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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

S pyri, Johanna (1827—1901), Swiss writer of books for
children was born in Hirzel, a village near Zurich. She
began writing during the Franco-Prussian War (1870—1871)
to raise money for the newly founded Red Cross.

Spyri’s most enduring work is the novel Heidi, which
was originally published as two separate books, one in 1880
and one in 1881. The story concerns a lively orphan girl who
goes to live with her lonely grandfather in the Alps. In writ-
ing Heidi, Spyri drew upon remembrances from her own
childhood and stories that were told by her large family. She
also wrote many other novels and short stories about chil-
dren in Switzerland; however, none of them achieved the last-
ing popularity of Heidi. Several motion pictures based on
Heidi have been made; the 1937 film starring Shirley Temple
is the best known.
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1

UP THE MOUNTAIN

It was a beautiful and sunny June morning. Two figures
could be seen walking along the path that led out of the
small but charming Swiss town of Mayenfeld, at the foot of
a mountain range.

The taller figure was of a young and well-built woman.
She pulled along with her the shorter figure of a girl roughly
five years of age. It was difficult to observe the size of the
little girl as she was dressed up heavily. She wore at least
two frocks, one over the other, and also had a large red shawl
wrapped around her. She even wore a pair of hobnailed 'boots
on her feet. Her face was flushed crimson with sunburns but
she looked charming.

After walking up about an hour or so, they came to the
tiny village of Dorfli that was half way up the mountain.

The woman named Dete had been a resident of that village.

VASELFPHHERELEIKB LAY 286, —BEX 2
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An old friend recognised and hailed her. She joined them in
their journey upwards. The two women exchanged conver-
sation as they walked.

“Is this your sister’s child?”asked the friend, Barbara,
“Where are you two going?”

“That’s right! She is the orphan my sister left. And I am
taking her to live with Uncle Alm now,”replied Dete,

“You can’t be serious!” Barbara was astonished to hear
the reply to her queries. “The old man will slam the door in
your face if you suggest that to him.”

“Why should he? He is her Grandfather, and bears some
responsibility for her, too. I have taken care of her since my
sister died four years ago. Now I have a chance to get a good
job with a nice family, and I cannot take the child with me.
It’s Uncle Alm’s turn to look after her now.”

“But you know what sort of a man he is. He is a terrible-
looking hermit with those bushy grey eyebrows and that long,
straggly beard. I think we are all a bit scared of him. He
never talks to anyone, never goes to church and never comes
down from the mountain more than twice a year. When he
does come down, everybody avoids the sight of him on ac-
count of the twisted stick that he carries in his hands. How
can you even expect that wild old man to take care of such a
young one as Heidi?”

Dete would not change her mind. “But he’s got to look
after his grandchild now, and if she comes to any harm that
will be his fault, not mine.”

12
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Barbara was, by now very anxious fo know about the old
man. Dete began to tell her what she knew, but only after
making Barbara promise that she would not speak about it to
anyone. Dete made sure that Heidi was not within earshot.
Heidi was with Peter, who was a village goatherd and was
climbing up the slopes with his goats, to pick up the two
goats of Uncle Alm. So, Dete continued with the story, after
seeing that Heidi was safe with Peter.

“Uncle Alm came in from the same region as my
mother,”Dete began,“But I can’t say if he was always a
hermit! All T have heard is that he once inherited his
family’s large, successful farm, but he managed only to
drink out of that money, and so his parents died of grief
over the whole affair. And Uncle Alm finally disappeared
somewhere.

“To everybody’s surprise, he came back many years later
with a young son called Tobias. The boy grew up and be-
came a carpenter of worth; but the myths that surrounded the
old man could not be done away with. My family acknowl-
edged this kinship by marrying off my sister to his son and
so we called him Uncle.

“But the marriage of Tobias and Adelheid ended with trag-
edy after two years when Tobias was killed in an accident.
His wife died two months later in grief. After his son’s death,
the old man left the village and went right up on this moun-
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tain Alm to lead an isolated life. Therefore, after Adelheid,
my mother and I took Heidi in, who was only a one-year old
right then.

“And the three of us lived together in Dorfli only until a
year ago when my mother died unfortunately. And now when
I have been offered a much better job in Frankfurt, I am not
supposed to take the child with me; and so the time has come
for me to leave Heidi with Uncle Alm.

“I'really can’t afford to turn down a first-rate job like this
for the sake of a five-year-old child. An opportunity knocks
only once, and I really don’t want to regret afterwards.”as-
serted Dete.

“I want to see Peter’s mother in that hut nearby. She does
spinning for me in the winter. So this is where I leave you.
Goodbye and take care, Dete.”

After Barbara left, Dete looked anxiously about for the
two children with the goats. The children had strayed far away
from the path, for the eleven-year-old Peter always went his
own way up the mountain. It was Peter’s daily task to take
all the village goats and those of Uncle Alm too for grazing
every morning on the high pastures.

Along with Peter, as Heidi climbed she panted but when
she saw Peter barefeet she sat down instantly and pulled off
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