wusong River is

several times wider than now. The downstream is

called “Hu Du”, which means it’s a place full of

fishing poles. This is proof that Shanghai used to
be a fishing town long before the Tang Dynasty.
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HAIBAO: Wow, you are talented!
SANMAQ: Thanks!
HAIBAO: Then, why is Shanghai also named
“Shen”?
SANMAQ: Shanghai in short is “Hu”, “Shen” is
another name. It’s said that during the Warring
State Shanghai was the thief of Lord Chunshen
Huang Xie, that is why Shanghai is also called
“Shen”. Lots of places around Shanghai tell the
history of Chunshen. On the night to celebrate
the winning to host Expo, the first show was
about Lord Chunshen, you were not born yet at
that time!
HAIBAO: Wow! I have another question, why
is Shanghai called “Nanman™?
SANMAQ: You remind me of a story that was in
1958, a university student from Shanghai joined a
social activity in a remote place, when the locals
discovered he was from Shanghai, they called
him “Nan Man”. This really puzzled the student.
Many years later, he wrote an article about this.
“Many years later, “Nan Man” is still ring-
ingin my ears, and eventually I found out that
what the locals had said was somewhat reason-
able. It was true in Zhou Dynasty, at that time the
capital was in the north west of China, so the
people had little knowledge of southern China.
Shanghai was only a small fishing village. If she
lived in the capital city, why can’t she just call me
“Nan Man”?”
HAIBAQ: Funny story! Who is that student?
SANMAGO: Let’s keep it secret for now.
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Shanghai, part of Huating in the
past

HAIBAO: Do you know where “Shanghai, part
of Huating in the past” is from?

SANMAO: It’s from the preface of “Shanghai
Records”, written in Ming Dynasty.

HAIBAO: Huating is now
right?

SANMAQO: Exactlyl Hua Ting County was set
up in Tang Dynasty, later changed to Songjiang

called Songjiang,

County; it used to be the political and commer-
cial center of Shanghai!
HAIBAO: What’s the
Songjiang and Shanghai?
SANMAQ: In Qing Dynasty during the reign of

relation  between

Jia Qing, Shanghai was under the administration

of Songjiang,
HAIBAOQ: Now it’s totally different, Songjiang is

a district of Shangha!
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BE ARAEELER T, IR D8N — MK, H EEE T, SANMAQ: Yesterday is history! [
_ HAIBAQ: Songjiang has a long history, how 4
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about sharing some with me! .
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the cultural cradle of Shanghai.
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Huang Daopo (1245-1330)

She is a legendary Songjiang woman who made a remarkable contribution to inno-
vative weaving and spinning techniques in the 13th century. She brought back the
weaving techniques from Hainan Island and spread them to her friends. As a result,

Huang’s techniques spread across the country. After Huang died, Songjiang County be-
came the textile center.




Lu Ji (261- 303)

He lived under Xiao Kun Shan. His Ping Fu
Tie is the longest survivng examplke of ancient
calligraphy. It has both artistic value and historical
importance. Both the Emperor Li Shi Min in
Tang Dynasty and Emperor Zhao Jie in Song
Dynasty were fascinated by his calligraphy.

Donated to our country in July 1956 by
Zhang Boju, Ping Fu Tie was subsequently
handed over to the Palace Museum.
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