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On the banks of the meandering Huangpu River, Yangtze's last tributary
before it flows into the East China Sea, stands the most important city of
modern-day China, Shanghai. It is a city that has witnessed so much trial
and tribulation, so much clash and conflict, but when all is said and done,
it is a city that has risen to embrace the dawn of the new century, a city that
gathers talents and wealth and most of all, a city that guarantees dreams.
Even with a casual glance at the architectural phenomenon on both sides
of the Huangpu River, one can tell why here, the historical as well as ultra-
modern buildings are but one of the art forms showcasing the political,
economic, cultural and social changes that have taken place.

Amang these buildings stands the most grandiose and magnificent--the
No.12 building of the Bund.

Designed by Palmer & Turner Architects and Surveyors of Great Britain
and constructed by the British Trollope and Colls, Ltd., the building project
broke ground on May 5, 1921. By the time it was completed on June 13th,
1923, the total cost reached 10 million taels of silver, which was, at that time,
more than half of all on the Bund combined. The
construction is indeed a truly great combination of the East and the West.
With the cloister of baroque Corinthian double columns, the vast Rome
Paritheon-like dome, the wide peculiar marble pillars, and the spectacular
Venetian mosaic frescoes, the whole building is a reflection of the breath of
life and sophistication of the Renaissance age.

The No: 12 building has been held by many as the building “unsurpassed
by any financial or commercial house in Asia and the Far East from Suez to
the Behring Sea” and as a typical example of the blending of European and
Oriental architecture styles. It is proclaimed to be “the most dazzling jewel,
the most resplendent pear], the most exquisite crystal and the most valuable
piece of art”” .

In 1996, Shanghai Pudong Devel Bank (SPDB) hased the
building with RMB1.7 billion as its head office and spent two years on
the preservation and renovation project of the building to restore its
former status as a financial centre.

Like all historical and cultural heritage, this building is one giant museum.
Historically, the building was occupied by The Hong Kong Shanghai Banking
Corporation (HSBC), once served as Shanghai Municipal Hall, and it has been
visited by state and g leaders, di ies and celebrities
from all walks of life.

At various stages of the development, this building plays different roles in
Shanghai. It was a symbol of old Shanghai: it was a seat of the post-1949
Shanghai g it is now an ble landmark, a reminder of
Shanghai's past glory. Now, it becomes a symbol of the ambitious reform
policies aiming at reestablishing the city as a financial centre.

Listening to the never-tiring waves of the Huangpu River, the No. 12 building
had seen with its own eyes the ups and downs of the city; enchanted with
glory and dreams, it s singing ode to the new era of the 21 century.

This photo collection is the strenuous effort of two-year research, massive
selection and meticulous edition of historical documents and archives, SPDB
management and editors have worked tirelessly to bring *Bund No.12
Building” to fruition. No one has ever tried to present the city through one
building, it is a work of research and exploration of the architecture on
both banks of the Huangpu River. Let us follow the photo-grapher’s camera,
walking through the awesome revolving door to see and hear what this
magnificent building has to show and tell.
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