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Foreword

Chinese characters are a difficult yet integral part of learning Chinese. The teaching of char-
acters 1s relatively weak in the present system of Chinese language training and is urgently in need
of strengthening, especially in the intermediate and upper levels of study. Presently, the best
method is to offer character classes at different levels, using a systematic and planned approach in
teaching students how to learn Chinese characters. Chinese Characters: A Systematic Approach
( Intermediate-level Chinese Character textbook ) is written specifically for this purpose.

Chinese Characters; A Systematic Approach is mainly directed at foreign students of Chinese
entering mid-level Chinese language classes.

Chinese Characters: A Systematic Approach consists of a set of three books; a textbook, prac-
tice book and teacher’ s character reference.

The textbook comes in two volumes; the first covering basic knowledge of Chinese charac-
ters; the second, the meaning radicals and their corresponding characters, including 804 Level-B
characters.

In order to study Chinese characters, one must understand them. This textbook gives an es-
sential introduction to the formation of characters, their history, structure and unique qualities.
Thus, deepening the student’ s understanding of the world of Chinese characters, helping to bet-
ter understand them, finally mastering the correct method of study.

An important part of improving one’ s Chinese level is learning characters and the interme-
diate level is a key period for increasing character recognition. The HSK ( hanyu shuiping
kaoshi) “Character Class Outline” separates commonly used characters that foreign students of
Chinese should know into four classes: Level-A (800 characters), Level-B (804 ), Level-C
(601) and Level-D (700) . After many years of investigation, it has been found that upon com-
pletion of basic-level language training, students of Chinese ( not including those with previous
knowledge of characters, i. e. Korea, Japan, etc. ), on average recognize 800 characters. This
text plans to help students build on this base with an additional 804 Level-B characters, rapidly
increasing the number of characters able to be recognized. This can be linked with the student’ s
existing knowledge of Chinese characters, filling the student’ s immediate need, as well as being
able to be used with other intermediate level texts.

Chinese characters have three parts: shape (xing ), sound (yin 75) and meaning (yi
), each being a combination of these three components. This text uses these components to
help the student master Chinese characters.

The trick to learning characters well is to master this systematic nature. This text exposes,
step by step, the system of shape, sound and meaning of Chinese characters, beginning with the
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most important structural unit: the radical, helping the student to understand these aspects, espe-
cially that of meaning. The student can use this text to grasp the concept of “meaning” radicals,
“sound” radicals and their respective character groups, thus minimizing the effort required.

Study of Chinese characters must also be combined with words and sentence patterns. This
book will help students, while studying the new 804 Level-B characters, to learn Class-B and
Class-C words composed of Class-B characters, along with their related sentence patterns. There-
fore, this text not only teaches characters, but also has the added advantage of increasing knowl-
edge of vocabulary and sentence structure.

Chinese characters are relatively difficult. Therefore, this text incorporates English transla-
tions of new words, explanation of “meaning” radicals and many effective exercises to help
students more easily study Chinese characters.

The number of characters familiar to an intermediate student is different and this text has
been made to be applicable to all levels of students. Those with low recognition can review Level-
A characters, while those who know many characters can go on to study those from classes C and
D. There is also much more useful information in the “Appendix” and “Knowledge™ sections.

This text 1s equally useful for classroom teaching, teacher preparation or student self-study.

In addition to the textbook, there is an innovative Workbook. In addition to use in prepara-
tion for class, there is a specific exercise for each lesson. In it, each new Level-B character is
repeated 2 —3 times in the exercises. The Workbook uses a “living page” structure with one les-
son on the front and back of each page making it simple to use.

Another addition is the teaching reference book Chinese Character Teachers’ Reference, for
the use of teachers and self-study users. Included is an introductory section and teaching sugges-
tions for Chinese Characters: A Systematic Approach, an explanation of the 804 Level-B charac-
ters, answers to the exercises and relevant teaching reference materials, lending a hand to the in-
structor for smooth and easy use in class.

This text is prepared for 64 hours of study (including review and tests) ; at four hours per
week , one semester 1s needed, at two hours per week, one academic year is needed. Instructors
can thus adjust their teaching method according to their own specific situation.

This text uses the results and experience of teaching Chinese characters and research of char-
acters themselves, striving for a scientific and applicable approach, an innovative form | effective
method and ease of use. However, there is still much to be done. Should users of this text or oth-
er professionals have any suggestions on how to improve the text, we would sincerely welcome
them.

I would like to recognize Wen Sha for her translation of the English explanation of new words
and radicals.

In the course of preparing this material, we would like to express our gratitude for the sup-
port of the International College for Chinese Language Studies and the Curriculum Research Cen-
ter of Peking University.

The compiler
6 January 2005

Peking University, Yan-bei Yuan
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© #&PF giyuan  (45)  originate from (in)

@ JER xingchéng  (3))  form gradually; take the shape of

@ % Huang di (45)  Huangdi, or the Yellow Emperor, a legendary ruler
@ MG tubtdi (3))  emerge from the womb of

& {BuctE jiading xing  (45)  supposed; presumed; presumption

® JEAF vyanbian  (F))  evolve; develop

D &Z& tt (4)  posture; style

® K ji (zh) and; as well as
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Shang dbi  (45)  the Shang Dynasty (c. 16th ~11th eentury B. C. )

Zhou dti (45)  the Zhou Dynasty (c. 11th century ~256 B. C. )

Chin g0 (44)  the Spring and Autumn Period (770 ~476 B. C.)

Zhtn gué (%)  the Warring States (475 ~221 B. C.)

Qinddi  (4%)  the Qin Dynasty (221 ~207B. C.)

Han ddi  (45)  the Han Dynasty (206 B. C. ~220 A, D.)

Weildin  (4) the Kingdom of Wei (220 ~265) and the Jin Dynasty (265 ~420)
shliyd (3f) belong to

bl cf (4%) oracle inscriptions of the Shang Dynasty on tortoise shells or animal hones
guijit  (4) tortoise shell

shou gl (4)  animal bones

B zhong ding wén  (44)  inscriptions on ancient bronze objects

%

ké zht  (3h) inscribe and cast

HFHE: gngtongg (4)  bronze ware



