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Part A
Speech Communities -

Background Knowledge

English is preeminent among languages. A typical unabridged English dictionary lists
about 500,000 words, and there are another 500, 000 technical and scientific terms. By
comparison, German has 185,000 and French less than 100,000. English is the official lan-
guage for some 1. 73 billion people, and there are at least another 400 million who consider
English as a second or third language. As for daily usage, three-quarters of the world’ s
mail, telexes, and cables use English, half of the world’s technical and scientific periodicals
are written in English, eighty percent of the information stored in the world’s computers is
in English. English is the language of sports, fashion, engineering, science, and the Olym-
pics. Furthermore, an astonishing number of people around the world aspire to learn En-
glish. In China, there are more people learning English than in the United States. Few oth-
er languages can touch this length and breadth of daily usage. Today, adding strength to this
linguistic grasp (1 5 5 ## E ) on the globe is the U. S. based Cable News Network
(CNN EAHLFE B PP ) that is seen and heard each day in over 140 countries and ter-
ritories. The text we are going to learn will give us more information about speech communi-
ties, English speech community and the English language.

Notes to the Text

1. There is no denying that English is a useful language. (L1) 4% 3% ; “Everyone must
admit that. .. "BF“RABREIR - RATBHRN:-"
B E A& There is (was) no + -ing=1It is (was) impossible to do
* There is no knowing what he’ll do.
* There is no reasoning with her when she is in that sort of mood.
* There is no denying that his health is greatly affected by his working conditions.
deny: vt. say that (sth.) is not true HFIAN(FEE), A&
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* The accused man denied the crime.
* I deny that the statement is true.
H deny EA BB H 1, AR ER, )
* He denied knowing anything about the plan. 57 A%158 38 iH81,
deny: say “No” to a request, refuse to give (sth. asked for or needed) $E48, R4
* He denies his children nothing.
denial; n. make a denial of sth.
deniable: adj. A B/IANM, OB EH, A4
- The people who speak English today make up the largest speech community in the world
with the exception of speakers of Chinese. (1.2 —14)
with the exception of : except, not including B&---+- BLAp
* He took away all the books on the shelf with the exception of that dictionary.
~ » All his classmates were invited to his birthday party with the exception of Big John.
* With the exception of Mary, all the students passed the exam.
243! except besides
except: prep. with the exclusnon of, other than, {M[A] without B% minus(—)
* He gets up early every day except on Sunday.
besides: prep. other than, HH[& with &% plus( + )
* I have three other hats besides this.
. Originally they were small tribes of people living in northern Europe. . . (L4 —L5)
Originally: adv. from or in the beginning [F.5%, 14 '
AT A B odiginally BUZEAIE , BB OFH/ES, %Mﬁ@fﬁﬁ
* Ordinarily we begin our class at 7:30.
. In time (L11): eventually, after a while JE3¥,4&F,8H —X; soon enough KB
¢ You will understand in time what I said.
* They come from different social backgrounds, but, in time, they become good friends.
* We were just in time for the bus.
* I don’t think he will come in time because he has something else to do.
. Many nations are composed of a single major speech community. .. (L18)
be composed of : be made up of / consist of Hi++ - #H W, By -oere 03D
* Water consists of hydrogen and oxygen.
* The committee was composed of ten members.
. boundary: It most often refers to a line on a map, it may be a physical feature, such as a
river. EWEME LHHMAL, XHRARKELTRE—FARFEORR, JURH R
FHREL”,

* Boundaries on this map are 'shown in red.
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[EE#Z ] border, frontier
border: It refers to a political or geographic dividing line, it may also refer to the re-
gion next to the actual line. ‘E8EIG F A F AR, AT IRIE A RETIE
R, BRI R, 0%, '
* Crossing the Mexican border.
frontier: It refers specifically to a border between two countries or the region adjoin-
ing this border. B AN ERZAINAREREELX —-NFA MK,
*» Soldiers guarded the frontier between Russia and China.

. For convenience, we may classify the speakers into two groups. (L28—129)

classify: vt. to arrange or organize by classes 532§, 032K

* All the books in a library are classified by subjects.

* She classifies all her tapes according to their different music styles.

* All the apples are classified and labeled before they are sent to the supermarket.

classify sb. (sth.) into... #f--«e-- i

* She classified her students into three groups: low, average, and high.

* To make it clearer, we classify these things into two categories.

. Not all these countries use English for the same purpose or to the same extent. .. (L37

—1L38)

to. . .extent: to...degree F---- B

* To our surprise, these old people like the cartoon to the same extent as the children.

* 1 like the film very much, but not to the extent that she does. She has seen it for four

times.
* to some (a great, a certain) extent ZEFFF(RA,—E)EBEL
* to the extent of F-r-+e+ B Hbb (R )
* to such an extent that... FRP - B 2E

. English serves as a functional alternative language in several areas of public activity for
the many nations of the world which use it as an international second language. (140 -
L42) WA RN “HR LiFE BREE T ALBENORAERREERTAHEES, X
BERUKBENE BT HETEERE .

serve as [ for: to be used as something else FI{E, fEHK -+ o |

* They used an old sheet to serve as a curtain.

« His words serve as a reminder of our responsibility.

* The sofa will have to serve as a bed for the guest.

functional: adj. of a function, having designed to have functions B35 &9, DT REAY , BR B
W, B1ERN, BN

function; 7. special activity or purpose of a person or thing BR3 ,4Ef, T 6B
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10.

11.

* The function of that committee is to direct their work.

* The heart performs a very important function, it pumps blood through the body.

» We shouldn’t ignore the function of this phrase in this sentence.
vi. fulfill a function, operate, act REATE,BIEA, A3 H

* Their work was delayed because the old machine didn’t function well.

* The refrigerator was not functioning.

* In this sentence the adverb functions as an adjective.

. . .so that education, especially specialised higher education, has come to rely heavily
on an understanding of English. (152 —L54) '

specialise (in sth.): to study and become expert in some special area of study, work,
etc. MAEXK, BITHR, EB(Am E specialize)

* After many years of practice, he decided to specialise in eye surgery.

 After graduation, he specialised in western economics.

* After his first degree he wishes to specialise.

specialized (32 2543 17] ) ; adapt for a particular purpose BN IFHEN , FEHT

¢ specialized knowledge & [ J41iH

* specialized higher education H%¥ % WEHF

* A hospital with ten specialized wards will be set up in this area.

specialty; n. a special subject of study, area of work, skill, or the like, on which one
concentrates ¥ [ JHFF , ¥k, % K ;an article or service that one deals in particularly %F
il &, 7=

* His specialty is calligraphy.

* Brick-carvings are a specialty of that village.

come to: to begin to 4

* After a year of study he came to realize that his choice was right.

* He has come to make preparations for the next examination.

rely on / upon; depend on &K, K%
In no sense does English replace the cultural heritage and emotional ties of the first
language. . . (L54 — L55) LA B34, B4 B E & X EE in no sense I ZEA]
H,FUSEAT RHERMBER, XN RERTEALEEEECELNIAER, £
HEHRE, THTX -4 WA IEE S . seldom, rarely, scarcely, little, few, at no
time, by no means, in no way, in vain, not until, not once, under no circumstances,
no longer, not for nothing, less still, no more, not for one minute, not often %,

* Under no circumstances should we cut the feet to fit the shoes.

* Nowhere else could one find such an age-old custom.

* No sooner had we got to the theatre than the concert began.



12.

13.

17.
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in no sense; by no means HA

* She loves children, but in no sense will she give up her work to take care of them

* In no sense is he ready to retire. '

* We would like to have you come with us, but in no sense will we try to persuade you

against your will.

. . . it provides a means of communication with people of similar training and interests
who would otherwise not comprehend them. (56—~ L58)

means: an instrument, thing, or method used to achieve something % , B (BE 7T A
EERMERH, WTEIE,)

* He has tried every means, but still can’t solve the problem.

* The bicycle is a very popular means of transportation in China.

* The means they used to win the election are many; bribery, threats, and smear tac-

tics.

by no means / not by any means; not at all, definitely not /A, — G HA

* His answer to the question is by no means satisfactory.

* I am by no means interested in sports.

by means of ; by the way or method of, by the use of or by using f, #K$g

* Thoughts are expressed by means of words.

* Though he can’t speak, he can communicate with others by means of gesture.

by all means; R—Y)IpEk, —E5F & ; (FERER ) FH, YRTT A

* The work must be finished before ten o’ clock by all means.

* A: Would you like to go with me to the hospital?

" B: Yes, by all means.
Learning a second language extends one’s vision and expands the mind. (L.59 —~L60)
The sentence means “Learning a second language will enable you to see more and know
more.” AN “EIE BT UT KANMBA, FRAMNMEBRE,
The history and literature of a second language record the real and fictional lives of a
people and their culture. (164 —1L65)
people; 7. the entire body of persons who make up a community, tribe, etc. in that
they have a common culture religion or the like B J&, #iE, (XEHN)ER

* the Jewish people JE A A

* There is no denying that it is a hard-working-industrious people.

Learning English as a second language provides another means of communication
through which the window of the entire English speech community becomes a part of
our heritage. (L67 - L69)

EXEEAB_BTRET ARMNEBTX—MEFITE, XM TE, B 3%
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IR F R AR SRR A BIRIIME L R R,
Outline of the Text

1. Formation of the English language and English speech community.
2. Definition of a speech community.
3. Classification of English speakers into two groups:

1) English used as the native language. '

2) English learned as a second language.
4. Use of English in many fields in the world.

1) as the language of aviation and air traffic

2) as one of the important languages of commerce

3) in international diplomacy

4) the language of the majority of published materials in the world
5. Conclusion: Learning a second language extends one’s vision and expands the mind.

Key to Exercises

Key to the margin questions.

* Yes. Because we have to communicate with other people in English—language spoken by
a large number of people in the world.

* Please refer to Line 4~14 in the text.

* A speech community is a community in which people share a common language.

* The English community is a community in which people speak English. Some speak En-
glish natively, others speak it as a second language.

* English has been adopted as the language of aviation and air traffic; it has continued as one
of the important languages of commerce; it is used in international diplomacy; and it is
the language of the majority of published materials in the world.

* Learning a second language extends one’s vision and expands the mind.

I.
1. T 2.T 3.F 4. T 5F 6.F 7.T 8 F 9.T 10. T

II.

England Denmark
Canada India
 Australia | Kenya

The United States Turkey
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England Denmark
New Zealand Ethiopia
The Philippines
Par. 1 Par. 2
Formation of the English language | — Definition of a speech community
and English speech Community
Par. 4 Par.3

Classification of English speakers
into two groups
1. English used as the native lan-

guage
2. English learned as a second lan-

guage

Par. § (Concluding paragraph)
Learning a second language ex-

tends one’s vision and expands the

mind.

except for
England

because
people, speakers

PNV A BN

Use of English in many fields in

the world:

1. as the language of aviation and
air traffic

2. as one of the important lan-

guages of commerce
3. in international diplomacy

Because they were isolated in their island community

the speakers who use English as their mother tongue

it will enable you to see more and know more
the history and literature of a second language




Unit 1

£OW N
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a. late b. latter c. latest

a. unacceptable b. acceptance c. accepted

a. strengthened b. widens c. sharpens d. blackened
a. exception b. except c. expect(ed)

h 2.a 3.j 4.k 5.d 66b 7.f 8¢ 9.g 10. m 11.i
diss 2. in- 3. un- 4. (1~3)il-, (4—~6)ir- 5. im-

reasoning  HflAb TR L E B, R0 B PE R E D B A kL.
knowing/telling MWR—AMRTREHA, BEADBB T ~SEMT 4.
denying AR HRIAN,CEEHZAMEBANRIIMHLSE LB RE WA,
telling/knowing WHAMESEEMFAEH, ARBEFUME
getting WURAEIE T/EME HFRLFTEEH T, FHEE,

.(1) of (2) language (3) native (4) second v

(5) commercial (6) activities (7) where (8) proportion
(9) as (10) legally (11) official (12) only
(13) others (14) status (15) former

= JET NP RO

in a sense

to rely (depend) on specialized higher education

to come to [ to begin to settle (down) in South America
to leave one’s homeland

to walk side by side

to serve as a medium

The speakers of English and Chinese make up the two largest speech communities in
the world, but the latter is much larger than the former as far as the number of
speakers is concerned. A speech community is any group of people who speak the
same language wherever they happen to live. For convenience, we may classify En-
glish speakers into two groups: one group speaks English as its mother tongue, the
other uses English as a second language. '

There 1s no denying the fact that learning a foreign language can both extend our vi-
sion and expand our mind. Thus, the Student’s Union of the university decided to
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organize an ‘English Corner’ every weekend.
A
1.d 2.a 3.e¢ 4. ¢ 5. b
M. (Omitted. )

ZHREX

EEEK

AHFNEER-MAANET. KR T HILEM AU, B ALART
R ERRENEFTHE MIRREEEIRK MRE, BLEHIRBLEE, BF
NS L, SHMFRE, XA FARE KT EAGES EREBAL, kB 5
M EMIES T . BE , XMIEFTEHGE—ER, BN FTAEFK 2 AN AR
HERNEST . XEABTEAXRKESHRT —MES B, & B0, A
MZANS R B R M AF L T, R THNNIES, BEMESGIESEE
B REGEREMRA .

EE AR BRXFHRARAMNERIERNES B8 S
RIE, FEREDT B HEMBRH, TEX RN EAENARTEINERR, FEEREH—1
FEMEFESHEAR, MBXAH FA BHEX, AMEROHARFASMETHIENAR
—H. FEAR, FIMRE NE, hEMIES AR, FLEF KA E. 6
HABURIE)NERTHR, Hik, FiEEEHEREHFA—FESTHETAR, 5
AT E A H R T

RATAT AR REEMABREBR BN RR . AT EERL, RITT UBXEA
SRR AIOBEAFRBETOARTE K, BIEENE BT, W THE HSF
FHHMEIMARTE XL, BR,F—LXPNEHEER NER ZE BAMNEHN
FHE, SR, EXBEFE, AEFEHABUILELF KT BASHEXEN, K
—REAFENE EFRLE HEL RERUTE FREURHMFLER, XEEE
EAZEN HOMBERARAR, BAMES - TERMEAREETERMNHEZAR
B,

BR LIRS ERAES TAREHNRAEAIEERITEES, XLEER UKEE
ARTIETEITERLE, B TRBEAOBEE, HEHAXMLAE , RiIBEK
REMEMEHEMERES, I TXBEEXRNEBRALFNPREL TEXERA,
RE—HERIEWFEEZ — ATRERERZNKSEEHT BT Z —, X EREE
HE G EEARERZ. BRE—HTR, ERMR EXE B0 Y& AKE
B, AMERHE, FHEREETLHT  ARARE FBRTFXHENEE, HERAR
EBRBE—BEHNENERKRXAERSBRIFAH M BXHEHR LRSS HIER
AR, EHRET —FHEHFLR  AESZLRUHFTOEMRMNBH IETRE, &
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WATRAR BT

FEIB_BETAUT KAMUBAMTFRANGOER., EXARMNESRERY
ZHFAMBMNES, MU EINHCUBEHNRRYE, REMFTABRNEY RNEAHHER
IR, BEoEFUHSRIMARNANFEEANBERINEH, E_ESHRICT
FHEMXFCR T~ TMRENESMBEWAAER URMBAIIN ST, THETXEmR
B R RNTEAITORE S R MAIIRE A K28, ERIBE B BT R
JHEBOIBET N —MEHFELTE, M AXITTEENEIEES AN T H AR R
gk,

Part B
I . What’s in a Name?

Notes to the Text

1. “What’s in a name? That which we call a rose, by any other name, would smell as
sweet. (L3 — L4) This sentence implies that a name is far less important than what it
names. WAJA A “BEFRBIM A7 RIITHRZ VBBLA, A B, BREKd—H
',

2. Accordingly, in the old Testament, God has no name, the reason being that no one has
power over him. (L11—L12) 4] “the reason being that no one has power over him”
B EEH, FRIER 5T R BERE M 4] “because no one has power over him”

3. There was a time when last names served to identify a person with his occupation.

(L20)
WaEER G B, AW KRBT EEENNELR",
identify. . . with. .. ; to think that something is the same as, or closely connected with

something else fB+++ee: Eeoeee SR AR e Hoeene BEEYBR
 Never identify art with life.
4. While names have remained fairly stable in other times, today, we seem to be in a rush
to change them. (129 —L130) : ‘
be in a rush to do sth. ; to do sth. too quickly without thinking about it carefully enough
CRITE; MM '
5. In sports, one finds name changes that confuse all but the devotee. - (1.33)
but: prep. except
devotee; n. one who is enthusiastic about something, a fan .02 1, BiF&
A7 that confuse all but the devotee” & M A], X R that IERTH AF AT E



