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In the first decade of the twenty-first century, China has two
great events that have attracted worldwide attention. One is the 2008
Beijing Olympic Games, a dream that has been chased for more than
a hundred years. The other is the Shanghai World Expo 2010. The
Beijing Olympics have been held successfully, fully displaying Chinese
people’s understanding of the Olympic spirit—“Swifter, Higher,
Stronger”. The event was a great party under the Olympic flag, where
the entire human family celebrated peace and friendship. Now, the
countdown to the Shanghai World Expo has begun, which marks yet
another milestone in China’s integration into the world, and in the
development that the world affords China.

The Beijing Olympic motto of “One World, One Dream”
symbolizes the universal value of “unity, friendship, advancement,
harmony, participation, and dream”, expressing human race’s common
wish to pursue a beautiful future when inspired by the Olympic spirit.
Likewise, the motto of the Shanghai World Expo—“Better City, Better
Life”—carries the spirit of “understanding, communication, gathering,
and cooperation”, demonstrating the aim of “focusing on people,
innovating science and technology, diversifying culture, collaborating
to make win-win achievements, and gearing to the needs of the future”.
The motto also reflects the higher living standard brought about by
the development of society, economics, science and technology, and
expresses the lofty ideal for humankind to share a peaceful homeland,
to benefit from the common achievements of civilization, and to build
a prosperous future hand in hand.

Shanghai World Expo provides the city with a golden opportunity
to demonstrate the city image. It is also a platform for all the
participating countries to present themselves and communicate with
each other. These countries make every effort to build their unique
national pavilions, trying their best to show their particular culture and
latest scientific achievements to visitors from all over the world. The
China Pavilion, built by the host of the Shanghai World Expo 2010, is
no doubt the focus of the world’s attention.

The Shanghai World Expo belongs to China as well as it does
to the world. In the current atmosphere of globalization and regional
coexistence, the China Pavilion bears the responsibility of embodying
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the World Expo theme from the perspective of the oriental philosophy.
While the event is about urban civilization, it is also about nature and
harmony. In the global tendency of the aggravation of environmental
pollution and energy scarcity, the Expo has the responsibility of
promoting the harmonious concept of development and the human
habitation that is concordant with natural law by advocating
environmental protection, energy saving and sustainable development.
While the great event is about the present, it is also about the past and
the future. The world is reexamining the post-industrial civilization.
In this sense, the China Pavilion is responsible for concentrating
history, culture and tradition, and demonstrating the ideal of building a
harmonious society.

For all these reasons, the Bureau of Shanghai World Expo
Coordination and Shanghai World Expo (Group) Co., Ltd. attach great
importance to the construction of the China Pavilion. Guided by the
Ministry of Construction of China and the Architectural Society of
China, the bureau and the group collected building plans from the
Chinese all over the world. Experts judged these plans for several
rounds and selected the winner—The Oriental Crown.

Generating much interest and having extensive influence, the
process of selecting the building plan for the China Pavilion was a big
success. On April 25, 2007, the Shanghai World Expo (Group) Co., Ltd.
held a conference to make the announcement that the building plan
for the China Pavilion would be collected from the Chinese all over
the world. The announcement was publicized through newspapers,
television broadcasting and the Internet, and attracted the attention of
people from both home and abroad. Chinese architects were inspired
and were eager to create a building that expresses their enthusiasm for
the nation. By the closing date, the group had received 344 effective
plans from various countries and regions including Mainland China,
Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan, the USA, Canada and Germany, etc. This
event not only set up a stage for Chinese architects to demonstrate their
styles and ideas, but also started a trend for the whole construction
industry to pay attention to the East, to Shanghai, and to Chinese
architects.
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Through this event, Chinese culture was put together and
displayed to the world. The reason for collecting plans from Chinese
architects alone is not nationalism. It is out of the consideration that
Chinese culture and elements should be embodied in one building,
and it is the Chinese architects all around the world that have the real,
emotional and profound understanding of their own nation’s culture.
Hundreds of designs fully demonstrate this. They have developed
Chinese culture comparing with world civilization and borrowed a lot
from other cultures.

A large number of excellent plans which are original, innovative
and profound in cultural elements emerged in the event. Although
most of them did not win the bid, they still compel admiration with
their lively inspiration and brilliant thoughts. There is no reason to
shelve and forget them. Therefore, we have selected the best of them
and compile them into a book to share with readers.

This collection is a book that provides detailed introduction to the
bid-winning design and other prize-winning designs that had taken part
in the event. It also includes some excellent designs that have unique
perspective, incorporate advanced concepts, or underline thought
of humanities. Among these designs, you can find that traditional
objects, such as Chinese jade, bronze tripod caldron and Chinese
knot, have been incorporated in the architectural structure. Cultural
images like ink landscape, overlapped seal scripts and China red have
been combined with architectural images. The designs also express the
universal outlook of “round sky and square earth”, the natural outlook
of “five elements—metal, wood, water, fire, and earth”, and the belief
that “man is integral part of nature”. The combination of culture and
architecture shows the extensiveness and profoundness of Chinese
culture. The culture has been spoken for in architectural language.

We are happy to see that these designs have won admiration
and applause, and we are looking forward to the birth of the China
Pavilion. We believe that Shanghai World Expo 2010 will be a great
event that is successful, wonderful and unforgettable.

The author is Member of the standing Committee of the Shanghai CPC
Committee and Head of the Publicity Department of the Shanghai CPC
Committee
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The World Expo 2010, which is going to be held in Shanghai,
China from May to October 2010, is the first integrated world expo
in history that uses “city” as its theme. This global event, bearing the
weight of China’s dream of developing science and technology and
advancing society, will promote communication between different
civilizations to a deeper extent.

In the plan, the China Pavilion, as one of the permanent buildings
of the Shanghai World Expo, is part of the “one axis and four centers”,
the rest being the Expo Axis, the Expo Center, the Performance Center
and the Theme Pavilion. The China Pavilion is in the core position and
is the jewel in the crown of the Expo Site. It is the symbol of the World
Expo 2010, held by China and the Bureau of International Expositions
in collaboration. It is also the primary exhibition area and an important
carrier of different themes. During the World Expo, various video and
audio methods will be utilized to display Chinese society, economics,
culture, and so forth at all times. It is justified to say that the plan,
layout and arrangement of the China Pavilion is representing the
national image of China and the spirit of Chinese culture.

Supported by the Ministry of Construction of China and the
Architectural Society of China, on April 25, 2007, Shanghai World
Expo (Group) Co., Ltd. made the announcement to collect building
plans for the China Pavilion from the Chinese all over the world. By
June 15, the event had received 344 effective plans. Experts judged
these plans for two rounds and put 8 of them on the shortlist. After that,
a lawful bidding procedure began to evaluate them, which resulted
in a further shortened list with 3 prize-winning plans. After stringent
evaluation, a bid-winning plan was finally determined.
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