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. LESSON I

' _REMINISCENCES OF AN INTERVIEW WITH _
. CHAIRMAN MAO TSE-TUNG ON THE
PAPER TIGER
by Anna Louise Strong

ri

We sa.t on the flat clay terrace under an apple
tree ‘with a view of dlstant hills through the a.fternoon
hours until sunset.

'Chairman Mao wore the usual suit of dark blue
cotton, but it was neater and better -cared for than
with others. There was no haste or restlessness in his
manner but a poised friendliness. His comments were
full of 1magery and hlS face lit often into vivid hu-

mour when he smiled, but he had eyes that nothing

escaped.

The conversation went easily. The interpreter did
a good job and Chairman Mao’s own 'manner was S0
expressive that I was not conscious of any barrier of

~speech. 'His ‘mind’ swept easily over the world, in-

€luding many lands .and epochs. He first questioned
me about America. On many 'American events he
was better informed than I. This was surprising; for
I haq left America only a few weeks earlier while for

_ twenty years Mao had not even had a postal connec-
~ tion with'the outside world.

Mao’s dlrect speech w1de range of know

,/’ 5
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tion. the most stimulating I have ever known. In
speaking of American weapons captured from Chiang’s

25 troops he called them “a blood transfusion, from
America to Chiang, from Chla.ng to us” .... In speak-
ing of American imperialism he used many meta-
phors .... At one time he said: “It is the strongest in
history and also the weakest in history. The sky-

.30 scraper is highest but the foundation is shakiest.” At
another moment he said, “American 1mper1allsm grows
lonely, S0 many of its friends are dead or ill. Even
penicillin will not cure them. It is only now that S0
many reactionaries are growing sick. thh mortal ill-

'35 ness.” :

: The metaphor of the “paper tiger” Sl il duf-
ing this talk and I was especially 1mpressed not only
by the metaphor but by the way in which Chairman
"Mao, without knowing English, was able to correct

40 ‘the inexact translation of his words. When he ﬁrst
said that reactionary rulers are paper tigers, the ex-
pression was translated “scarecrow”. Chairman Mao
immediately stopped the talk and asked me to tell
him just what a “scarecrow” was, ‘When 1 replied that

45 it is a figure like a man which peasants put up in a
field to scare away crows, he at once -expressed dis-
satisfaction, and said that this was not his meaning. A

N paper tiger, he said, is ‘not something' dead to scare
\,,\_\ crows with. It scares children. It looks like a terrible

iger but. actually, being made of pressed 1pape_r, it
softens when damp and is washed away in a heavy
raifi. /oW ' :

6



After this Chairman Mao said “paper tiger” in
English, laughing at the sound of English words in a
sentence, the rest of which was Chinese. Before the 56
February Revoluticn in Russia, he said, the tsar look-
ed very strong and terrible. But a February rain
washed him away. Hitler also was washed away by
the storms of history. So were the Japanese imperial-

. ists. They were paper tigers all. The same thing 60
would happen.to all imperialists and reactionaries.
~Their strength layionly in the lack of consciousness
on the part of the people. The consciousness of the
people is the basic question. Not explosives or' atom
bombs but the man who handles them. He is still to 65
. be educated ... After.a moment, he added: Commu-
nist Parties have ‘real power, because they awaken
. the_people’s .consciousness.
It was nearly midnight when the Chairman and
his ‘'wife :accompanied me down ‘the hillside with a 70
kerosene lantern to light the path to the waiting
“truck. Good-byes were said. They stood on the hill
‘watching as my truck jolted downwards and splashed
into the Yen River. Bright, very bright were the
stars over the w11d dark Yenan hllls %

NOTES AND 'CQMMENTARY

3

'\, The author — Anna Louise ' Strong is an - American “Writer
and journalist. She first visited our country in 1046 'and

"I had an interview with Chairman Mao in Yenan in Au
of that year. It was in this interview that Chai
made the’ famous remark  about imperialist
ctionaries being all paper tigers. To mark, ).‘lgz occasion of

y
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11.

the publication of the fourth volume ‘of Chairman Mao’s
Selected Works she wrote her Remmasamcas, of which::the
above text'is an extract.

. than with others (1l 5,6) — than was the: case with others
Ko A By AR (SE B 1) . ,

. that nothing escaped (l1. 9,10) — Escaped here is transitively
used, having for its object the relatlve pronoun ‘that’ (refer-
ring to ‘eyes’).

. I'was not consclous of any barrier of speech (II. 13 14)

I could understand him even without knowing Chinese.

. His mind swept ‘easily over the worid (. 14) —He hadi a
firm grasp of world events, both past and ‘present. ..

. lands ‘(l. 18) — Land. can be .used as a countable: noun  to
mean iif, E%HE, or an: uncountable noun  to mean i,
£ 3.

. had not even had a postal eonneetlon with (l] 19 20)— had
not written letters to or received them from

. direct speech (1. 21) — way of speaklng Whlch is to ‘the -
point E#T MMIRIEHX

. When he first said that reactionary ruters are paper tigers
(11. 40, 41) — In indirect speech the  present; tense can. be
used in the subordinate clause if it gives a definition. or
states a general truth.

pressed paper (1. 50) — paper stuck togethqr and pressed
until it becomes thick and hard G
it softens when damp (1l. 50,51)—it softens when (it is) damp
In adverbial clauses beginning with ‘when’, ‘if’, etc., the
subject, if it is the same as the sub]ect in the main clause,
may be omitted along with the verb ‘to be’ in the- predi-
cate.

\‘\z\fl‘:\ey were paper tigers all (1. 60) The' usua’l word order
They were all paper tigers. For emphasis,; a word or

:group”ef words can often:.be put in a position which is not
its usual one.

8
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Not explosives or atom hombs but the 'man  who. handles
them. (1. 64, 68) — This sentence is elliptical.. See if you
can supply the missing parts.

LEXICAL AND GRAMMAR NOTES

% sky-seraper (11. 29, 30), searecrow (1. 42)

English has a great many words which are made up of
two. or more elements, each of which may also be used as
a separate word. This means of word-building is_called

_ composition or compounding. Words formed in this way are

»

-it -was neater and better cared for than with others (1l. 5,

called compound words,

.Other compound words in the text are: afternoon (1. 2),
geod-bye (1. 72), hillside (1. 70).
inexaect (1. 40), illness (11. 34, 35)

Another means of word-building is derivation, in which
only one of the elements can be used as a separate word.
The other element, if it is at the head, is called a prefix; .
if at the end, a suffix. Other examples are: dlssatlsfactxon
(11. 46, 47), restlessness (1. 6)

. It ls a figure Iﬂu a man (1. 45) — ssmile

reaetlomry rulers are paper tigers (l.41) — metaphor ‘
.. A simile (FAWy) is a comparison between two things which
are unlike in many respects, but have one point of resem-

blance. - The comparison is usually expressed by like or as.

Metaphor, (BEny) -differs from simile in that the com-
parison is only implied, instead of being formally stated.
The slave-owner’s heart was like stone. (simile)

‘The slave-owner had a heart of stone. (metaphor)

' The past participle cared for is here used as pr ive
to the subject after the predicate verb was, denqtiilg 4 state
instead of an action.
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4. 1) I was especially impressed ... by the way in whick Chairman
Mao ... was able to eorreet the inexaet translation 01 his
words. (1. 37—40)

2) laughing at the sound of English. words ln a sentence,
the rest of which was Chinese (Il. 54,55)
A relative pronoun introducing an attributive clause
may be the object of a preposition in that clause. ‘Which’
"in both 1) and 2) is the object of a preposition. In '13 ‘in
which’ is an adverbial modifying ‘was able to correct’,
and ‘which’ has for’ its antecedent the noun ‘way’. (This
-attributive clause means ‘Chairman’ Mao ... was able to
correct the inexact translation of his words in that way’.)
In 2) ‘of which’ is an attribute to ‘the rest’, and ‘which’
has for its antecedent ‘sentence’. ' (This attributive
clause means ‘the rest of the semtence was Chinese’.)

EXERCISES

1. Answer the followmg questions:
1) What was the author’s’ first unpressmn of Chaxrman Mao?
2) How did the author find out that Chairman Mao . was
better informed about what wa.s happemng m {he Unlt-
ed States than she was?
8) Why did the author say that Chairman Mao’s conversa-
tion was the most stlmulatmg she had ever known? '

4) Why did Chairman Mao say that 'U.S. 1mper1ahsm
should be compared toa paper tlger and not {o a scare-
crow? !

5) What examples did Chairman Mao cite to' show that all
" imperialists and reactionaries are paper tigers? )
\ 6) What do you think Chairman Mao' meant” Wwher “he 'said
at the strength of ‘the ‘imperialists and.reactionaries
‘layin. the lack of ‘consciousness on the part of the peo-
ple? \‘\

10 p
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2. Rewrite or paraphrase.the following in your own words:

1) We sat on the flat clay terrace under an apple tree with
a view of distant hills through the afternoon hours until
sunset. (1. 1-—+3)

2) There was no. haste or restlessness in his manner but a

.. poised friendliness. (ll. 6,7) .

8) The interpreter did a good job and Chairman Mao’s own

manner was. so expressive that I was not conscious of
_ .. \any barrier of speech. (ll. 11—14)

4) Mao’s direct speech, wide range of knowledge, sharp

analysis and poetic imagery made his conversation the
. m‘o‘st.‘stimulating I have ever known. (ll. 21—23)

5) After this Chairman Mao said “paper tiger” in English,

laughing at the sound of English words in a sentence,
. the rest of which was Chinese. (Il. 53—55)

6) The consciousness of the people is the basic thing. Not
explosives or atom bombs but the man who handles
them. He is still to be educated. (1. 63—65)

3. State how the following words are formed:
7.0 midnight; soften, sunset, outside, interpreter, consc1ous-
ness, downward, interview

4. Translate the followmg sentences into English, using the words
"and expressions givin below: -
‘to light; to escape; to be conscious of; well-mformed' to -
Tie in: barrier; to handle; to impress
Lo Ay ﬁfm"ﬁﬁlmm}L%%ﬁ%*fﬁﬁﬂ’J%wﬁ?ﬁ. H&J:EIJHE'B%B’J
2 e
2) ﬁﬁ&iifﬁ&ﬁﬂiﬁﬂJEﬁiﬂTﬁ'ﬁmktﬁﬂﬁfﬁ
3) H—ETEM LM Rid fl, KRR L.
4) KRB SETES 818, FIERABCSHARES.
5) ﬂl’.&‘EE‘,i’)ﬁﬂiE’JHﬁ[ﬂﬁﬁ]ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%‘ﬁﬂkﬁmﬁﬁﬂtﬂ
Fofhu (X 8 s R A9 IR 0 !
6) FEEMRBIKRA IR EEARA BRI EEREL,
T) TERBER, TRRBER—EELBHRIF. -




8) MAtayiERR BB FTE HAL I E B A A RS .
9) KT R4k, TRREYRSE Mﬂif&ﬁﬁﬂi%%ﬁ
10) £ 2.4 75 th AT AR A 852 g HR R - 10 W -
5. Write sentences using ‘through’ in combination with words ae-
noting time, according to the Jollowing models: ;
1) We sat on the ﬂat clay - terrace’ through the aftemoon
houys.
2y The dying ‘man won’t last through the night.
6. Explain the use of the ttalw;zed words in the follamng sen-
tences:
1) (1) He had eyes that nothing escaped (1. 9, 10)
(2) Chairman Mao S own manner was so ew:presswe that 1
was ' not conscious of any barrier of speech (1.
12—14)
(8) It is only now that so many reactibi_laris are growing
: sick with mortal illness. (II. 33—85)
'2) (1) It is only now that so many reactionaries are growing
sick with mortal illness. (ll. 33—85)
(2) It was nearly midnight when ‘the Chairman and his
wife accompanied me down the hillside ... (1l. 69, 70)
8) (1) The tsar looked very stromg and terrible. But a Febru-
ary, rain washed him away. (Il. 56~58) . »
(2) Mao’s direct speech ... made his c.onversatlon the most
, stimulating 1 have ever known. (IL. 2 23)
4) (1) The expression was tramslated ‘scarecrow’. (1. 41, 42)
(2) He called them ‘a blood transfusion’. (1. 25)
7. Complete each of the following sentences with an object clause,
paying special atiention to the word order:
1) He-did not tell me where ...
2) Did you ask him which ...
3) We shall soon find out who ...
e pointed out to me why ...
5) I'don’t quite remember how ...
6) I wond&\'{vhether

12 \
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" 7) I'don’t care what ...

', 8) Please say what .
""'9) Can you, suggest who
10) Does anyone know whose

8. Recast each of the followmg pazrs of sentences in such a way
that they become a single sentence with an atmbutwe clause:

1) When she was in Yenan, she had an mterwew with
Chairman Mao. During the mterv1ew the metaphor of'
the “paper tiger” was first used.

"2) He kept for himself only a small portlon of the grain.

“ 'The rest of the grain was dlstnbuted among the sick and
“wounded conirades.

3) He wrote a large number of books. Many of them have’
been translated into Chinese. ;

4) We were all deeply moved by’ the story A Bag of Grain.
In that ‘story the character of a' true revolutlonary is
very successfully drawn. ¥ ¥

B) A scarecrow is a figure like a man. Peaéants scare a.way
crows with: it. :

6) I advise you to read memoirs by veterans oi the Red
Army. You are'sure:to learn a great: deal from them.

9. Translate the following sentences into English, usmg past pam-
ciples as predicatives aftey the pattern: ‘
It was ... better cared for than ewies (1. B)
1) FRAVIEHLRAYRAFLT. ' Gbie”
2) FEETRRANRAYE L, ?ﬁTU\E’E?ﬁﬁ » .
Sy iR EFTH BB RERE L PR ARRTH.
4) RFIRZRELIR TR RS L !
10. Fill in the blanks with the necessary prepositions or adverbs
» __ the day following our arrival __  the commune
we worked __ the field _ - the terrace .. a view
the valley ____ the whole morning and afterficon "
noon we took our lunch which’ we had /bi




‘11,

hadanap ____ the field covering our faces _____ ourstraw hats.
___ the intervals ___ rest the group leader came _'_ to talk

__ us. Hehad ____ a suit blue cotton, patched but
we]l cared . There was fnendlmess hxs manner and
a smile ___ th face when he spoke. It was surprising
how well-mformed he was ___ almost all questmns ]
agricultural development.

Translate the following passage into English:

EA BRI SHEERRRLBRAEER. REXEFHE
E AFUPEBERLBAARATH, TEAORMKEESR

=T T IFk e EAR - B2 % E R AIR a6 EF— YHE

12.

13.

HIR IR —#E, BAEFAHBA LTI’ E%E HH-RARR
EAAHES, XREXEAR.

Topics for composition:

1) A Summary of the Interview ’ '

2) Why the ‘Paper Tiger’ Is a Good Metaphor

‘Phonetic exercises:

1) Mark the’stress of the iollong . 3
apple tree, sky-scraper, paper tiger, ' scarecrow, .atom
" ‘bomb, hillside -

2) Study the stress of each of the following:
‘(1) 'clay “terrace, 'flat (clay ‘terrace ‘
(2) 'after*noon, the ‘'afternoon “hours
(8) 'dark ‘blue, 'dark ,blue: “cotton
(4) 'out*side, the toutside “world - :
(5) to 'scare a‘way, to !scare away ‘Crows i ;

3) Mark the stressed syllables in the following sentences and
divide them into sense groups:
(1) His comments were full of imagery. .that nothlng'

| ' escaped. (I Er10) ‘
\(2) This was surprising...with the ‘outside world. (Il
; 17—-20)

(3) Tt.was nearly midnight ... to the wa1tmg truck. (1l

69--72)

\
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