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The longest bull run in a century of art-market history ended on a dramatic note with a
sale of 56 works by Damien Hirst, Beautiful Inside My Head Forever, at Sotheby’s in London on
September 15th 2008. All but two pieces sold, fetching more than £ 70m, a record for a sale
by a single artist. It was a last victory. As the auctioneer called out bids, in New York one of
the oldest banks on Wall Street, Lehman Brothers, filed for bankruptcy.

The world art market had already been losing momentum for a while after rising bewil-
deringly since 2003. At its peak in 2007 it was worth some $ 65 billion, reckons Clare
McAndrew, founder of Arts Economics, a research firm—double the figure five years earlier.
Since then it may have come down to $ 50 billion. But the market generates interest far be-
yond its size because it brings together great wealth, enormous egos, greed, passion and con-
troversy in a way matched by few other industries.

In the weeks and months that followed Mr. Hirst’s sale, spending of any sort became
deeply unfashionable. In the art world that meant collectors stayed away from galleries and
salerooms. Sales of contemporary art fell by two-thirds, and in the most overheated sector,
they were down by nearly 90% in the year to November 2008. Within weeks the world’s two
biggest auction houses, Sotheby’s and Christie’s, had to pay out nearly $ 200m in guarantees
to clients who had placed works for sale with them.

The current downturn in the art market is the worst since the Japanese stopped buying
Impressionists at the end of 1989. This time experts reckon that prices are about 40% down on
their peak on average, though some have been far more fluctuant. But Edward Dolman,
Christie’s chief executive, says: “I’ m pretty confident we’re at the bottom. ”

What makes this slump different from the last, he says, is that there are still buyers in
the market. Almost everyone who was interviewed for this special report said that the biggest
problem at the moment is not a lack of demand but a lack of good work to sell. The three
Ds—death, debt and divorce—still deliver works of art to the market. But anyone who does

not have to sell is keeping away, waiting for confidence to return.
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Passage Two

I was addressing a small gathering in a suburban Virginia living room—a women’s group
that had invited men to join them. Throughout the evening, one man had been particularly
talkative, frequently offering ideas and anecdotes, while his wife sat silently beside him on the
couch. Toward the end of the evening, I commented that women frequently complain that
their husband don’t talk to them. This man quickly nodded in agreement. He gestured toward
his wife and said; “She’s the talker in our family. ” The room burst into laughter, the man
looked puzzled and hurt. “It’s true,” he explained. “When I come home from work I have
nothing to say. If she didn’t keep the conversation going, we’d spend the whole evening in si-
lence. ”

This episode crystallizes the irony that although American men tend to talk more than
women in public situations, they often talk less at home. And this pattern is wreaking havoc
with marriage.

The pattern was observed by political scientist Andrew Hacker in the late 1970s. Sociolo-
gist Catherine Kohler Riessman reports in her new book Divorce Talk that most of the women
she interviewed-but only a few of the men-gave lack of communication as the reason for their
divorces. Given the current divorce rate of nearly S0 percent, that amounts to millions of cases
in the United States every year-a virtual epidemic of failed conversation.

In my own research, complaints from women about their husbands most often focused not
on tangible inequities such as having given up the chance for a career to accompany a husband
to his, or doing far more than their share of daily life-support work like cleaning, cooking and
social arrangements. Instead, they focused on communication; “he doesn’t listen to me.”
“He doesn’t talk to me. ” 1 found, as Hacker observed years before, that most wives want their
husbands to be, first and foremost, conversational partners, but few husbands share this ex-
pectation of their wives.

In short, the image that best represents the current crises is the stereotypical cartoon
scene of a man sitting at the breakfast table with a newspaper held up in front of his face, while
a woman glares at the back of it, wanting to talk.



Passage Two

$oe xAd@T

1. address v E(id, &Ei n. Hodk

2. invite ». BIF, BFF; BE

3. anecdote n. %I, #E, WE

4. silently ad. FEEHD, JLEMHD

5. couch n. KW%, HER, EMB

6. complain ». %%, HifF, KERK

7. alkk v & n. WE, WiIE, K

8. nod v &n =k, ¥THE

9. gesture o. 1EFH, BAHETE

10. burst v. RARLKE; BIE, BR n B, FB
11. puzzle ». X n. 3, B, KK
12. hurt o RGH, XFGEN v &n HE
13. episode n. #HEh, —EIET

14. crystallize o BE#A, {F4&,; FEEK
15. irony n. WH, EHNFBERNE

16. wreak o FER (&FHE, HE, KREF)
17. havoc n. KEBIR, &%), &M

18. reason n. [REA, B, HE

19. divorce n.&v. B, BB

20. virtual o. LR LAY, FXER, B
21. epidemic n. {7, BfT, ROTH

22. focus v. BE, &£ n £, £
23. tangible o TRAK, BEH, AHEH
24. share n. P, o8, HE

25. instead ad. if, A

26. foremost a. M, HREEM

27. partner n. K, Bk, BHE

28. stereotypical a. [EHLEY, E—EM

29. scene n. PHE, HE, WA=

30. glare v XMW, BW

1. invite invit(e) +ation—invitation n. ##F, BHK
invit(e) +ee—invitee n. HEIFH, FA

invit(e) +er—inviter n. E#HE

o B
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ot(e) +al—anecdotal a. #HFEHy, LFhy, B
talkative a. 485, $°He, BREW
. puzzle puzzl(e) +ed—puzzled o HH#, TR
puzzl(e) +er—puzzler n. EH, SABRRXGA (F)
5. hurt hurt +less—hurtless a. R&ZH8; £EWH
hurt + ful—>hurtful o. HEF#; REAGHGEH
un + hurt—unhurt a. XH 48
6. reason reason + able—reasonable a. 43 &), N, BHXEY
un + reasonable—unreasonable a. R&FH, RHEH
7. divorce divorc(e) +ee—divorcee n. F TIFHIA, HiEH
divorc(e) +er—divorcer n. 32t EIEEGA
8. virtual virtual + ly—virtually ad. F5£ E; LUF; £THE
virtual + ization—svirtualization n. g 346
9. focus focus + er—focuser n. BHEE; B¥EHK K4
10. tangible in +tangible—intangible a. AW #), ARERI| &
tangib(le) +ility—tangibility n. “fk4e; HLH; HAH
11. partner partner + ship—partnership n. 44kX %; SkAZH

= ZEEY

REEFEREHEN —NETERTH—KIIRLFRE, —MELHGKR
KRBET —BEFETWMARKRRR, ANMFA-ERHRAMTE, HEBBEE, H—
LIERE, MANETULZBRLEMLARFANDR L, BRJTEHARFH, &
REAMEEHMBUNH XX A TBNRE, INMNFAGTLERRALETRE. A F
HRENET, H: “ERNEXERZRFTA EMNFHHABLEEAL, BAMFA
EFRARERE, NPLXETHE, “XREL,” i, “RTHERE, HBLET
o WRAFEMBEXFE#TTENE, RNEMREHATR T KL

R—HHARTE - RA PR R RN E: REXEFAELARF LU L LARS
%, ERERXREMNARARSD, BMMKAELEHEER T ™ EHHA,

20 HAT0 FRAMBKGFHLZEE - b AKX KR, HR2FRIEHK - &
- RAMNTE (BER) ERE, ERARTHLHTE, KABLIAERD
RAEHNEENEE, TAA - EFARZIHEAIN, ETXEENHWESERENR
50%, GFABUNEAIHHAELR LR TRZ AT XHHN,

ERECHWARE, KAMABMNECHXANRECEETREFEMLEH N
FPEEL, #: AFECHELRBBETHXR; RBE—BRHER, KK, £X
EHZANEHAELTTRGENWER (BNBEXLEFRNT L BNHIXXESRS),
MR, BNWHLEEFERREL, “BFRTRAE". “AMRWAE". ELBILZH
FAREAGAE, RAIA, ASBEHEFNFEZRNALRELERIIKAKE, T
RROAX KR GHNAETFHEX—HE,
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