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Beijing Municipality
=W

A Glimpse of the Municipality
(EFHH)

Beijing is China’s capital and political center. It -

is also one of China’s leading cultural and economic
centers, as well as a major transportation hub and
magnet for tourism and international exchange.
These characteristics combine to give the city an
international cosmopolitan flavor.

Beijing is located at 39°56' north latitude and
116°20’ east longitude. It is bordered by Taihang
Mountain to the west and Yanshan Mountain in the
north. The Bohai Sea lies to the east, while North
China Plain lies south of the city. Beijing thus serves
as a pivot, connecting the northeast, the northwest
and the central plain in China. Its geographical
shape resembles a bay, which is how it got its
ancient name, “Beijing Bay”. The city consists of
16 districts and 2 counties and was China’s first self-
governing municipality to come directly under central
government authority.

Tourism Resource

People started living in Beijing 70, 000 years
ago. It was then called Jicheng and was located in
the Yan kingdom, which was one of the seven
powerful ducal states during the so-called War States
period, which lasted from 475 to 221 B. C. in Chinese
history. The city was renamed, Youzhou in Tang
Dynasty, Dadu in Yuan Dynasty, and then Dijing in
the Ming and Qing dynasties. Modern Beijing has
experienced nearly ten successive dynasties, giving
the city historical and cultural sites. These include
the world’s largest imperial palace—the Forbidden
City, the largest temple—the Temple of Heaven, the
rarely seen royal garden—the Summer Palace, the
Great Wall of China—one of the eight wonders of the

world, the world’s largest ancient tomb group—the
Thirteen Ming Tombs, and the Zhoukoudian Peking
Man Site, all of which have been listed by UNESCO
as wortld cultural heritage.

Beijing also has some very famous religious
buildings. These include the Tanzhe Monastery,
which is the biggest and the best among the ancient
architectural examples. The Cattle Street Mosque has
the longest history among all of Beijing's many
mosques, while the Yonghe Palace is the city’s
biggest Tibetan Buddhist temple. The Dajue Temple
is Beijing’s biggest Xishan Temple—there are some
300 such temples in the city—and the White Cloud
Taoist Temple, built by imperial order, was once the
most influential Taoist temple in the capital. The
Jietai Monastery was built in Liao Dynasty
architectural style and the Hongluo Temple is known
as the “No. 1 temple in the northern part of
Beijing” . Of course Beijing also boasts the grand and
imposing Tian’anmen Square, the North Sea Royal
Garden, beautiful Fragrant Hill Park, the Purple
Bamboo Park (Zizhuyuan Park), Yuyuantan Park,
and other major scenic spots. These places are not
religious buildings, but are among the city’s best and
most interesting places to visit.

In Beijing you can see and experience not only
the ancient China’s majesty, grandeur, and ups and
downs throughout history, but also the busy
downtown of contemporary Beijing, with all of its -
hustle and bustle and modern-day conveniences.
When you set your foot in Beijing, you can feel the
bustling atmosphere right away. With the 29"
Olympic Games in 2008, Beijing once again
demonstrated her enchanting charisma to the whole

world.



Peking Cuisine and Local Snacks

Beijing dishes are cooked in various ways of
tasty and inviting cooking methods, such as baking,
bursting, buming, stewing, and swilling. Beijing’s
local specialties have a history of more than 600
years and include over 300 dishes, like Han Chinese
and Hui specialty snacks, special food prepared for
the emperor, and the like. All Beijing restaurants
have a team of professional chefs. There are also
French, American, Italian, and Russian restaur-
ants, as well as Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese,
Indonesian, and Thai cuisine. If you want to save
your time and money, you can eat delicious snacks
in the small stores on the street. Such places always
have lots of Beijing’s buns, dumplings, noodles and
home-style dishes for sale. The local dishes and
snacks include roast meat, Wang Zhihe fermented
bean curd, Beijing grilled duck, swilled mutton, all
fish dinner, Crystal Palace pudding, shredded pork
head in soy sauce, Haihong shark’s fins, jellied bean
curd, spicy hare meat, and the like.

Attraction Recommendation

Tian’anmen Square lies in the center of Beijing.
It is rectangular in shape and is 500 meters wide from
east to west and 880 meters long from north to south
and can accommodate up to hundreds of thousands of
people. As the largest square in the world, it attracts
everyone who visits Beijing and thousands of tourists
and residents come here to see raising and lowering
of the national flag ceremony and to take pictures of
it and the square. ‘

The Forbidden City served as the royal palace of
the Ming and Qing dynasties, and 24 emperors once
lived there over a period of 500 years. Constructed
from 1406 to 1420, covering an area of 720,000
square meters, it is the largest and best preserved
ancient palace in the world.

The Great Wall is one of the seven architectural
wonders of the world. Tt streches 6,350 kilometers
from the Yalu River in the east to the Jiayu Pass in
the far west. Some of the Great Wall’s most famous
sec-tions, such as Badaling, Jinshanling, Mutianyn
and Simatai, are located in the Beijing area.

Constructed in 1750, the Summer Palace was
originally the abode and imperial garden of the Qing

] Beijing Municipality——-

emperors, but was destroyed in 1860 by British and
French troops during the Second Opium War. In
1888 Empress Dowager built a new Summer Palace,
using money that had been budgeted for the Chinese
Navy. The new Summer Palace consists of Mt.
Wanshou, Kunming Lake and imperial chambers and
it is one of the most famous four palaces. Its gardens

represent a high point in Chinese gardening art and

_are famous not just in China, but overseas as well.

The Temple of Heaven was where the Qing
emperors offered sacrifices to Heaven and prayed for
good harvests. It was built in 1420, the 18th year of
the Yongle’s Reign of the Ming Dynasty. and it is the
largest ancient temple complex in both China and the

entire world.
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Tian’anmen Square and Rostrum

(RE) B Byikk)

Ladies and gentlemen,

Good morning! Welcome to Beijing. I am very
glad to be your tour guide today. First of all, I'd like
to take this opportunity to introduce myself to you

all. (Introduce yourself to the guests. } Well, if you
have any problems or special interests, please don’t
hesitate to let me know. I will do my best to make
your visit as pleasant as possible. We are now going
to pay a visit to the world famous Tian’anmen Square

and Rostrum. Please follow me!

Monument to the People’s Heroes

Please look ahead! In the center of the
Tian’anmen Square is the Monument to the People’s
Heroes. Ii symbolizes the people’s commemoration of
revolutionary martyrs. It has demonstrated the heroic
struggles of the Chinese people against enemies at
home and abroad and reminds them of the source of
today’s happy life.

The Monument to the People’s Heroes was built
to commemorate heroes who have sacrificed their
lives in the revolutionary struggles since 1840. The
Monument faces the Tian’anmen Gate. The front of
the obelisk bears the inscription “People’s heroes are
immortal ” in the late Chairman Mao Zedong's
handwriting. On the back side, the inscription was
composed by the late Chairman Mao and handwritten
by the late Premier Zhou Enlai. It reads, “ Eternal
glory to the people’s heroes who laid down their lives
in the people’s war of liberation and the people’s
revolution over the past 3 years! Eternal glory to the
people’s heroes who laid down their lives in the
people’s liberation war and people’s revolution over
the past 30 years! Eternal glory to the people’s
heroes who laid down their lives in the struggles
against enemies at home and abroad to strive for the
national independence and people’s liberty and
happiness since 1840. "

On September 30, 1949, the first session of the
General Assembly of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference adopted the resolution to
build & monument to the people’s heroes who
sacrificed their lives for the country on Beijing’s
Tian’anmen Square in the capital. At 6 p.m. of that
same day, all delegates attending the meeting took
part in the foundation ceremony of the Monument.
The late Chairman Mao laid the foundation for the
Monument himself. Construction began in 1952 and

was completed on May 1, 1958.



Recommendations regarding the Monument’s
design were sought from architectural and art circles
all across China. The final design plan was been
reviewed several times before being approved, so it
can be seen as the fruit of collective wisdom. The

Monument covers an area of 3,100 square meters. It

is 37.94 meters high, or 4. 07 meters higher than the

Tian’anmen Gate. The base is composed of double
platforms. The lower part takes the shape of
flowering crabapple and is surrounded by white
marble railings and staircases. The base is 61. 54
meters long from north to south, and 50. 44 meters
wide from east to west. The tablet stone is supported
by a base decorated with 8 huge bas-reliefs engraved
on white marble. The bas-reliefs have demonstrated
the revolutionary history in the past 100 plus years.
Starting from the east in historical sequence are

“ Destruction of Opium in Humen "

, “ Jintian
Uprising ¥, “ May 4" Movement ", “ May 30"
Movement ”, “ Nanchang Uprising”, *“ Wuchang
Uprising”, “ Anti-Japanese Guerrilla War ", and
“Triumphant Crossing of the Yangtze River”. On
both sides of the * Triumphant Crossing of the
Yangize River” are two pieces of decorative bas-
reliefs, “Supporting the Front-line” and “ Welcom-
The bas-relief is
2 meters high, 2 to 6. 4 meters wide and 40.68

meters long. There are more than 170 heroic figures

ing the People’s Liberation Army” .

depitcted in different postures and expressions. The
upper level is surrounded by 8 pieces of flower
patterns decorated with chrysanthemums, lotuses,
and lilies, symbolizing people’s memory and respect
for the revolutionary martyrs’ noble quality. The two
sides of the tablet stone are decorated with designs of
five stars, pine and cypress trees, and flags. The top
of the Monument is designed in traditional style. Its
design, handwriting, bas-reliefs and decorative
patterns all boast distinctive themes, strict and
simple structures, excellent engravings and vivid
figures. It is a master piece which took highly skilled
sculptors and craftsmen 5 year to complete. It has
praised as reflecting the historic achievements made
by the people’s heroes and will forever inspire our

people to march forward.
The body of the Monument is built with 413
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pieces of different-sized granite stones in 32 layers.
The stone in the center is 14.7 meters long, 2.9
meters wide and 1 meter thick. It weighs 60 tons.
This huge piece of granite stone was transported to
Beijing from Qingdao in Shandong Province, where it
was quarried. Another 17,000 pieces of stones in
different sizes were used in the building of the

Monument. The stones are clear and bright in colors

which make the Monument look solemn and elegant.

The stones are mostly from Fangshan in Beijing and
Tai’an in Shandong Province.

The Monument stands in the center of the
Tian’anmen Square. It is not only eulogizes the great
and everlasting achievements of the people’s heroes,
but also is a great and lasting artistic and
architectural treasure.

The Monument is a place where people’s heroes
are memorized and where people are inspired to work
hard. On January 8", 1976, the late Premier Zhou
Enlai passed away. On April 5*, thousands and
thousands of people gathered in front of the
Monument veluntarily to mourn over the death of
Premier Zhou Enlai, which gave rise to the “ April
5™ Movement” denouncing the “Gang of Four”.

Now, everyday thousands and thousands of
people come here to pay respect to the people’s
heroes. People come here for commemorative
activities to show their respect for and memory of the
revolutionary martyrs. A lot of foreign state leaders
have come here to present floral wreaths while they

are visiting China.

A Bird’s-eye View of the Tian’anmen
Square from the Rostrum

[On the Rostrum] Now we are on the
Tian’anmen Rostrum, an ideal place to get a bird’s-
eye view of Tian’anmen Square. Located in the
center of Beijing proper and first built in 1417,
Tian’anmen Square was originally named Cheng-
tianmen ( Gate of Heavenly Succession ), which
means being endowed with power from the heaven
and succumbing to Providence. The Gate was burned
down by Li Zicheng’s peasant uprising at the end of
Ming Dynasty. The Gate was renamed Tian’anmen

( Gate of Heavenly Peace) after being renovated in
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1651. The Rostrum is 33.7 meters high. There are
nine bays from east to west and five bays from nerth
to south, The figures “nine” and “five” were to
reflect the highly-exalted status of the Emperor. In
the Ming and Qing dynasties, the Gate was the place
where the Emperor promulgated imperial edicts. Now
please look down. Below the Rostrum is the Golden
Water River, spanned by five exquisite marble
bridges; hence the name Golden Water Bridges.
Guarded by elegant columns, the Rostrum is an
exquisite piece of architecture. 5

Please look ahead. This is the world-famous
Tian’anmen Square. The Square is 880 meters long
from north to south and 500 meters wide from east to
west, with an area of 400,000 square meters (40
hectares). It is currently the largest square in the

world and can accommodate hundreds of thousands of

people.

Northernmost in the Square and also the place
where we are presently standing is the magnificent
Tian’anmen Rostrum, In the north of the Square flies
the National Flag of the People’s Republic of China.
The Monument to the People’s Heroes stands in the
center of the Square. South of the Monument is the
solemn Chairman Mao Memorial Hall, The sou-
thernmost part of the square has the splendid Arrow
Gate ( Zhengyangmen Gate ). All these grand
buildings are on the central axis. The Great Hall of
the People flanks Tian’anmen Square on the west,
while on the east stands the National Museum of
China. The modern and ancient buildings constitute
a grand panorama, making Tian’anmen a world-
famous landmark.

Tian’anmen Square was a forbidden area in the
Ming and Qing dynasties. There used to be a gate
called the Gate of Great Ming at the present site of
the Chairman Mao Memorial Hall. In the Qing
Dynasty, it was renamed the Gate of Great Qing and
after the 1911 Revolution, the name was changed to
Zhonghua Gate ( the Gate of China). There also used
to be a Left Chang’an Gate on the east and Right
Chang’an Gate on the west sides of the Tian’anmen
Square. All of these gates were linked by high walls,
giving the square a T shape. At that time the Square
was very small, with an area of enly 11 hectares. In

Qing Emperor Qianlong’s time, three gates were
added outside the east and west Chang’an Gate. No
passage or admittance by the ordinary people was
permitted. The Beijing residents at the time had to
make a detour by walking from south of the Qing
Gate or north of the Di'anmen Gate in order to go
from west to east or the other way round. The
Thousand Pace Corridor with 144 bays altegether ran
alongside both sides of Tian’anmen Square. On the
two sides of the Thousand Pace Corridor were the
central government offices at that time, where the
highest rulers of the feudal system exercised their
power. .
Tian’anmen Square witnessed great changes in
the Chinese history testifying to the revolution and
victory of the Chinese people’s struggles against
imperialism, colonialism. On May 4", 1919, the May
4" Movement broke out, which had an epoch-making
significance in the Chinese history and fired the first
shot against imperialism, feudalism in China’s New
Democratic Revolution. The Incident on May 30,
1925 in Shanghai incited the fury of the Chinese
people against imperialism. The patriotic people in
Beijing convened at Tian’anmen Square to express
their sympathy, making it the center stage of anti-
On March 18, 1926,

some people gathered on Tian’anmen Square to

imperialism demonstration.

protest against the invasion of Japanese warship in
China. After demonstrating on the street, this crowd
of people were ruthlessly gunned down by the warlord
government, leading this event to be called the fa-
mous March 18" Incident. On December 9, 1935, a
group of patriotic students convened on Tian’anmen
Square to protest against the Japanese imperialism.
Afier the convention, they demons-trated in the
street, and their movement came to be known as the
famous December 9" Movement. On May 20, 1947,
some student with progressive ideas gathered on
Tian’anmen Square in a demonstration against the
reactionary rulers for making civil strife. After the
gathering, they staged an anti-hunger, anti-civil war
demonstration. On October 1™, 1949, Chairman
Mao Zedong solemnly declared to the world on
Tian’anmen Rostrum, “ The founding of People’s
Republic of China. And the Chinese people have



