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US Crew Leaves, Now Bound For Home
HAIKOU: The 24 crew members of a US military
reconnaissance plane that rammed and destroyed a Chinese military
aircraft and then landed illegally on Hainan Island, left Haikou
yesterday on commercial charter plane rented by the US

Government.

The responsibility {or this incident lies entirely with the US
side-+-

The Chinese Government has also demanded the US side take
full responsibility for the incident, apologize to the Chinese people
and take concrete and effective measures to prevent the recurrence
of such incident.

On April 11, US Ambassador to China Joseph Prueher
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presented to Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan a letter on behalf of the
US Government in which the US Government said it was“ very
sorry” to the Chinese people and the family of pilot Wang Wei for
the loss of the Chinese jet and the pilot and for landing on Hainan
Island without verbal clearance.

The US Government expressed in the letter its appreciation to
China for taking good care for its crew.

The Chinese have decided out of humanitarian considerations,
to allow the crew to leave China.

In another development, Liu Feng, an expert with the Beijing-
based institute of Chinese air force, said there is little chance that

Wang is still alive now that 12 days have passed since the collision.

O H Fr e IR IR IR B IRE

Plane Crew Heads for Home as U. S. Denies Apologizing

WASHINGTON—With the crew of a U. S. Navy surveillance
aircraft en route home from 11 days of stressful uncertainty on a
Chinese island, the United States insisted Thursday that it had not
apologized and would not end its surveillance flights near China but
that it looked forward to a “productive” and “constructive”
relationship with Beijing.

The 24 crew members of the spy plane were flown first to
Guam 1n a chartered Continental Airlines plane from Hainan Island,
where they had been held since their damaged plane was forced to

land April 1 after a collision with a Chinese fighter jet.

The crew members, all reported to be healthy, were to spent

two days at an airbase in Hawaii {or debriefing on their mission and
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medical and psychological evaluations. They will then return to

their home.

In it (the letter from the U.S. ambassador to Chinese Foreign
Minister) according to the official U. S. translation, the U. S. said
that it was “very sorry” for the loss of the Chinese plane and its

pilot, Wang Wei, and also “very sorry” that the entry intn China’o

airspace and the lauding did not have “verbal clearance” from air
controllers on Hainan Island.

A Chinese version, however, used a character {for “very sorry”
that connotes an apology and acceptance of responsibility. Headlines
in official Chinese newspapers sounded triumphant tone. “America

Finally Apologizes.” said The Beijing Morning Post.

But the administration is only weeks away from having to
decide whether to make substantial sales of high-tech weaponry to
Taiwan, an important U. S. friend in Asia—— something fiercely
opposed by the mainland. And it is two months away from a new

vote on extending the terms of the U. S.-China trade relation.

Ms. Rice (who explains the official U. S. stance) said.
“there is no ‘very sorry’ link to our reconnaissance flights. ” © the

United States did nothing wrong. ”
The United States wants the plane returned soon, while

acknowledging that the high-tech equipment aboard is likely to have
been thoroughly inspected by Chinese before that happens.
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