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Unit One

Pets
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Warming-up Act’iviti??

Q Discuss the following questions and talk about anything you know about cats and

rats.
1. What do you think of cats? Do you like them?
2. Do you think cats are bad? Why or why not?
3. Have you ever hated a cat? Why?
4. Do you think cats are loyal?

Q Take a few minutes to read the text and think about the general idea. Then

write in the blanks on the right any new words you find in the text.
Reading
L

As Bad As Rats

Britain’s gardeners have revealed one of their greatest pet hates ONGUE
other people’s cats. Okay, they’re sadistic murderers - but is it fair that T 8T,
cats have been rated as being as detestable as rats in a poll of British
gardeners?
A new survey in the UK indicates that cats come second only to
rats as the least favorite mammal to visit our gardens. The UK’s 10
million cats have had it rough as of late, drawing harsh criticism
because of their bloodlust and habit of viewing the nation’s gardens as
their own personal toilets.
Though animals are the UK’s favorite pets, British gardeners have
struck back by crowning the cat as one of the most unwelcome visitors
to their plots - voting them only slightly more popular than rats in the
new poll.
The Mammal Society - which conducted the survey - says cats cut
a swathe through the nation’s wildlife, killing around 300 million

I TR T 7 % animals every year. Predatory

instincts.

f ‘ q “Cats are solitary predatory

hunters. People ask why they kill

when they are clearly well-fed -
but a cat’s motivation to hunt is
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quite separate from its desire to satisfy hunger.” Even with a full ONGUE
stomach, a cat cannot resist the stimuli of a prey passing nearby, says T

| Ms Heath, author of Why Does My Cat? “It doesn’t make sense for a

cat to wait until it’s hungry to catch food—there may be none around

then. Better to hunt when there’s the opportunity and hide the food |
away.” “Sick of cats”.

A BBC television series has raised the question of whether cats
should be kept indoors at night. Wildlife experts say keeping cats
locked up from dusk to dawn will prevent much of the carnage they
create, and will also mean they are less likely to be run over. Mammal
expert Professor Steve Harris, from Bristol University, said: “The
message is clear, most people are heartily sick of having their
neighbours’ cats in their garden”. Saved by the bell?

Owners who have resorted to collar bells to warn prey may have
underestimated feline guile. “Some cats have learned to hold their
heads to minimize noise coming from the bells around their necks.
Perhaps we need to admire this skill, rather than get paranoid about
it.” :

Even today, some view
the black cats as an omen of
misfortune. Even the English
language is stacked against
the moggy. Spiteful people
are dubbed as being “catty”.

A raucous cry is a “caterwaul”. At work, a greedy, lazy boss is a “fat
cat”.

But, to be fair, the British can’t hate cats that much. A recent
report found that the generosity of the British towards cats has caused

one in four of the creatures to become clinically obese. 3

New Words and Expressions

S H“f .

illin ‘axt‘qwoundmng of many ammals or eSp ‘
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clinically [kli'nifan]
creature ['kri:tfa]
detestable [di'testabal]
dub [dAb]

feline ['fizlain]
gardener ['ga:dna]

generosity [.d3ena'rasiti]
greedy ['gri:di]

guile [gail]

harsh [ha:[]

indicate ['inQikeit]

mammal ['mzemal]
minimize ['minimaiz]

moggy

motivation [mauti'veifan]

obese [au'bi:s]

omen ['aumen]

paranoid ['peeranoid]

pet [pet]

poll [paul]

adj.

adj.

adj.

adj.

of or connected with a clinic or a hospital & Y
an animal of any kind 4

worth hating TR % &9, Ty

to name humorously or descriptively &+ w

(of or like) a member of the cat family J#&#7, %4

the person in charge of a garden or who owns a
garden BT, fLE

the quality of being generous K&, K7

in great need or with great desire R 4889
deceit, esp. a clever, indirect kind #it, 3aA
unpleasant in causing pain to the senses #| 549
to make clear £~

an animal of the type which is fed when young on
milk from the mother’s body "#3L#h#

to lessen to the smallest amount or degree ‘)
1

cat 3%

the act or state of being motivated; need, purpose

AL, B
very fat AR ENCH4Y

a sign that something is going to happen in the
future ka4

paranoiac & & A x4

an animal kept in the home as a companion %

#

the giving of votes in writing at an election K&

AL
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Notes

1. - one of their greatest pet hates...:
AR R L —.

ERad Il 1 0 W i LR

nge ‘hate” used as a.n qn, it means “s

3, comeseconddhlyto.... Rk F e

53/
crown ...as: regard...as P Hgereees

3
4.

rough of late...:  recently

A3y sl R ATE
Y (-,jg,t,s.:,:;". 21 g

1

feol nokeEvet 8 oo ot
Anrmcitsdl ehem oy

the most detestable pet animal they thi

B9} ﬂ'f%. TR0 .; 9I5TRYS

h”lf) ;'»

NEFTHRGSY D01
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“crown” in the text is used to show irony (VAH).
5. ...cats cut a swathe through the nation’s wildlife ««**** i ER BRSO A B -
6. make sense: to be a wise course of action FHIEHE; HEX
7 Better to hunt when there’s the opportunity and hide the food away. #4f /& —H
MLamsh T, REEEWHHERL AN Z .

There is an omission here. The full sentence should be — They had better hunt when

there’s the opportunity and hide the food away.

8. BBC: British Broadcasting Corporation 3% [ /2

9. ... keeping cats locked up from dusk to dawn will prevent much of the carnage:
----- WP A I R A B S SRR — ELR R BE K I AT AR L e AR ER

keeping cats locked up from dusk to dawn: here is used as the subject.

10. caterwaul: (LA {E]): Hf0Y 7

11. one in four : one fourth U432 —

Word Study
reveal
1. reveal . toallow to be seen; to make known 3 5&; # 5, HE

e.g.
The curtain opened to reveal a darkened stage.
She suddenly revealed that she was not married.

2. revealing adj. (+ from) allowing parts to be seen which are usually kept covered,;
full of meaning; giving some knowledge of facts which had been

unknown R & 69, EF e, BT
gis:
She is wearing a very revealing dress.

He gave a revealing remark which told me a lot about the person
who made them mad.

separate
1. separate V. to set or move apart; (cause to) become disconnected; to keep apart;
to break or divide up into the parts  (f2)%" & , B (k) TR
e.g.

The repairman separated the two pipes by unscrewing them.
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Text Comprehension

1. rate cats as one of their greatest pet hates.
A. British scientist ~ B. Britain’s gardeners
C. British reporters - D. British professors
2. Cats hunt even when they are full because . ‘
A. theyhketosausfythexrhunger : A Cal l

Ve )“a JHE

heir stomachs full : s b ) e
3. Accordmgtothetexi‘ﬁ“fatcat"mans ) PRI L
A. misfortune : B. spiteful people
C. araucous cry " D. alazy boss
4.  Owners resort to collar bells in order to : |
A. warn the prey . B.ornament (i) the cats
C. amuse the cats D. find their cats easily =~

5. Which of the following statements is wrong?
A. Cats are the UK’s favorites ' )
B. Cats are only slightly more popular than rats with Britain’s gardeners
 C. Cats only hunt when they are hungry
D. The wildlife experts suggest cats be kept indoor at night

ol 2.
N aiSn nSnor Sy

Exercises ‘ B

I Recite the 5" and 6" paragraphs.
IL. Find the ltems eqmvalent to those glven in Chmese in the table below

A—-poll
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B — gardener
C — survey

D — resort to
E — wildlife

F — creature
G — stimulus
H — carnage

I —=ziteline
I — prey
K — omen

L — come second only to
M — hide away

N — be sick of

O — paranoid

Example (A) BT (D) k8
i ﬁ% () RE
g‘w 2m 7 )E% e Tl
A1l ‘u«u ‘\w M\ il (v ) F%; el I e e (‘“ r)u(k$ it
| 4. ( E%ﬁé () R
g8t )Zfﬁﬂ ()R

IIL Fill in the blank with the proper form of the word given in the brackets.

1. Hewassucha (detest) man that no one liked him.

2. Inarecent poll cats are only slightly (popular) than rats.

3. It’s raining hard. They are not (like) to go out for a walk.

4. So far people (resort to) the computers almost in every field.

5. Obviously he was (welcome), no one talked to him.

6. Many students’ (motivate) to learn is to get a good job in the future.

7. Heis sick of (disturb) when he is working.

8. The children were very happy, and they were singing and dancing (heart).
9. Heis of great (generous) and he often helps those who are in need.

10. The millionaire has a big study Gl (stack) with many books, but he

seldom read them.

IV. Choose the best answer.
1. The boy the secret that he stole the money from his father’s wallet.



