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Cleanse Your Soul
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Life Is Like a Box
of Chocolate

NG E% — &I va )

CHERB—EITAN RARER S ERDFE L EMGA LR
L ERMBRFLETA,EBLLENBHBEEHA  BHBELEGE, F—
ik*ﬁﬁ,?ﬁ:ﬁ#f%—-%ﬁ@ﬁ%%’ﬁii),ﬁéﬁ%’ii]@%4&%%,-2@#4‘3‘&%
WANTANOEREE, LR EEALR L%,

—RER,BINEF LR EZAZER, ERAP LT Z MM, B8, X
MR RERLHREE, NEFR R EFDCHER, KNG LEREL, BF
Ry R RRR —AARKGLE T, LR BRTEMNBOE R

' Jnvisible Smile

L B RN

Mr. Dawson was an old grouch, and everyone in town knew it. Kids knew not
to go into his yard 1o pick a delicious apple, even off the ground, because old Daw-
son, they said, would come after you with his ball hullet gun.

One Friday, 12-year-old Janet was going to stay all night with her friend Amy.
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They had to walk by Dawson’s house on the way to Amy’s house, but as they got close
Janet saw him sitting on his front porch and suggested they cross over to the other side
of the street. Like most of the children, she was scared of the old man because of the
stories she'd heard about him.

Amy said not to worry, Mr. Dawson wouldn’t hurt anyone. Still, Janet was
growing more nervous with each step closer to the old man’s house. When they got
close enough, Dawson locked up with his usual frown, but when he saw it was Amy,
a broad smile changed his entire face as he said, “Hello Miss Amy. I see you’ve got
a little friend with you today. ”

Amy smiled back and told him Janet was staying overnight and ﬂley we;e ‘going
to listen to music and play games Dawson told them that sounded fun, and offered
them each a fresh picked apple off his tree. They gladly accepted. Dawson had the
best apples in town. ‘ '

When they got out of Mr. Dawson’s earshot, Janet asked My, “Everyone says
he’s the meanest man in town. How come he was so nice to us?”

Amy explained that when she first started walking past his house he wasn’t very
friendly and she was afraid of him, but she pretended he was wearing an invisible
smile and so she always smiled back at him. It took a while, but one day he half-
smiled back at her.

After some more time, he started smiling real smiles and then started talking to
her. Just a “hello” at first, then mon;e. She said he always offers her an apple now,
and is always very kind.

“ An invisible smile?” questioned Janet.

“Yes,” answered Amy, “my grandma told me that if I pretended 1 wasn't afraid
and pretended he was.s_mih'ng an invisible smile at me and I smiled back at him, that
sooner or later he would really smile. Grandma says smiles are contagious. ”
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If we remember what Amy’s grandma said, that everyone wears an invisible‘;
smile, we too will find that most people can’t resist our smile after a while.

We're always on the go trying to accomplish so much, aren’t we? Getting grocer-
ies, cleaning the house, mowing the lawn—there’s always something. It’s so easy to
get caught up in everyday life that we forget how simple it can be to bring cheer to
ourselves and others. Giving a smile away takes so litile effort and time, let’s make

sure that we’re not the one that others have to pretend is wearing an invisible smile.
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