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PREFACE

Cen Sang

Various remains of mankind of prehistoric age
were found in Guangzhou, the birthplace of a lot
of beautiful legends. The ruins of the Neolithic
age discovered at many sites around Guangzhou
prove that the history of Guangzhou has its be-
ginning in remote antiquity.

Guangzhou has always been a dazzling spot in
the history of China. It has been the capital of
the Nanyue Kingdom, the Southern Han King-
dom and the Southern Ming Dynasty, and was
the eastern starting point of the famous Mar-
itime Silk Road. It’sgeographical location and
cultural environment made it the place that the
long standing native culture of Lingnan area
merged with the splendid culture of the Central
Plains which was the principal part of Chinese
culture. The new cultural factors brought by the
flourishing foreign trade since the Qin-Han peri-
od in Guangzhou, contributed much to the de-
velopment of the Lingnan culture with unique
style.

The people of Guangzhou had the traditional
spirits of courageousness and enterprise, from a-
mong them there have arisen generations of
countless outstanding people. Benefited from the
fine tradition, in modern times, Guangzhou be-
came the cradle of capitalism, reformism of
bourgeois and democratic revolution of China,

and it was the base of the Great Revolution in

1920s. In 1980s, still benefiting from tradition-
al culture, great achievements have been at-
tained in Guangdong, a province going forward
in opening to the world and in reformation. As
thepolitical, economical and Cultural centre of
Guangdong, Guangzhou became a focus of world
attention.

There has been a common practice among the
people of Guangzhou that going overseas to initi-
ate new life. By the overseas Chinese all over
the world whose root are in this city,
Guangzhou interrelates with the world in innu-
merable ways. The overseas Chinese have en-
thusiastically supported and participated the eco-
nomical and Cultural construction, and the
struggle of democratic revolution of Guangzhou.
Their contribution will live forever in history.

The more than 800 pictures in “ Historical and
Cultural Pictorical of Guangzhou” presents the
development of Guangzhou, could be taken as a
figurative concise history and an outline of the
progress of the Lingnan culture. The pictures
are strictly selected and well edited, with proper
layout, succinct and precise captions in Chinese
and English. It is not only a book with rich his-
torical materials, but an excellent teaching ma-
terial of patriotism. It will occupy an important
place in the treasure-house of the Lingnan cutl-

ture with brilliance.
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A Sketch Map of the Changes of Old City of Guangzhou
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Thé Site of the

Located at No. 4 Zhongshan Road,
this site is found 5.5 to 8 meters deep
in the ground. Most parts are still
buried beneath some modern build-
ings. The site only appears its south -
west part of a <= - shaped stone pool
which covers an area of 650 square
meters. Both slopes of the west and
south sides are laid with irregular
sandstone slabs as ice crackle
pattern. The bottom of the = - shaped
pool 2. 5 meters below is paved with
cobblestones. Some slab stones are
inscribed with the Zhuan Chinese
characters “# " (pan) and “i&” (ye )
(see the reverse side of this page).
The architectural components are also
found in the site, such as the pile -
build - up large pillars, the eaves tiles
with Chinese characters “ 17 % ” (long
live ) (See the picture below), the iron
door axles and the printed floor tiles.
It is the earliest stone building of the
Nanyue Kingdom which is found now
in the Lingnan area.
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Palace of the Nanyue Kingdom
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The slab stones of the site of the Palace of the
Nanyue Kingdom (below) and the Chinese char-
acter # (pan) inscribed on one of the slab
stones (upper left).
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I . Life of Ancestors in Remote Antiquity

Before the 33rd Year of Emperor Qinshihuang (Before 214BC)

In the late Neolithic Age of 4000 years ago, polished stone artefacts and earthern
ware were used in this area by ancestors of the Guangzhou people, primitive agricul-

ture of slash-and-burn cultivation emerged, which was followed by the bronze culture

marking the beginning of class society.
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(1) Late Neolithic Age

The typical cultural sites of late Neolithic Age in Guangzhou lie at the Flying Goose Ridge and

Kuichong. At that time, the main production activities were gathering, fishing, hunting, simple

cultivation, primitive textile industry, and manufacturing pottery with incised pattern.
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An archeological site on the Flying Goose Ridge. An archeological site in Kuichong.
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Stone and pottery fishnet weights.
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Stone spear and arrowhead,

hunting implements.
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Discarded shells ( oyster, snail,
mussel, clam, bloodclam ), tortoise
shell, and the bones of deer, wild

pig, porcupine.
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Stone adzs, implements used to

dig and to chop wood.
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Stone ring, ornament.
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Stone spade.
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Pottery  pieces with  geometric
designs. Geometric designs were a
popular pottery decoration among Yue
people of southern China in ancient
times.
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Pottery dou (stem-bowl).
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Pottery spinning wheels, primitive
tools used to spin and to twist thread.
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(2) Emergence of Bronzes

The pattern and shape of the five bronzes of the Spring and Autumn period excavated at Xiangang

in the northeast suburb of Guangzhou shows the influence of the Zhongyuan (Central Plains) Cul-

ture on the Lingnan Culture, although it’s obvious that the bronzes were cast locally. The emer-

gence of bronzes was an important symbol of the progress of social productive forces.
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Bronze chimes used in musical accompaniments to rit-
Bronze halberd, short sword, and knife, dating ual sacrifices and feasts, dating from the Warring
from the Spring and Autumn period. States period.



=, IREEERENF

REE=T=FFFI(F] 214 F£—220 F)

RIGERKNEHIG, IRAEM T, T 214 F45 8/, Fii 2ot B gt
2o EON G, RITMNRRA I E, Y], BELAE B R R, e
TR RS SR, BT, PIEANREWRKEMIE, W7 5EH M b
R, SEFBALFEIFREH, &FHEBRAPENESZ —, B LR BNER
TR

I . Vigorous Growth of Metropolis in Lingnan Area

From the 33rd Year of Emperor Qinshihuang through
the Eastern Han Period (214BC-220AD)

After subjugating the six states, Qinshihuang (the First Emperor of the Qin
Dynasty) dispatched troops to conquer Lingnan area in 214BC and brought the area
into a feudalist times. Panyu ( present Guangzhou ), the capital city of Nanhai
Prefecture, is the earliest town in the history of Guangzhou. In early Han, Zhao Tuo
set up Nanyue Kingdom and made Panyu its capital. He promoted the stability and
development of Lingnan area. During the Qin and Han period, many northern immi-
grants with advanced culture and technology came here, together with the native
people, developed this region. Panyu became one of the nine metropolises of China

and the eastern starting point of the Maritime Silk Road.



