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Unit One Ecd]un@mﬁm

Part | Reading Comprehension
(Skimming and Scanning)

Self-Assessment Form

Suggested Reading Time; Within 12'36"
Actual Reading Time.

Directions: In this part, you are required to go over the })assage quickly and
answer the questions a fter it, for questions 1-7, mark Y (for YES) if the
statement agrees with the information given in the passage; N (for NO) if
the statement contradicts the information given in the passage; NG ( for
NOT GIVEN) if the statement is not given in the passage. For questions 8-
10, complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.

Foreign Student Series

An Introduction

A listener in Poland recently sent us an e-mail. Slawek Loboda writes, “There are many
American univefsities and colleges that provide long distance education to the world. The
trouble is that each university says that it is the best. After an hour of searching and reading
what they have in their offer, one gets a headache. You simply don’ t know whom to trust and
what to choose. ” Slawek goes on to say, “I have been listening to VOA for years and I would
trust you if you made an interesting program about American universities for foreigners. Is
there a university that you could recommend?”

Well, choosing a school is an individual decision. But we may be able to help inform that
decision. The United States has more than four thousand colleges and universities to choose
from. They come in all sizes——from a few hundred students to enough to populate a city. And
students may not even have to be in the United States to take classes. Some universities have
campuses in other countries. And, as Slawek pointed out, many programs are offered over
the Internet. .

In this program, we will talk all about the American system of higher education. Our
reports will take you inside some of the nation’ s colleges and universities. We will explore
programs of study and report on student life.

o1
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Many of the subjects in our Foreign Student Series are based on your questions and sug-
gestions. So keep them coming! Send e-mail to spécial@voanews. com, or click (i) on
the Contact Us link at woa specia lenglish. com.

First Steps

First, we discuss the first steps for students interested in higher education in the United
States. ) ' )
One place to go for advice and information about American colleges and universities is an
Education USA center. More than four hundred of these educational advising centers are loca-
ted around the world. The advisers at Education USA centers do not charge any money for
their services. They help students find schools and get information about financial aid, admis-
sions (A %) tests and visa requirements.

Another place to get information is at an educational fair. Representatives ({{#) of
American colleges and universities present information and answer questions from students and
their parents. The Institute of International Education has been organizing United States
Higher Education Fairs (ZER%E¥ FMY2) in Asia since nineteen eighty-two. Last year,
more than fourteen thousand students attended these fairs in China, India, Indonesia, Japan,
Thailand and Vietnam. The next higher education fairs in Asia are in October. For example,
more than seventy colleges and universities will have representatives in Hong Kong on October
eleventh.

One important piece of advice— give yourself plenty of time to plan your studies in the
United States. Educational advisers say you should begin planning at least two years before
you want to start classes.

Public or Private?

Second, we discuss differences between public and private in American higher education.

A big difference involves money. Public colleges and universities charge (WH#H) for
an education just like private schools. But state schools cost less because they get money from
the states that started them to educate local citizens. As a result, out-of-state and internation-
al students usually pay more than state residents (JFE), at least the first year. The state
with the most residents, almost forty million, is California. Its systems of two-year and four-
year colleges and universities are among the largest in the world.

But the example we are going to focus on today is to the north of California, in a much
smaller state on the West Coast; Oregon. The University of Oregon, located in Eugene, is
one of the campuses in the Oregon University System. The cost for undergraduates this year is
six thousand dollars for state residents. Housing is an additional eight thousand. Nonresidents
pay the same for housing—but almost twenty thousand dollars for tuition and fees.

Let’s see how these numbers compare to a private college in Oregon.

Lewis and Clark College in Portland has four thousand students, compared to twenty
thousand at the University of Oregon. Housing costs eight hundred dollars more than at the
state school. But the big difference is tuition (#2%%). The published price at Lewis and Clark
is almost thirty-four thousand dollars. Yet Lewis and Clark is one of the few American colle-

« 2.
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ges to offer financial aid for international students. Each year it awards (45F; #%F) finan-
cial aid to twenty students from other countries. And it says the average award last year was
nineteen thousand dollars. That would make Lewis and Clark cheaper for international
students than the University of Oregon.

But, of course, prices alone do not say anything about the quality of a school or the val-
ue of an education.

Colleges and Degrees

To earn a bachelor’s degree, students usually take general subjects during their first two
years. After that they take classes in their major area of study. Students who major in a scien-
tific area receive a bachelor of science degree, known as a B. S. Students in the arts and hu-
manities get a B. A. —a bachelor of arts. Schools may also offer specialized (& Mk#EH]) de-
grees, like a bachelor of music. After students have a bachelor’s degree, they may go on to
earn a graduate degree—either a master’s degree or a doctorate.

A master’s degree generally takes two to three years of full-time study. A master of busi-
ness administration ( TR ‘E H A1), for example, takes about two years to complete. A
doctorate ({12 {7) can take much longer. It is the highest degree offered in graduate
school. Some programs require six years of study or even longer after college. A student may
earn a doctor of philosophy degree, known as a Ph. D., or a professional degree in an area
like medicine,law or education.

(992 words)

Questions

1. Slawek Loboda writes to ask advice about choosing a university in the United States. ( )

2. In this program, a detailed process for becoming an international student in the United
States will be explained. ( )

3. The advisers at Education USA centers offer services free of charge to students interested
in higher education in the United States. ( )

4. According to educational advisers, international students should spend at least one year
planning studies before starting their studies in the United States. ( b

5. In Oregon University, state residents and out-of-state students pay differently in tuition,
fees and housing this year. ( ),

6. Compared with the University of Oregon, it would be cheaper for every student from other
countries to take education in Lewis and Clark College. ( )

7. Students who major in the arts and humanities get a bachelor of science degree. ( p)

8. The Foreign Student Series base many subjects on listeners’

9. Besides an Education USA center, another place for international students to get advice
and information about American colleges and universities is at

10. According to the passage, a graduate degree refers to either
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Part  Reading Comprehension
(Reading in Depth)

Se‘ctfinn A

Directions: In this section there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required
to select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in the word

bank. You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.

The average college student in America spent an estimated seven hundred dollars on text-
books last year. The National Association of College Stores' reported more than five billion
dollars in _ 1 of textbooks and course materials.

Association spokesman® Charles Schmidt says 2 _textbooks now represent just two to
three percent of sales. But he says thatis 3 to reach ten to fifteen percent by two thousand
twelve. So what do students think of e-textbooks? Earlier this year administrators® at North-
west Missouri State University tested them with five hundred students in twenty classes.

The university is unusual. It 4 laptop computers’ to all seven thousand of its full-time
students. It does not 5 students to buy their textbooks. They rent them to save money.
The school 6 to save even more by moving to e-textbooks. The students in the survey re-
ported that 7 the books from the Internet was easy. They liked the idea of carrying 8§
backpacks®. But most found that using e-textbooks did not change their study 9 . And
sixty percent felt they read more when they were reading on paper. In all, almost half the
students said they still liked physical textbooks better.

Charles Schmidt tells us that administrators are 10  disappointed with the e-textbooks
now available because the majority are not interactive’. He thinks growth will come when more dig-
ital books include video, activities, games and other ways to interact with the information.

(245 words)

Word bank

A) attitude F) habits K) deeply

B) healthy G) sales L) lighter

C) aims H) provides M) occasionally

D) require I expected N) offered

E) electronic J) downloading 0) purchase
Notes

1. National Association of College Stores (XH) £E¥EEEDS
. 4 .
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2. spokesman n. EEA

3. administrator n. BHEAR
4. laptop computer FiRE
5. backpack n. 4

6. interactive adj. HHEER

Section B

Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by
some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four
choices marked A), B), C) and D). Decide on the best choice.

Passage One

One of the biggest challenges for the United States in the next decade is not the billions of
dollars needed for railroads, highways and energy. It is the American school system, from
kindergarten through the Ph. D. Program and the postgraduate education of adults.

The challenge is not one of expansion’. On the contrary, the rapid growth in enrollment?
over the last 40 years has come to an end. Even if the birthrate should rise somewhat, little
expansion is possible for elementary and secondary school enrollments.

The last 30 years of social reform are also over. There will still be efforts to use schools to
bring women into fields such as engineering that have traditionally been considered “male” . But this
shift® has already been completed in many fields: half or more of the accounting students in graduate
schools of business, for example, are now women. As for most other social issues, the country ,
will no longer try to use schools to bring about social reform®. It is becoming clear to policy makers
that schools cannot solve all the problems of the larger community.

Instead, there will be a demand for performance. For 30 years, employers have been hiring
graduates for their degrees rather than their abilities; employment, pay and often promotion have
depended on one’ s diploma®. Now many major employers are beginning to demand more than the
completion of school. Some of the major banks, for example, are studying the possibility of en-
trance examinations that would test the knowledge and abilities of graduates applying for jobs.

Students and parents, too, will demand quality education from school, on all levels. It
will be more and more common to go to court against colleges for awarding degrees without
developing the skills that are supposed to go along with them. And many young people are al-
ready switching to practical subjects, from psychology into medicine, from sociology into ac-
counting and from black studies into computer programming.

The greatest challenge to education is likely to come from cur new opportunities for diver-
sity®. We now have realized that no one educational method fits all children.

(348 words)
Notes
1. expansion n. 7
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2. enrollment 7. Ha M
3. shift n. AP

4, reform n. B

5. diploma n. g

6. diversity = P22
Questions:

1. Which of the following is one of the biggest challenges that the United States will face in
the next decade?
A) The U. S. rapid growth in enrollment. C) The education system in the U. S
B) The rising birthrate in the U. S. D) The social reform in the U. S.
2. According to the 3rd.paragraph, all the followings are true EXCEPT that
A) the social reform over the last 30 years has come to an end
B) such fields as engineering and accounting used to be considered “male”
C) school will still be used for women to step into traditionally male working fields

D) school will be considered as a good place to solve all the social issues

3. Employers considered most important when hiring graduates in the past 30 years.
A) degrees C) experience
B) abilities : D) physical appearance

4, What will parents do if colleges fail to help their children develop the promised skills?
A) To demand quality education from colleges.
B) To take colleges to court.
C) To ask colleges to award degrees.
D) To help children choose another subject.
5. According to the passage, which of the following can be considered as a practical subject?

A) Black studies. C) Computer programming.
B) Sociology. D) Psychology.
Passage Two

Ideas about education are changing in the United States. Education today is not just a high
school diploma or a college degree. Many adults are not interested in going to college. They are in-
terested in other kinds of learning. For them, learning does not end with a diploma.

Continuing education' gives these adults the opportunity to increase their knowledge about
their own field or to learn about a new field. Tt also gives them a chance to improve their old
skills or to learn new ones. Secretaries, mechanics, and barbers can take classes to improve
their work skills. Nurses can take classes to increase their knowledge of nursing. If they know
more or learn more, then they can get a better job or earn more money. Continuing education
classes give some adults the chance to learn new skills. There is usually a large variety? of
classes to choose from, typing, foreign cooking, photography, auto repair, furniture re-

pair, or swimming. These are only some of the classes available. Some adults take classes for

¢« 6



