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INTRODUCTION

Music is a kind of world "language", and it is also a means of developing the intelligence,
cultivating the sentiment and purifying the mind of children. To acquire the command of a
musical instrument, it is necessary to go through systematic training, and in the process of
training, etudes are indispensable for the acquisition of the performing techniques of the
instrument. But child learners, and adult beginners alike, often find the etudes dull and
uninteresting. It is as a solution to this problem that we have compiled these three volumes of-
String Ensembles of Selected Masterpieces Series.

In compiling the series, we have not only made careful selection of the famous classic works,
but also arranged the original to suit the beginner's level of skills. Besides, we have adopted the
form of ensemble with a view of making it possible for the child learners and the adult beginners
to learn within a short period of time (say, from one month to half a year ) to play on formal
occasions those world-famous pieces.

These three volumes of ensembles are intended to serve various purposes. Although the music
is scored in the form of piano trio (for violin, cello and piano ), the parts can also be played as
duets for two violins, for two cellos, or for violin and cello; or as violin or cello solos with piano
accompaniment; or even as unaccompanied violin or cello solos when there is no piano player
available.

Learning and playing these masterpieces, child learners and adult beginners may acquaint
themselves with the inspired music of the world-famous composers, and thus enhance their

interest in music. And it is hoped that such interest may eventually lead them into the magnificent
temple of music.

Los Angeles
" April 20,1995

Huang Su & Huang He
( English Version by Professor Zhang Chengmo )
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