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Franc:sco did not know at first what t> do. An admonitory feeling prompted
him to flze for the present the proximity of the girl. All sorts of reasoas, not
all equally pure, moved him to seek out the Sindaco at once and acquaint Lim
with the oc ur.ence before others could do so. The Sindaco lstened to him qui-
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etly — I'rancesco fortunately found him at home——and accepted the priest’s
point of view in the matter. It was but Christian and the part of a good Catholic
not simply to overlook the deplorable conditions on the Alp, but to take an int—
erest in the ill-faved tribe, ensnared in sm and shuae. But as to the vil'agers
and their conduct, he jromised to take stern medsures against them

when th> young priest had gone, the pretty wife of the Siudaco who had a
quiet, silent way of observing things remarked:

“Ihis younyz priest might easily get to b: a cardinal, yes, even a Pope. 1t
ceems to me that he is wearing himself out with fasting, prayers and night-watches.
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