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THE FLYING SPIDER

May it please your Honour,

There are some things that I have happily seen of the wondrous
way of the working of the spider. Although every thing belonging
to this insect is admirable, there are some phenomena relating to
them more particularly wonderful. Every body that is used to
the country, knows their marching in the air from one tree to
another, sometimes at the distance of five or 'six rods. Nor can
one go out in a dewy morning, at the latter énd of August and the
beginning of September, but he shall see multitudes of webs, made
visible by the dew that hangs on them reaching from one 'tree,
branch and shrub, to another: which webs are commonly thought
to be made in the night, because they appear only in the morning;
whereas none of them are made in the night, for these spiders never
come out in the night when it is dark, as the dew is then falling.
But these webs may be seen well enough in the day time by an
observing eye, by their reflection in the ;si-beams. Especially late
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The Flying Spider

in the afternoon, may these webs, that are between the eye and
that part of the horizon that is under the sun, be seen very plainly,
being advantageously posited to reflect the rays. And the spiders
themselves may be very often seen travelling in the air, from one
stage to another amongst the trees, in a very unaccountable manner.
But I have often seen that, which is much more astonishing. In
very calm and serene days in the forementioned time of year, stand-
ing at some distance behind the end of an house or some other
opake body, so as just to hide the disk of the sun and keep off his
dazzling rays, and looking along clagé'By the side of it, I have seen
a vast multitude of little shining webs, and glistening strings, bright-
ly reflecting the sunbeams, and some of them of great length,
and of such a héight, that one would think they were tacked to the
vault of the heavens, and would be burnt like tow in the sun, and
make a very beautiful, pleasing, -as well as surprising appearance.
It is wonderful at what ‘a distance, these webs may plainly be seen.
Some that are at a great distance appear (it cannot be less than)
several thousand times as big as they ought. I believe they appear
under as great an angle, as a body of a foot diameter ought to do
at such a distance; so greatly doth brightness increase the apparent
bigness of bodies at a distance, as is observed of the fixed stars.
But that which is most astonishing is, that very often appears
at the end of these webs, spiders sailing in the air with them; which
I have often beheld with wonderment and pleasure, and showed
to others: And since I have seen these things, I have been very
conversant with spiders; resolving if possible, to find out the mys-
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The Flying Spider

teries of these their astronishing works. And I have been so happy
as very frequently to see their manner of working; that when a
spider would go from one tree to another, or would fly in the air, he
first lets himself down a little way from the twig he stands on by a
web, as in Fig. 1; and then, laying hold of it by his fore feet, and
bearing himself by that, puts out a web, and in Fig. 2, which is
drawn out of his tail with infinite ease, in the gently moving air,
to what length the spider pleases; and if the farther end happens
to catch by a shrub or the branch of a tree, the spider immediately
feels it, and fixes the hither end of it to the web by whick he let
himself down, and goes over by that web which he put out of his
tail as in Fig. 3. And this, my eyes have innumerable times made
me sure of.
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