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Snap Shot

Located at the central part of Shandong Province, Mount

Tai, is the cradle of Chinese culture. Its majesty and splen-

dor is incomparable. There is a famous saying, “Scaling Mount Tai
makes one feel superior to the whole world”.

Among the five famous mountains in China, although Mount

Tai is not the highest, it is one of the oldest mountains in the

world. With its abundant cultural treasures, Mount Tai is honored

as a sacred mountain and a symbol of Chinese national spirit.

Therefore, Mount Tai has all along been esteemed as the first of

the Five Sacred Mountains in China.
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Cultural Panorama "
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The Unique Charm of Humanistic
Mount Tai

Starting from the nature worship of Chinese ancestors, Mount
Tai gradually developed into a sacrificial altar for ancient emperors
to hold “fengshan” sacrificial ceremonies to honor Heaven and
Earth. Since the first emperor of Qin Dynasty, 12 emperors have
visited and held the grand ceremonies on the top of Mount Tai.

History has left Mount Tai with a great deal of cultural relics
and ancient architecture, which mainly display the architectural
style of the Ming and Qing dynasties. Taoists, Buddhists and Con-
fucians built temples and shrines of their own on the mountain.
The ancient architectural structures in Mount Tai integrate paint-
ings, carvings, stone rocks and trees, becoming the examples of
ancient Chinese culture. Mount tai preserves a huge three—dimen-
sional painting recording the order of sacrificial rites of worship-
ping heaven and earth in ancient China, leaving ancient architec-
tural models to later generations. With their unusual artistic im-
ages, the buildings on Mount Tai coordinate the relationship be-
tween human being and the natural environment and strengthen

the natural beauty.

The Vigorous Beauty of Mount Tai
The sunrise in the morning is the most impressive and sym-

bolic wonder on Mount Tai. Many tourists stay overnight on the

top of the mountain with the only purpose to watch the early sun-

light radiating out of the clouds. The sunrise from the sea of

sacrificial;
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clouds is even more enchanting and challenging. The fabulous sun-
rise takes place when the ocean of clouds becomes deep and flows
dynamically. Initially, the sun rises very slowly and gently, as if it
was just floating in the ocean. And suddenly, the sun jumps out
from the horizon and flies high into the sky. Its spectacularity is
beyond any verbal description.

Sunrise there has attracted a large number of sightseers, and
many literateurs and scholars have left their writings in its praise.
The peaks of Mount Tai are often shrouded in clouds or mists that
assemble a boundless sea, making it almost fairyland—like. The
clouds are always changing their shapes to form a series of spec-
tacular sights. Sometimes they roll about, and sometimes they
threaten people. That fills one with full excitement and wild imag-
ination. The sunset glow also appeals to many visitors. When the
dusk approaches, the entire sky is painted red by the setting sun,
while the rosy clouds form a sea of flames. One mountain after
another chases the sun’s beams until everything is reanimated.

In Chinese culture, we often use Mount Tai to glorify a per-
son’s devotion to the country. As one Chinese saying goes,
“Though death befalls all men alike, it may be weightier than
Mount Tai or lighter than a feather”. Long existing Chinese idioms
also abound like “as firm as Mount Tai” and “as weighty as Mount
Tai”.

minds.

Thus Mount Tai assumes great significance in Chinese
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Modern Link
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Mushrooming Development of the
Confucius Institute abroad

Established with joint efforts of China and foreign countries,
Confucius Institute is a non—profit public education institute, aim-
ing at promoting friendly relationships with other countries or re-
gions and enhancing the understanding of the Chinese language
and culture among world Chinese learners as well as providing
good learning conditions for them. Until November 2009, the
National Office for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language has
set up 282 Confucius Institutes located in 84 nations or regions
around the world. The major educational activities include Chinese
teaching in countries that have the needs and conditions. Mean-
while, the Confucius Institute Headquarter in Beijing offers Chi-
nese training for specific purposes for the public, professional
training for Chinese teachers, instructional sources of Chinese
teaching and learning, consulation of Chinese education and cul-

ture information, and promotes cultural exchanges.

BINRRERN ILFEB”
LT B b E E R WARE R T YA, 500 T dth
HoA E SRE = HU X B AT o0 A, 33k SRR [ PB4 S 3 b
15 S A SRR T i, O B A MBA 3R L R i py 2% >
T, BizE=20094¢11 H, EEIEEFRET 75
 NEEEEN T 282FFL T, S E R84
MERFAHX , FLF B EZEE A s
TEXIXAE 2% A TEMFKAGHE KIS
B, A, &7 EAE R FLF B B
H X A FLFFBE R BEHE A AR &[]
FEPOERZ I DOEZBITERAL BRI, 245
EBHEEMEIRR P EET SR EERE
iR, DL TT R AR i iE sl o



Penglai, a Fairyland

on Earth
ANJal i FEZR

Snap Shot

It has been recorded that every year when summer comes
into spring, there is a fair enough chance to see a mirage
on the sea at Penglai or thereabouts. The area is already consid-
ered as beautiful as fairyland. If one should come at the right mo-
ment to find a mirage presenting itself before one’s eyes, he
could indeed consider it a great blessing. In ancient times, this re-
gion was named Dengzhou. When the poet Su Dongpo was the
prefect here, he once ascended the Penglai Pavilion and stayed
there for five days waiting for a mirage to appear from nowhere.
It was a great pity that he had waited in vain. Nevertheless he has

left behind him a couple of poems on mirage and seascape.
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Cultural Panorama
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Penglai in Real Life

Penglai, which is situated on the northern coast of Shandong
Peninsula, looks out on the Yellow Sea and Bohai Sea to the
north. A region of great scenic beauty, it has been known far and
wide since ancient times.

What is called the fairyland of Penglai in real life is the scenic
spot that centres around Penglai Pavilion with some nearby pic-
turesque sights such as the Pavilion for Watching Waves, the Wind
Shelter Pavilion, the Memorial Hall of Su Dongpo (the Song po-
et),the Hall of Translucent Green, the Memorial Hall of Lv Dong-
bin the Immortal, Temple to the Empress of Heaven, and the
Fortress on Water. Located at the summit of a hill from which one
can look down on the sea below, the Penglai Pavilion is a tower-
ing structure enveloped perennially in mists and clouds. Standing
in the pavilion, one might feel as though“he was able to touch the
clouds with his hands or to play with the waves below.” Looking
northward, one sees a chain of islands that make up the Chang-
shan Archipelago in the distance and,turning around, has in view
the beautiful high towers and pavilions on Danya Mountain against
a backdrop of blue hills. It is indeed a setting that creates the illu-
sion of a mist—shrouded fairyland.

Just some years ago the Beijing Evening News carried a vivid
account of a mirage on the sea near Penglai.

The secret of the mirage is just the refraction of light rays. In
China, mirages have also appeared on the seas off the island of
Putuoshan and the city of Dalian. There are also descriptive ac-
counts of mirages in such inland places as the deserts in Gansu

Province and Xinjiang in the far northwest.

Penglai the Fairyland

The fabled fairyland of Penglai is, according to ancient leg-

ends, one of the three fairy—mountains in the oceans. Stories



abound in ancient Chinese historical and literary texts about these
fairy mountains,all vividly told. Of these stories, two are perhaps
representative, one about how the First Emperor of Qin sends the
alchemist Xu Fu on a voyage to distant fairy isles in search of the
elixirs of life and the other about how Yang Guifei, the imperial debauchery:

concubine of Emperor Xuanzong of Tang (618-907), expresses /-7 % i

alchemist:
n. %4 K+

her wish that the emperor come and meet her at Penglai, as de- &
scribed in Song of Eternal Sorrow by the poet Bai Juyi. Legends
like these have lent an air of romanticism and mystery to the | s
place.

In the Tang Dynasty, the rebellion of An Lushan and Shi Sim- reputedy:
ing, both ranking Tang generals of non—Han descent, forced Em- aav.
peror Xuanzong, also known as Emperor Ming of Tang, to flee
the capital. Disaffected by the emperor’s abandoning himself to a
life of debauchery which had brought one disaster after another
upon the country and the people, the imperial army demanded
the immediate death of the emperor’s concubine Yang Guifei who
was thought to be responsible for the emperor’s dissolute life. As
the poet Bai Juyi wrote in his poem, “The emperor, covering his
face with his hands, could not save her.” and she was put to death
there and then. But the emperor was indeed passionately in love
with Yang Guifei. When later he returned to the capital, he was
filled with deep sorrow at the absence of his beloved lady whose
shadow seemed to be flitting about his spacious but now empty
palace where everything seemed to remind him of her sweet self.

Moved by the emperor’s pathetic longing for his lady love, a
Taoist priest reputedly able to summon spirits volunteered to go
and search for Yang Guifei.“ When the Taoist priest arrived at the
fairy mountain in the ocean of never—never land and when
Taizhen (Yang Guifei) was told that Emperor Xuanzong had sent a
man to see her, she was so excited that she hurried down the hall

to meet him, forgetting_even todput her dress and gown in

place. She looked
the palace, moving

Rainbow and

| ®000
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some deep sake to the emperor, and invited the emperor to come
and meet her on Penglai. This love story as related by Bai Juyi in
Song of Eternal Sorrow is indeed pathetically touching.
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