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Passage - /A\

L pessd

William H. Gates

William (Bill) H. Gates is chairman and software architect of /¢ ro<oft Corporation,
the ¢ading provider, worldwide, of <ot for the personal computer. Microsoft
had rcvenues of $39.8 billion for the fisca! year ending June 2005, and employs more

than 61 000 people in 102 countries and regions.

Born on October 28, 1955, Gates and his two sisters grew up in Seattle. Their
father is a Seattle solicitor and their late mother was a schoolteacher. Gates attended
public elementary school and the private Lakeside School. There, he began his career
in personal computer software, programming computers at age 13. In 1973, Cates
entered Harvard University as a freshman, where he lived down the hall from Steve
Ballmer, now Microsoft’s president. While at Harvard, Gates developed the
programming language BASIC for the first microcomputer — the MITS Altair. In his
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junior year, Gates dropped out of Harvard to his energies to Microsoft, a
company he had begun in 1975 with Paul Allen. Guided by a belief that the personal
computer would be a valuable tool on every office desktop and in every home, they
began developing software for personal computers.

Gates’ foresight and vision personal computing have been central to
the success of Microsoft and the software industry. Gates is actively involved in key
management and strategic decisions at Microsoft, and plays an important role in the
technical development of new products. A significant portion of his time is devoted to
meeting with customers and staying in contact with Microsoft employees around the
world through e-mail. Under Gates’ leadership, Microsoft’s | is to continually
advance and improve software technology and to make it easier, more cost-effective
and more enjoyable for people to use computers. The company is ¢ tted to a
long-term view, reflected in its investment of more than $3 billion on research and
development in the current fiscal year.

Gates is an avid reader and enjoys playing golf and bridge. He was married on
January 1, 1994, to Melinda French Gates. They have endowed a foundation in the
area of global health and learning, with the hope that as we move into the 21st century,
advances in these critical areas will be available for all people. In 1999, Gates wrote
Business @ the Speed of Thought, a book that shows how digital processes can solve
business problems in fundamentally new ways. by Collins Hemingway,
the book was published in 25 languages and is available in more than 60 countries. It
was listed on the best-seller lists of the New York Times, USA Today, the Wall Street
Journal and Amazon.com. Gates’ previous book, The Road Ahead, published in 1995,
held the No. 1 spot on the New York Times’ best-seller list for seven weeks. Gates has

the of both books to non-profit organizations that support the use

of technology in education and skills development.

. Read the passage carefully and choose the best answer to each of the following.

1. Gates designed his first programme for computers when he was

a. in Harvard University

b. in public elementary School
c. in Lakeside School
d. in high school
2. Which of the following statements is not true according to this passage?

a. Gates developed software at an early age.

b. Microsoft sells its technologies throughout the world.




Famous People

c. Microsoft has always been a company providing software for personal computers.

d. Gates gives financial support to some important areas.
3. What leads Microsoft to such a big success?

a. The hardworking employees.

b. The good management.

c. The market target of PC users.

d. The increasing price of PCs.
4. What goes beyond Gates’ scope of activities according to the passage?

a. Talking to customers.

b. Developing new products.

c. Interviewing job hunters.

d. Making important decisions.
5. What is true about Gates’ two books?
a. Both are so difficult to understand that they are not popular.
b. Money from the sales of both books has been given away.
c. Gates has translated both books into 25 languages.
d. Both books support the use of technology in education.

6. What does the passage suggest?

a. Microsoft is a multinational corporation.

b. Gates’ family was poor.

c. Employees in Microsoft can make decisions for the company.

d. Gates’ success is due to his good education.

1955:

1 Read the passage again and write down what Gates did in the following years.

1968:

1973:

1975:

1994:

1995:

1999:

nmary

Topics

Family and
Marriage
Education

Wi

Patterns 7 . 7
Born on October 28, 1955, Gates and his two sisters grew up in Seattle.
He was married on January 1, 1994, to Melinda French Gates.

Gates atterided'p'ub-l"i‘c elementary school and the private Lakeside School.

Gates entered Harvard University as a freshman.
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. In his junior year, Gates dropped out of Harvard to devote his energies to

Microsoft.

6. He began his career in pérsonal computer software.
7. Gates is actively involved in key management and strategic decisions at Microsoft,

and plays an important role in the technical development of new products.

. A significant portion of his time is devoted to meeting with customers and

staying in contact with Microsoft employees around the world through e-mail.

. Gates is chairman and software architect of Microsoft Corporation.
10. "

Gates is an avid reader and enjoys playing golf and bridge.

Hid / #hiA &7
technique technical
centre . central
critic critical
fundament fundamental
person . personal
digit digital
globe global
value . valuable
enjoy enjoyable

i étfategy | strategic

% Fill in the blanks by using the above words.

1.

10.
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The cause of his success is his ability to work for long hours without feeling tired.
The board is making the decision.

The letter should be marked “ ”, otherwise, my secretary may read it.

Your advice will be very to me.

He arrived at the moment.

Everybody should have good training before he starts to work in this factory.
We had a very holiday on the beach and everybody was looking forward to the

next one on the island.

You must first determine the idea of the article you are going to write and then

seek for materials about it.

I was told that
As far as the

cameras could make much clearer pictures.
market is concerned, we are improving our sales.



e  Unit One

Vocabulary and structure study

n Translate the following phrases and expressions into English or Chinese.

1. REBHHET
LB
T B B
* MRS
ek IR

software industry

strategic decisions

public elementary school

© @ N OO R WD

personal computer

[
o

a long-term view

B Translate the following sentences into English by using the words or expressions given in brackets.
1. EAHTTHEHEZE, tHNEEMNERWETHEHITI. (strategic)
2. HIA BRI ARRIZBEX B8 L& %8 T . (devote to, issue)
3. ERER . RBARRE S EMNER. (commit oneself to)
4, EFRMBRSIUESNIRENS—HNAELHE QBB AABENARLEL N ABRS
25 F . (master, convenient)
EWRIN, T30S WA, LR FiIRER. (acknowledge, day off)
6. EHFAMSHEZRASIFEIEA IV E2E S VA —K%EZ . (under one’s leadership, legend,

achievement)

1

\

4444 Passage ;’,I%{f

Mrs. Robertson-Glasgow

We had been in England about six months when old farmer Crawford gave me

[
v 4

permission to roam about his immense property. One spring afternoon | wandered
near where | thought Id glimpsed a pond the week before. | proceeded quietly, careful
not to alarm a jay or magpie that might loudly warn other creatures to hide. ?L%E_, /88

Perhaps this is why the frail old lady | nearly ran into was as startled as | was. She ;zﬁga'g

caught her breath, instinctively touching her throat with her hand. Then, recovering A gt

tigess s s

quickly, she gave a welcoming smile that instantly put me at ease. A pair of powerful- |

looking binoculars dangled from her neck. “Hello, young man,” she said, “Are you E]ﬁ%ﬁ

American or Canadian?” Sleofetmee
American, | explained in a rush, and | lived over the hill, and | was just seeing if
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there was a pond, and farmer Crawford had said it was okay, and anyhow, | was on my
way home, so good-bye.

As | started to turn, the woman smiled and asked, “Did you see the little owl in
the spinney over there today?” she pointed toward the edge of the wood.

She knew about the owls? | was amazed. According to some unkind schoolmates,
only “twitchers” (British slang for bird-watchers) like me knew anything about birds.

“No,” I replied, “but I've seen them before. Never close though. They always see
me first.”

The woman laughed. “Yes, they're wary,” she said. “But then, gamekeepers
have been shooting them ever since they got here. They're introduced, you know,
not native.”

“They’re not?” I‘-asked, fascinated,

“Oh, no!” she answered, laughing again. “At home | have books on birds that
explain all about them. In fact,” she said suddenly, “I was about to go back for tea and
jam tart. Would you care to join me?”

I had been warned against going off with strangers, but somehow | sensed the old
woman was harmless. “Sure,” | said.

“I'm Mrs. Robertson-Clasgow,” she introduced herself, extending a fine,
transparent hand.

“Michael,” | said, take it clumsily in my own.

We set off, the old woman striding along at a surprisingly brisk clip. Soon | saw a
small brick cottage that glowed pinky in the western sun. Mrs. Robertson-Glasgow
opened the door and invited me in. | gazed about in silent admiration at all the
collection of the insects and stuffed birds — including a slightly moth-eaten, glass-
eyed eagle owl, tilting on its wire perch.

“Wow!” was all | could say.

The sun had set. Time went by much too swiftly. Mrs. Robertson-Glasgow had
to practically push me out the door in case my parents were worried. But she sent
me home with two large books on birds and insects. | promised to return them the
next weekendif she didn’t mind my coming by. She smiled and said she’d look
forward to that.

I had made the best friend in the world.

Check your understanding

ﬂ Choose the best answers to the following questions.
1. The word “roam” at the beginning of the text most probably means

c. watch

b. walk
d. work




. It can be seen from the passage that the boy .

a. loved birds very much b. was an able bird hunter

c. loved farm work very much d. was going swimming in pond
. When the old lady came across the boy, she was .

a. hunting birds b. going hiking

c. observing birds d. looking for the boy

4. Mrs. Robertson-Glasgow laughed when the boy said, “They always see me first”, because

a. the boy told a lie to her b. the words were not logical
c. the accent of the boy was funny d. she loved the boy’s innocence
The collection of the insects and stuffed birds in Mrs. Robertson-Glasgow’s house ______
a. made the boy bored and silent b. surprised the boy very much
c. appeared to be very expensive d. showed she was a teacher
6. According to the passage, the countryside of England is
a. full of wild creatures b. boring and hard to live in
c. too isolated to be attractive d. very beautiful and quiet
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i Applied Writing

Opening Address (FF&id)

Sample 1

o e

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The meeting of the board of directors is now called to order.

The Agenda for this morning’s meeting is before the board. If I hear no objections, | shall
consider the Agenda adopted.

There being no objection, | declare the Agenda adopted.

The meeting will now initiate its consideration of Item 1 of the Agenda (the annual report
on finance). The first speaker inscribed on the list to take the floor is Mr. Fox, the chief executive

of the Department of Finance. | give the floor to Mr. Fox.
\ S— —

Sample 2

Ladies and Gentlemen, :
I would like to call the symposium to order. i




B it e

| welcome you all to attend this annual meeting for TESL.

There are 60 participants from 28 universities or institutions. In terms of the agenda, this
afternoon, Dr. David Clark from University of East Anglia will make a few remarks on the role of
literature in language classroom. After Dr. Clark’s remarks, the meeting will be opened for

comments and discussion from rest of you.

| understand that all of you are senior lecturers or experienced teachers on TESL and eager
to contribute your ideas or opinions to the discussion in the meeting, so | have good reason to

expect the success of this symposium.

Sum

s

mary of useful patterns

1. The meeting of (the board of directors) is now called to order.
2. The first speaker inscribed on the list to take the floor is Mr. ...
3. 1give the floor to Mr. ...

4. 1would like to call the symposium to order.

5. Welcome you all to attend this annual meeting for ...

6. I have good reason to expect the success of this symposium.

N _,.._._/'!

20 Decide whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F).

oot

1. The agenda had not been approved to be adopted when the meeting started.

9. The members of the board were required to discuss the agenda at the beginning of the

meeting.
Everybody kept quiet to show that they were in favour of the Agenda.

3.
4. Every participant could make comments on Dr. Clark’s remarks.
b:

The chairperson understood all questions raised by senior lectures in the symposium.

ﬂ Complete the following opening address according to the Chinese given.

Ladies and Gentlemen:
The Conference on Quality and Productivity Improvement of Portable Computers 1)

(BREFAE).

2) (A 88 X ELERMHNESE) According to the
Agenda, three speakers 3) (#% =) in the opening section. For each
speaker, he has only 15 minutes to 4) (E&E3t).

5) (#E#Ei)‘{ﬁ%—/}téﬁgﬂ’\]] is Mr. Wang, the sales

manager of Phoenix IT Co. Ltd. I give floor to Mr. Wang.




