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Unit' 1 Land and People
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Different Names for Britain and Its Parts

Geographical Features
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Land and People Climate
Natural Resources

€ 20 L

Land - W

1. Different Names for Britain and Its Parts

Full and official name: The United Kingdom of [ Gcngrabhicalm names: Great Britain, England, the
Great Britain and Northern Ireland (KX ARFIRE & | British Isles, the United Kingdom,the UK
RBREBRESERD

England Scotland I Wales Northern Ireland
Pour parts
FEg2) | %) | (BRD (JERR )
Population |
48.7 5.111 & 2.9 1. 642
{59. 6 million) - I L )
Area ] ‘
130,423 78,822 20,776 14,139
(244,820 sqkm) } o ) ’
il ‘ London ' Edinburgh ‘ ' Cardiff Belfast
apita
L e @ETE | iR | GURESS

2, Geographical Features

» Location:Britain is anisland country surrounded by the sea. It lies in the North Atlantic Ocean off the
north coast of Europe. It is separated from the rest of Europe by the English Channel in the south
and the North Sea in the east. CEEB— NG E, S0 T AW B0, 58k Bl 593k 5 152 KR Y4
B, H XTI RENILSE T SRR RIT D

» The north and west of Britain—highlands; the east and southeast—lowlands,

» Ben Nevis (4 JE4E#T1L)is the highest mountain in Britain. (1,343m)

Severn River (ZEPLM)is the longest river in Britain. (338km)

Thames River (F&#E1-{7)is the second longest and most important river in Britain, (336km)
Lough Neagh (PJ4R#§)is the largest lake in Britain which is located in Northern Ireland. (396sqkm)
River Clyde (FE3E)is the most important river in Scotland.

Snowdonia (i £ JB I )is the highest mountain in Wales. (1,085m)




-,pa'wkff . . . | . ‘ * - /—--. :

England

» England occupies the largest,southern part of Great Britain with Wales to its west and Scotland to its
north,

» The south-west and west are plateau (FjJB) except for the Severn valley(FE ¥ &) and the Cheshire-
Lancashire plain(488f — 22 FEEEFD.

» The Pennines(F 75 LI k) ,a range of hills running from Nerth Midlands to the Scottish border, are the
principal mountain chain,known as the “Backbone of Northern England”.

» North-west—Lake District; the east—open cultivated plain,

» The highest peak of England—Secafell ($5 JE /R#%). (978m)

Scotland

» Scotland is in the north of Great Britain. It has three natural zones: the Highlands in the north; the
central Lowlands; the southern Uplands. (Fi# 2L FARF B HILE, EHZKHRK L HHE
. P ERE L R B AR LB D

» The three natural zones:

(1) The Highlands in the north;a wild,rocky, mountainous plateau with a coast-line deeply indented
5 HR BY) sespecially in the west. A

(2) The central Lowlands: comprise the Forth and Clyde valleys, coal and iron fields and dairy pas-
ture( HARKT M TR ES B MET R AT BIGH M) it is the most important area in Scot—
land which contains most of the industry and population.

(3) The southern Uplands:a rolling moorland(FEBF) , cut by small fertile river valleys.

Wales

» In the west of Great Britain.
» Most of Wales is mountainous:the hills rise steeply from the sea and are rather flat on top.

» Much of the country is pasture(4{$;) ,only 6% of Wales is covered with forest and 12% arable(A] #t
).

Northern Ireland

» It takes up the northern one fifth of Ireland.

» In the north-east lie the uplands of County Antrim(Z 888 , while the mountains in the sonth-east
gradually give way to the central lowlands of Lough Neagh basin( s #).

3. Climate

» A favorable maritime climate( ¥ ¥ ¥ S #%) : winters are mild, not too cold; summers are cool,not too
hot; steady reliable rainfall throughout the whole year; small range of temperature; the average
temperature in winter in the north is 4—6°C ,in summer in the south is 12—17°C. ‘

» Britain has a steady reliable rainfall throughout the whole year. The average annual rainfall in Britain is

over 1,000mm. There is a water surplus in the north and west,and a water deficit in the south and east.

» Main factors that influence the climate:
(1) The surrounding waters tend to balance the seasonal differences by heating up the land in winter

and cooling it off in summer. As the sea heats up and cools off relatively slowly it brings warm

air in winter and cool air in summer.

004




Land and People

(2) The prevailing south-west winds or the westerlies blow over the country all the year round bring-
ing warm and wet air in winter and keeping the temperatures moderate, (—4F [ Z= 54T /Y T B
RAARELAZIRAFRRER BRI, EHEEAND

(3) The North Atlantic Drift (Gt KT FEB Hi) , which i1s a warm current,passes the western coast of

the Britain Isles and warms them.

4. Natural Resources

The B . . | flows in a semicir- | to  the  Bristol
€ i ises nt
e(;};t}_}) ver the longest river ;Vsels o centra cle through west | Channel(fi B 745
&L es
¢ . central England IR )

the second largest

rises in the Cots-

flows through the

The Th Ri Ids (Bl ¥k K B
¢ hames Tver and most impor- we b HREERE Midlands of Eng- | into North Sea
(RELM) ) tl}) in southwest
tant river land to London
England
— the most impor- | | N passes through | enters the firth of
iver Clyde rises in Dumdfries
L tant river in Scot- Glasgow (%% $iL #f | Clyde(7g [
(L 3EREM) (B35 B
land 1)) )
Lakes

» The largest lake in Britain—the Lough Neagh( J4##J) in Northern Ireland.
» Other famous lakes: Windermere( 3L 22 #) , Ullswater (ZFH7/K#) s Derwentwater (837K #) and
Coniston Water i @ 7K #9).

People

» It is a densely populated country with an average of 237 people per sqgkm and it is unevenly distribu-
ted, 90% of the population is urban and only 10% is rural.

» The ancestors of the English are Anglo-Saxons(#H#58& — g% 7o #b A ), the Scots, Welsh and Irish are
Celts(HL /R A0,

» There are some quite large tracts of barren, hilly country,especially in northern Scotland, which are
almost uninhabited.

» The immigrants: About three million have come to Britain to live and find work since World War I1.

They are mainly from the West Indies, India and Pakistan.

leimmel

1. The Commonwealth (of nations) : It was established in 1931,a free association of independent countries
that were once colonies of Britain. It has no special powers; the decision to become a member of the
Commonwealth is left to each nation. It has 50 member countries until 1991,

2. The Highlanders; They are the Scots who live in the mountainous regions of the Highlands in northern
-Scotland. They are a proud,independent and hardy people who maintain their strong cultural identity.
They mainly live by farming sheep in mountain areas or fishing on the coasts and islands.

3. The British Isles: They are made up of two large islands and hundreds of small ones. The two large

islands are Great Britain and Ireland. Great Britain is the larger one of these two islands. It forms the




Soa i L
United Kingdom with Northern Ireland—the northern part of Ireland.
4. The Straits of Dover( % {# 3516t ) : It is the narrowest part of the English Channel. It is only 33km across.
In 1985 the British government and the French government decided to build a channel tunnel under the
Straits of Dover so that England and France could be joined together by road. After eight years of hard
work this channel tunnel which is called “Chunnel” was open to traffic in May 1994,
5. Cockney: A Cockney is a Londoner who is born within the sound of Bow Bells (#@%).

1. Multiple choice,

1. The earliest known ancestors of Scots and Welsh were .

A. the Picts B. the Romans C. the Vikings D. the Germans

2. Britain is separated from the rest of Europe by the English Channel in the and the North Sea in
the
A. east; north B. south; north C. southeast; northeast D. south; east

3. England has an area of more than 130,000 square kilometers which takes up ‘nearly .of the whole

island.
A 0% B. 60% C. 40% D. 75%
4. The second longest and most important river in Britain is :
A. the Severn River B. the Thames River C. River Clyde D. the Mersey River
5. The Celts were different groups of ancient people who came originally from '
A. Spain B. Britain C. Germany D. France
6. Though it is rainy and so changeable and unpredictable,the climate in Britain is in fact
A. a maritime one B. a favorable one C. a mild one D. a reliable one
7. During the ___ century when the Roman Empire fell, the Germanic Angles and Saxons invaded and

conquered Britain,

A, fifth B. eighth C. ninth D. eleventh
8, It is estimated that there are about 800,000 people called Smith in :
A. England and Scotland B. Wales and Scotland
C. England and Wales D. southern England and Northern Ireland
9, The British Empire was replaced by the Commonwealth of Nations in .
A, 1929 B. 1931 C. 1945 D. 1949
10, ythe highest peak of England,is located in the Lake District.
A, Scafell B. Ben Nevis C. Snowdonia D. Antrirn
11. is the highest mountain in the United Kingdom.
A. Snowdonia B. Ben Nevis C. Scafell D. Antrirn

1. Fill in the blanks,
. The earliest written records of Britain’s inhabitants came from
The official full name of Britain is

The British Commonwealth was founded in the year of

oW

. The English Channel between England and France is quite narrow and the narrowest part is called

is a mountain chain known as the “Backbone of Northern England”.

3.
6

. There is much good farmland especially in the south and along the coast of England.
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7. The highest peak of England,Scafell (978m),is in the in north-west England.
8. The which is a warm current,passes the western coast of the Britain Isles and warms them,
9. is the largest lake in Britain which is located in Northern Ireland.
10. The longest river in Britain is the which is only 338 kilometers long,
11. The Thames flows rather slowly,which is very favorable for
Il. Answer the following questions. (5 points for each)
1. What is the main problem in Northern Ireland concerning the religion?
2. In what ways does Welsh keep their language and culture alive?
V. Write between 100-150 words on the following topics. (10 points for each)
1. Please tell the differences between southern England and northern England.
2. What are the differences between Britain and the British Isles, Great Britain, England,the United King-

dom and the British Commonwealth?

I . Multiple choice.

1. Among the following statements about Britain, which is NOT true? (FH k2% 2005)
A. Tt is located off the coast of the northwestern part of the continent of Europe.
B. It is mainly a Protestant country.
C. There are no Catholics at all in the nation,

D. It is smaller than New Zealand in area.

2. The speech of is close to BBC English, (AtHARZS R K 2008)
A. Southerners in England B. Cockneys
C. Northerners in England D. Welsh people

3. The British Isles, a group of islands off the coast of Northwestern Europe, contain two countries,
namely, . (HFHK % 2006)

A, France and Britain B. Scotland and Britain
C. Ireland and Britain D. Wales and Scotland
4, is the capital of Scotland since the 15th century built around the rocky ridge on which its forti-
fied castle stands. (FH K 2006)
A. Cardiff B. Edinburgh
C. Glasgow D. Manchester
5. Ben Nevis, the highest mountain in Britain, is located in L (GEM K2 2007
A. England B. Scotland
C. Wales D. Northern Ireland
6. Generally speaking, Britain is a country with a climate that is than that of many countries of
the same latitude, (FH K2 2007)
A. colder B. drier
C. warmer D. more harsh
7. The north and the northwest of England are mainly . MR 2007)
A. farm land B. lowland
C. highland D. marshland

007 |
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10.

11.

Which of the following people are the ancestors of the Irish? (& #BIfiE K& 2008)
A. The Celts. B. The Romans.
C. The Danes. D. The Anglo-Saxons.
. Irish is a kind of the old language. (LA Z B K K% 2008)
A. Anglo-Saxon B. Gaelic
C. Latin D. Roman
The Celts’ religion was . (JERE AL E AR K2 2008)
A. Christianity B. Druidism
C. Roman Catholicism D. Islam

The greatest single influence of the shaping of the English language in modern times is
(b2 383 KR 2007)

A. the ‘pop’ revolution in the 1960s

B. the enormous increase in travel

C. American English

D. the French language

12. Which of the following people are the ancestors of the Welsh? (& #IFE K2 2007)
A, The Anglo-Saxons. B. The Romans.
C. The Danes. D. The Celts.
13. Most of the people in Britain . (FHRKZE 2005)
A. live in the central lowland of Scotland
B. descend from the Normans
D. carry the blood of the Vikings
C. speak a language of Germanic origin
14. Which of the following is true about the British Commonwealth? (65 i 25 il K K% 2009)
A. Members of nations are joined together politically.
B. The Commonwealth has special powers.
C. The decision to become a member of the Corﬁmonwealth is made by Britain.
D. It is a free association of independent countries that were once colonies of Britain.
15. The dominant religion of Britain is . (PEFAEE 2003)
A. Buddhism B. Islam
C. the Anglican Church D. the Orthodox Church
16. The Pennies,a range of ,are known as * Y (R4 2006)
A. mountains; backbone of England
B. Hills; highest peaks of Wales
C. highlands;kingdorn of animals
D. lowlands;nicest place in Scotland
. Kili in the blanks.
The English are » but Scots, welsh and Irish are . During the fifth century when the
Roman Empire fell, the Germanic and invaded the conquered Britain, the Germanic con-

querors gave England its name

4%

” land. During the 9th century Britain was invaded by the
or Vikings and by the . (b STALSS BT R K2 2004)




Fill in the blanks,

. the Romans i 6. east
2. the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 7. Lake District
Northern Ireland 8. North Atlantic Drift
. 1931 i 9. Lough Neagh
4. the Straits of Dover 10. Severn River
. The Pennines 11. water transportation

. Answer the following questions, (5 points for each)

. The main problem is the bitter fighting between the English Protestants who are a dominant group, (3

points) and the Roman Catholics who are not happy with the English rule and are seeking more oppor-

tunities. (2 points)

. The Welsh are very conscious of their separate Celtic heritage. Their cultural pride is very strong. They

are music lovers and are proud of their past. (1 point) Throughout the year they have festivals of song

and dance and poetry called “Eisteddfodau” (Z RF 4. (2 points) The greatest event of the year is the

National Eisteddfod(-2 E# %k % & L FE L) . On these occasions competitions are held in Welsh poetry,

music, singing and art and in this way they keep the Welsh language and Welsh culture alive. (2 points)

. Write between 100-150 words on the following topics. ( 10 points for each)

. (1) The chief division between southern England and northern England is in character. Southerners are
generally more reserved, courteous and conscious of their place in the social order. They do not like
to show their eriotions and lack of control. (3 points) Northerners ar:e generally more open-minded,
physically and'morally more courageous. (2 points)

(2) In speech,southerners speak the type of English closer to BBC English; they do not have a special
accent except the Cockneys({£3(4£). (2 points) In northern England, regional speech is usually
“broader” than that of southern England. A noticeable difference in pronunciation is the way
northerners pronounce the vowel sound in such words as “love”,“bus”,“much”; they do not pro-
nounce /a/ as southerners do,but they pronounce it as/u/, Certainly there are some other differ-
ences in speech between southern England and northern England. (3 points)

. The British Isles,Great Britain and England are all geographical names. (2 points) The British Isles lie

off the west coast of Europe in the Atlantic Ocean. They are made up of two large islands and hundreds

of the surrounding smaller islands, The two large islands are Great Britain and Ireland. Great Britain is
the larger one of these two islands. England is one of the three parts that make up the Island of Great

Britain (the other two parts are Scottish and Wales). (3 points) The official name of the country is the

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. (2 points) The British Commonwealth is a free

association of independent countries that were once colonies of Britain. It has no special powers; the

decision to become a member of the Commonwealth is left to each nation. (3 points)
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1. Multiple choice.

I . Fill in the blanks,
Anglo-Saxon; Celts; Anglos; Saxons; Angel; Danes; Norman French
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Unit (2)) The UK History I

Early Settlers
s Roman Britain
The Origin

¢ the Nation{ The Anglo-Saxons
° The Viking and Danish Invasions
The Norman Conquest
William’s Rule
. The Great Charter
The Shaping , .

. < The Hundred Years’ War with Frange
of the Nation
The Black Death

The Peasant Uprising

The UK History I

The Origin of the Nation (5000BC-—1066AD)

1. Early Settlers (5000BC—55BC)

The Iberians (7t F)3k A)-——3000BC
» The first known settlers:the Iberians came to Britain from Spain in 3000BC.

gious and political significance,

The Beaker Folk (3 O B8 A)——2000BC

» At about 2000BC the Beaker Folk arrived from Holland and Rhineland.

» They brought the art of pottery making,the ability to fashion bronze tools and the custom of individ-
ual burial,and developed their own farming society and built hill forts.

The Celts (YL/R % A)——700BC :

» The Celts arrived from eastern and central Europe in three main waves; Gaels(3 /K A) (600BC),
Brythons(f5 SL 5 A » XER ARSI & A ) (400BC) and Belgae( b, F#: A ) (150BC),

» The Celtic tribes are ancestors of the Highland Scots,the Irish and the Welsh. Their languages are
the basis of both Welsh( /R +iE)and Gaelic(F/Rig).

» The Celts were practiced farmers. Their religion was Druidism(f & S 0.

» Henges;Stonehenge (E A ) in Wiltshire (BRI HE) constructed before 2000BC, which had relJ

—_—

2. Roman Britain (55BC—410AD)

the first time in 55BC. The Emperor Claudius (75 35 i#1 7} %% Ymade the successful invasion in 43AD .

» During 400 years,Rome cannot totally occupy the whole Britain for two reasons. First,some parts of
the country resisted. Second, Roman troops were often withdrawn from Britain to fight in other parts
of the Roman Empire.

» The achievements made by the Romans: built a network of towns; constructed a network of major and second-

ary roads; made good use of Britain’s natural resources; brought the new religion Christianity to Bntam.

|

» British recorded history begins with the Roman invasion, Julius Caesar (4 f|} « {4#()invaded Britain foj

|
|




