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UAE Pavilion

Foster + Partners

HEEE: BHENHE
Theme: Power of Dreams
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The concept for the United Arab Emirates Pavilion at Shanghai's Expo 2010

is devised to relate to the theme "Better City, Better Life". The pavilion is

inspired by the principles of traditional Arab city planning combined with the
integration of the latest technologies to maximise both the passive and active
environmental profile of the building. This illustrates the UAE's commitment to a
more sustainable urban vision for the future.

A semi-transparent patterned screen envelops the building and creates a
strong visual identity. Based on a simple octagon, one of the simplest and most
ancient patterns in Arabic art, the filigree provides shading while also creating
a dynamic play of light and shade in the interior spaces. Designed to include
solar captors, the screen will provide energy for the running of the pavilion as
well as cooling for the interior spaces.

Behind the shelter of the screen, the visitor will find an extraction of a
traditional Arabic city and by combining technological innovation with
traditional elements of Arab culture such as the use of intricate patterns and
the compact urban plans of ancient Arab cities; the pavilion reflects the UAE's
mission to lead the way towards a sustainable future, while also preserving the
art and culture of its past. The pavilion will be one of the largest in the Expo at
20 m high and with 6,000 sgm of exhibition space.

The complex structure is a triangulated lattice of flat stainless steel panels,
joined by adjustable nodes, which are designed to enable the pavilion to be
demounted on site and constructed quickly and economically. The peak rises
to 20 meters in height and it is entered via a glazed lip at the pavilion's base.
Light penetrates the building's business centre and VIP area through glazed

vertical strips, which illuminate the pavilion from within by night. Internally, the
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fit out by Ralph Applebaum Associates offers an interactive experience, and a
dynamic lighting design will reveal the exposed lattice shell of the structure.
With capacity for 450 people and enclosing 3,000 square metres of exhibition
space, the pavilion is one of the largest structures to be built for the 2010
Shanghai Expo and will highlight the UAE's progressive stance on sustainability.
Responding to the Expo's "Better City, Better Life" theme, the pavilion will
showcase projects such as the Masdar Initiative, a new 6 million square metre
carbon neutral zero waste community in Abu Dhabi, infended to become a

centre for the development of new ideas for energy production.
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UAE Pavilion - Northern Elevation

TAVAVAVAAAY,

N

\
\

AR RERN T

4

SRR
SRR

ARETTETTTN

010

BE

UAE Pavilion - Southern Elevation
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Credits:
Project Name: United Arab Emirates Pavilion at

Shanghai's Expo 2010

Project Location: Shanghai, China

Architects: Foster + Partners

Co-architects: East China Architectural Design Institute
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Austrian Pavilion

SPAN & Zeytinoglu

BHIEEM: HEMEEMF

Theme: Austria — Feel the Harmony
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